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Depety Atterney Canal Mr.ardley(fI)
arS. a st .

tbeot 0. Diams, Jr. u
Ae ,stat Attemaey Gesal MAY 10 1973 y
Offeo of Legal cosel

Dnestruate at a files kept an M e of

Attney anal xlesateeSt ei d a geter,
dated April 13, 1973, fma Seater Philip A. tart inquitg
abeut the Depat s vie coevexag the destrustiles of
IX filas kept n aia of Cougre and other pbUe
offistals. the atter ar raermed to by yeUr Offtle
for preperatin at a sepeme or your ssnatura.

Smeater art's latter, wtiah is attahed baeto,
ICaea s fa Lmer ctg I Di tor Gry ta
a the seaste Jud ary att that thee file

amet be destnyed puast to sertte statutory pestiss

* hae prpared the attached mpes to Seater
Mart, It reames the eels tolen tha t siae the abwo-

mained tils weiu appear to be "rer within tb
tam 44 LU.,8C. 1 3301, they =nt be destrmoyed to

a ne with the pkwasateo of 44 U.S.C 31302-3303a.
thes prwisefae equite the subateates o m ed v *
peed for destmuettn teo the AdeItatratW Of aRInl
Sevies for his apprrevl.

We bao been Lfemed by Attng Dirater btkeleba se
that the bAe anous in our e senluat that these frile
met be destryed In a=erdae with the *o*s mtias
statutory provtsems A epy at the BSure's apeeopme isto
also attached. We have als discussed the atter dith
kMr Carl Sadtly, an aetstamt to Mt, ,skelsm , w
itn~ e u that au to the Iated atu ef r a m* kelshas'

Sat the a they bo that the q eetl of
the poesible actual dututin of the tiles aeld et be
fhr his dateat dea It was his vie that the amee
to seater sart shld Lates tht hti utter wastM be
baegnt to sestasy ash...an..1's6steate ea he #4



We aRd add that wo bme ast see the I tfUl
aId x. noet n w at famonft ter entan.
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Mr. Buxton

Henrable Phlitp A. Bart
United States Senate
Washigtea, D.C. 20510

Dear Seator Hart:

Attemrney General Kleindiast has asked m to reply
to year letter requestins iormation Concerning the
destru n of files kept on mebrs of Gegress or an
other public officials by the rederal Bureu of Ivestigatie.

Title 44, Chapter 3 of the United States Code contain
the general statutory provis se which cover the disposal
of records by federal agencies. "Records" used in
that hapter are defined as tcluding af "'books, papers,

public busiess and preserved or appropriate for preservatte
by that ageny or its legitiate succer as ewvidence of
the organisation, functios policites, dectaion, procedures,
operation, or other activities et the veraent or because
of the infermetieal value of data n them," 44 U.S.C.
I 3301. The chapter provides that all federal a ates
shall submit to the Administrator of Gmenra Services lits
of record that do no warrant further prservation by the
Gvern at. 44 U.S.C. I 3303. The Admiistrator shall
determine the appropriateness of disposal of the ocords.
44 U.S.C. I 3303a. The AdminiLstrator is also direzted to
promagte regulatio establishing p dur for the
disposal of record authied for disposal. 44 U.S.C.

The implematlag regulations of the CGnal evies
Adaistratoten to the provislaens of Title 44 further elaborewate

meat by the Federal Gornmet, 41 C.F.R.L 101-11,000
et.



a

a ant F" o y prov stm in Npatflt of
Justic. Rqrattoms (sen nsaly chapte 28 C. f'. JL)

tth relt spntttfrly to this pinki. Dial of
r sers by ay federal agecy is overed byti visions

of Titl. m4 ateed hVie.

Sith F. I filen matineE above nuUd apear to
be 'Wrcg4W' uader thn tern @f44 U. S. C. 1 3301, wa believe
that tiny at be detmyed in necere. with the prr
vistas of44 U.S. C. 55 33023f3&.

With re vt to yenv inquiry as to our viascnenn
mearaflte for possible disposal of such racrM1, te

matter vilibe brougt to the attaten of Semretawy
eirsm o his of trmstles ad -pa Attore

Cen'.

Joseph 2. Steed
Deputy Attorn eneCrat
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