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United States v, Barnett/ Johnson
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LAawRENCE W RABB
ATTORNIY AT Law

- Dueg *Owg ey
MEMIDIAN Mi1SSiS eIy
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October 2, 1962
(Dictated October 1, 1962)

Honorable Robert Kennedy
Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 5

I am writing this to endorse the actfons ydu and the President

N

1]
N
‘\v

-

' Herldith case. '

—have- taken—to- enforce thevorders*of'the“Federal Courts inthe " [—

: -

P m e,

yq*;;;x:ztron~ehezvan:ige—poinf*cf*ﬂertdf*ﬁvgﬁiss1ss£ppt—“xt—this stage
I am impressed that there has been a serious breakdown in our
state law, and 1 am further impressed that the only way to deal
with our governor is with a firm, persistent and continued show
and exercise of strength. At this particular hour the only oasis
of lawful authority appears to be at the seat of the Federal
troops in Oxford.

It is my considered judgment that Governor Barnett has engaged
in a deliberate campaign to promote what amounts to an insur-
rection against the United States in our state. I think he must
be held responsible and that he must be brought before the bar
of justice of the Federal Courts in New Orleans and I further
feel that his arrest is entirely justified.

Pa:cnchetically, by way of identification, I wish to give you
the following informationm.

] .n
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Mr. Kennedy- Page 2 10-2-62

1 am Chairman of the City of Meridian Democratic Executive
Committee. I served four years on the State Board of Bar
Admissions and was active in President Kennedy's campaign
in this state. I am listed in Martindale-Hubbell which may
be consulted for further biographical information.

.1n watching this matter develope it followed a very coldly
calculated partern by Governor Barnett and his advisers
- Aommencing with the television address approximately tWo
weeks ago in which he urged the people by "all means” to
resist the carrying out of the Federal Court order in the
Meridith case. He used the word "all"” without qualification.

Saturday it was related in the Memphis Commercial Appeal that
ST Governor Barnett no longer appeared to be taking advice of T
. Attorney General Joseph Patterson, and a respected attorney.
== {fJackson=verified=this~tormer=l t-was-also stated- in* the=m
Commercial Appeal that Governor Barnett is be'i.ng'<:‘évu§'tsél‘i'e'&éi
primarily by a man named William Simmons who holds no public
office in Mississippi but is coordinating director of the
Citizens Council in Jackson. There are other members of the
{nner circle of the Citizens Council involved. Last Thursday's
edition of the Wall Street Journal discussed the wide spread
power of the Citizens Council in a matter of fact manner. These 3
people, because we have no effective dissenting press, have ‘ ]
been able to manipulate public opinion in this state through '
Governor Barnett, to the fever pitch which it reached in the .
past few days. They also artificially organized what clearly 3
appears from this point, a conspiracy with General Walker to

romote the riots of Sunday Night. Tt was reported to me that

neral Walker was in the Goverpor's mansion on Sunday morning
priof to his activity in Oxford on Sunday digh¢.-




Mr. Kennedy- Page 3 10-2-62

It is my opinion that there was a state wide coordination to

get sheriffs and their deputies to appear in Oxford in plain
~clothes on Sunday afternoon and it is my belief that some of
these sheriffs and their deputies participated in the riots.

Some of the arrests may corroborate this. In watching Governor
Barnett's actions over the past two years and in checking with
people who have observed him more closely than I have, he appears
to have lost contact with other state officials who have by
virtue of his superior public opinion moulding powers been
fntimidated into following him.

- In regard to Mr. Simmons, one of Barnett's closest advisers,
reliable information which I have is that Mr. Simmons, prior

to World War II, was an associate of Sir Oswald Mosley and )
was active with his Fascist party in England. When Mosley was

Ftﬂed»1ﬂ~l940~f0t his~Nazt~sympzthy Simmons*was*tequtred::zsziﬁff

3 file was developed on him. I am quite concerned at the behind
the scene power he has developed and the Citizens Council's
steady promotion of speakers in this state such as General
.Edwin Walker early this year. I know that General Walker became
very friendly with Simmons and Barnett when he spoke over state-
wide television this year just prior to the Military muzzling
hearings. This appearance of Walker at that time appeared to be
a thinly veiled intimidation of Senacor Stennis's sub-committee
on the muzzling hearings.

I feel this information is vital to you in evaluating the nature
of the current minds who are influencing the Mississippi Govermor.
It is my feeling that with the type of mind that Barnett now
represents it will only entrench the ability of him and his

advisers to mislead and confuse :he Ri: nk lbe of Hississippg,

k th,., tre
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Six months ago in my opinion, Mississipians were unhappy about
it but were ready to accept the fact of Meridith's admission.
The shrewd manipulations of Barnett and the foregoing advisers
on television and in the press, has inflamed our people. After
the riots of Sunday night our people, I believe, are ready for
& new tack and I believe the only way to bring this about will
be to carry out the Circuit Court of Appeals order to arrest
Barnett and hold him responsible for his actions.

Cldae L

I am interested in the future of the Democratic Party in
Mississippi and although we may go through a period like we
had in '48, I feel that the only basis of a new start is to ‘
properly reveal Barmett for what he has done in breaking down =
 w-téipéétﬁforﬂlaw;andfotderw1ﬂﬂcﬁ[s:3taté;fﬂ= R

id Fioped he would be
for the moderates in our state.

I called your office long distance to convey these thoughts
but you were not in and I then talked with Mr. Walter C. Pine
in the White House who suggested that I write this letter
confirming my comments on the telephone.

Sincerely,
Koo 0. 120,

Lawreﬁce W. Rabb

LWR/nc
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Honorable Robert Kennedy
Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.
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