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CHICAGO |, ILLINOIS
Phone 522.7580

MARVIN CEYNAR
Chairman

PRED HELDS
i Vice Chairman
FAITH RICH
- Corrosponding Secratary
5 CHARLOITE HOLLIDAY
e Recording Secretary
3 KAY FIELDS
Teoanurer

TARLEASE BELL
Librerian

D. McCLAIN WEMDELL
Esseutive Coardinatar

December 18, 1961

54 WEST RANDOLPH STREET Eobert Xennedy, TU. S. Attorney General

7asn1ngton, .D- C.
Dear Lr. Fennedy.

Is this one country, indivisible, or can it be
divided at will by any group of office-holding bigota?
Does not your office have powers to protect the rizhts
of American citizens, even in member states?

Our information is that the rights of free syeech
and assemdly zre being violated on a mass scale in
Batoa Rouge, Louisiana, cnd in Albany, Jeorgia.

Jur Field Secretary David Demnis and 23 members
of Baton Bouge COXE vere arrested on Decemoer 14 for
picketirz; later, marchers were tear-gassed, some to
the point of zeedins hospitalization; and 40 were

Jalled, including our Baton Rouge CORE Chairman
Ronnie XLoore.

In Albany, Ceorgia. where we nave 2022 Field

/Bopresentative Richard Haley, the arrest of Lartin

Luther King, one of our advisors and leader of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, tozether
with aany of ais companions, was particularly out-
rageous.

Chicago CORE urges you to use the gowers of your
office to see that the rignts of American citizens
are efrectively protected in Bator Bouge ard iltany.

Sincerely youwrs,

Marvin Ceynar, Chairman Paith Rich. Corr. Sec'y”
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December 18, 1961

OFFICES: PREAKNESS SHOPPING CENTER ;iq-or... . JouN HENRY MARTIN
MNAMBURG TURNPMKE SUPERINTENDENT
. WAYNE, M. & , OXpow 4-0812
-4 . Wi.Liam G. Dz YounGg
3 SECRETARY
OXsow 42121

- 73

Attorney General Robert l&ennedy
Washington D, C.

S Dear Mr. Kennedy:

I am greatly disturbed abo7t the treatment
given to Mr. Martin Luther King/in Georgla. I
- urge you, sir, to do whatevar ?ﬂu can in your

' office to achieve a release of this man. The
. ' future of Amerlican democracy rests upon the right
of £11 persons to seek legitimate redress. It
appears to me that Governor Vandiver does not
provide this in Ceorgia.

! : Sincerely,

Lt Lz
Richard Woudenbe‘?g‘ ’ *2
Wayne High School History Department

E ’ /é;/
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The Honorsble Philip A. Hart
United States Senate

Washington 25, D. C.
My dear Senator:

Oﬁj / Reference is made to your memorandum ol Decerber 20,
’ 1961, with the enclosed telegran from Mr. CHNENNENNNPE of
"’[ @( Lansing, fichigan, concerning mass arrests in Albsny, Georgis.

The ;epartniont of Juatice is closely ...ollmr.Lng the situ-
ation in Albany, Gecrgia and any violation of federal law will

result in appropriate action by this Department.

Iem rotx.ming— telegram.

B e '3 N G- A Gy i 3 Loty * B k ° {
ij AT SRR I TN S s L
g s - .o S— - .

Sincerely,
: B #{ BURKE MARSHALL
¥ - Assistant Attornsy Ceneral
- E l/i (2 Civil Rights Division
- E
; cos Records'
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Dezr Senator:

Your mamnorandum cf December 20th,
with the enclosed telegram from )ir. D
@ of Lansing, ’ichigaz, Eas been referrad
to the Civil Rights Division of the Department for
econsidaration and further repiy to you.

Thank you for bringing Lir. Vills'
communication to my attention.

