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fet Powr of the mouse of mep Utatives I
to deman crimnal tavestigatten
1 in senametta with ieahment

here are a ber of Presidential tateants to theeffect thAt the Preidentt mld set claim txestive privi-lege easint domd fr rmetfom made by the House ofbepreatat&ives Wke it &at as the Grand laqut of theWattJ Ia order to detete whether to institute tpeh-*Mt pr eedi or to iepe an tfftier of the WaitedStates. See, A Preidant Polk's statemmt:

I It aMy be alleged that the p of
iachment belongs to the House of lrna

tatives, and that, with a vlot to the aeracte.Oef ths P v that ese h the right to
iuvestigate the eadiet of all pubite offiters
am r the byt t TbUis t heardally 4a-itt. In smh a Cse the eaety of theRepubli wmld be the ~r m , and the powerf the I i to *e psuit of thi shet would

pntrate inato the aet sert recesses of thebeuttve DP mM . It cou=d mmd thettdae of my a eVery agent of the owernt, ad i "a to produe all papers,
publi, or private, offiial or unofficial, andto tetify oath to all acts within tbeir
lmwleode. ut *nm a cae of that kind theyad adept all wie precautis to prevat the

apow e of all Oh mat s the pblicat nof
wh eh i ght tajartiney affet the public interest

cept so far as this saigh be eAemosary to
aeawlish the great s et publi justice. Ifthe bae of Rpresttives, as the grand anst



of tnhe atin, shoul at any tim ha" reason
to liave that there has been salveraetion
in office by an imoper use or applicatio

of the public mesy by a public officer, ad
abould think pror to institute an inquiry
iate the matter, all the archives and pars
of the bmnwtive DWparnats, publit or private,
wald be sbject to the ispectio and entrol
of a -omittee of their body and every feclity
in the peer of the EReautive be afftrded to
emble then to psesens the tavestigatten"

Vol. 4, pp. 431 at , .

The latest pertint sta cet s the opinEs of Attoneyawral Jatn of April 3, 1941, issued with approval and
at the diretim of the President (40 Op. A.G. 43, 46), to the
efftaet that while the iaeetigative files of the FBI are
aeamily eonfidenmtial and will not be made available to Cea-

rs, such inferwation wamld be supplied to eongressienal
eomttees in tapeacnenat proaediqp. The opinia adds by
way of e lametin but preumably not by way of limitatin
"usually istituted at the suggestion of t Department and
far the od of t admistration of justice." 40 Op. A.G.
45, 51.

Robert G. Dimm, Jr.
Asse tant Attorney Genral

Office of Legal Cousse

,e ho"ver, Presid#t amehena's aesaes to tbe Hose of
Rpresentatives of March 28 and Jun 22, 1060, Rhard , .
cit. Vol. 5, pp. 614 and 619, which suggest that the ott
agaist sll-nersination somehow medifte the right of the
Reuse of Representatives to demand self-incrinating inferm-
t1o from the President.