3 ) Sincerely,
. Pabert 7. Xaanedy

Hoporable Philip A. Hax:t
‘United States Senate

Washingtoa 25, D.C.
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SENATOR PHILLIP HART ‘
BASHDC |

DEAR SIR-PLEASE FIND A WAY TO 3HIW GOVERNIENT SUSPIRT FOR HUMAN

DIGNITY IN ALBANY GEORGIA. THS JAILING OF HUNOREDS FHO SEEK

THIS GIVES A FALSE IMASE OF AMERICA TO THE WORLD
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Br. Terence D. Vaughan, Bditer
Catheolic Interracial Council Newsletter
S8 ¥West Adams Street

Petroit 26, Kichigan

Dear Kr. VYaughan:

The Attorney Genaral has asked me to reply to your
letter of December 18, 1961, expressing concern over inei-
dents occurring in the South, particularly in Albany, Georgia.

This Department has been following developments in
Albany and elsewhere in the Nation closely to insure that
federal rights are given ample protection. We may act, how-
ever, only where a vielation of federal law is established
by satisfactory evidence. Should such a violation de dis-
closed, you may be assured that appropriate action will be
taken.

Our efforts in the area of civil rights this year
include the institution of fifteen court actions to eliminate
diseriminatien in veting, s successful petition to the Inter-
state Commerce Commission for the promulgation of regulations
eliminating racial discrimination in interstate bus trans-
portation, legal action to eliminate discrimination in air
terminal services, and numerous other appearances inm court
sctions, both as party and as & friend ef the court, all for
the purpose of promoting equal rights under the law. A1l
this, of course, is in addition to the handling of numerous
matters involving slleged miscoaduct by law enforcement
eofficers.

This is 8 record of achiesvement for which no ene need
sake excuses.

ce Re;ords‘f"’ S$imcerzely,

Chrono

¥’r.lurphy

BURKE RARSHALL
Assistaat Atterney General
Civil Rights Division

1D AND MAILED
COLTTNICATIONS SEC
g .8 128
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Mr. Bobert Kennedy

The Attorney General ARESE ¢
Washington, D. C. MZ’__:E—-'-&————-L‘ :

A SO ERIHTY v
Dear Sirs - """:T“-":'\_’:-..i‘ L‘:.gw}.

With the continued difficulties in the “outh in the form of obvious
violations of Title 8 of the United States Code and the recently
effective (?) I.C.C. Regulations, we become daily more apprehensive
about the apparent inaction of your office in the face of these gross
violations of Federal law.

Newsreel films on NBC showing Negros arrested at Albany, Georgia indicate
that they were not guilty of the charges placed against them., The whole
affair was gross violation of the letter and apirit of I.C.C. regula-
tions. The distress of the Negro comunity gave rise to large but
peaceful demanstrations by Negros supporting the jailed victims of that
unique brand of jJustice called "Southern"”. The Albany Police Department
responded to the orderly singing, praying groups with tear gas and dogs.
Peaceful assembly does not exist for Negros in the South? By their
action, the Albany pohce made another mark a.gainot the dignity of the
police officer. .

Your office in its rare involvements at Montgomcry and McComb, has

seeningly lumped CORE and other non-violent offended parties with those
groups who are the generic and specific causes of the incidents. The
tranquility of the nation is disturbed and you seenmingly blame both inno-
cent and guilty. Sir, justice is dlind but you are not. George Washington
once disturbed the tranquility of this continent but would you hold him as
guilty with the Redcoats?

While our local group is primarily concerned with the local interracial
situation, we are not ummindful of cur fellow Americans in other parts of
the country. FPFarticularly, we wish to inform you that daily we grow less
patient and more confused because of your reluctance to effectively involve
Jour office in these Southern incidents. The lav and precident seem clear
ia providing you with a sound legal avenue. Ve see nOo reason wvhy another
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. Mr. Bobert Kemn 2 Ry , 3 1961
Attorney Gsneral 2 : TR

Southern city should be added to the list of Arniston, Montgomery,

o’ Bipmingham, McComb, Baton Bouge, and Albany thus lengthening America's :
litany of shame. ’ e
: Please sir, explain your position. We cannot support what we don't
R . understand. We certainly don't understand your aversion to facing the

issue squarely. Come sir, a forthright answer and forthright action!

You have nothing to lose but your timidity. The Kennedys are not noted

3 for their timidity.

Respectfully, /

—_—— \ /7

\ @Ay . “““.‘.\\-'

Terence D, Vaughan, Editor
Catholic Interracial Council Newslatter
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