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irector 2 7 JAN 1976
Federal Bureau of Inve4tigation
Attention: Special Agent Allen ;icCreight

Leo .linai -
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Zegal 'CounseC

SEzra- Pound Papers'

As you know, the Department hag had ,imder cbhsiddation
for ome W timfq thequstiont o the proper dispositio of
personal paper tcakei by the, At from" the tiae zri 6tid' l
Italy in 1945 fllowiing his arrest. As e undertand it, the.

reau. makes no claik .to: &r interesstin those papers as usich.
'The Adminitrator -of the YPound Estate, Johni , Joies, -Jr,
gsquirej, 'has rd sted that the ippirs be delivered tf trift if
his fiduciary capacity. While there are some. 'tathe complex
probleis, associated with hlie 'oaund Estate elatiig to the
-handling o 'thits ma'ter,- ve have studted tfhesd qdestiont's in
Sconsiatibin, itt -the Civil iavis on-and iave tarrived ;at jhat

tWe be.ieyi :h bad a prap priate lresolution, entailing a
a..niiat burden fEor all cnerne d and providing adequate. lega
prot tion lto ti. e redu .aid hie-s epart;ient.

it - s pi.ur recbomiiedation -that the; Buredu release to
a.1k ,Jones ibi hi caopacity ad Administrator of tha Pound Estate,
under appointmeinE ronm 'the probate dourt of New Have4,
Connec icutt, all: documeta y material held by the Butieau and
taken s'by ts agents in Jay^, 1945 from. fr. Pounidts esidenc&
iR lapallo, 'It4y, br from other plabed r in which he, had
sobred's itW h'a~iferial. In ithat pohnetori Mr. Jones- i.11 des-
liyer, to us rldeases and- hold harmless agrecments running
to the, ,iitied ta tes. and any of its officers ori employees
from himself ais Administrator, 'ary De Rachewiltz, O aia Pounci
(excaCted ain boh his individuai capacity and in his capacity
a Cecfitor fi the Es fate- of' iotothy Piund) - and from Yale



University, and in addition, a statement signed by Olga Rudge
before a notary which authorizes such release lof the material.
Mr. Jones will also provide to the B'ureaui a receipt for the
delivered material signed in his -capacity as Administator.

'We will then traismit, a letter to the probate court Of, New
Haven. Connectidut, advising the court .o the delivery,of the
material and enclosinga ,4copy of the receipt.

While this action will resolve Mr. Jones' request for
the material taken fromMr. Pound, Mr. Jotes has additionally
asserted a proprietary and/or copyright intrest i;n any other
material written' by Mr. Pound which the Bureau obtained, from
other sources and presently holds, incrlding confessions or -
statements made by' Mr. ound after his arrest, but these
materials will not bd presently retttrned. '. Jones? has
proposed :a method for resolving :this claim, but does not wish

0to proceed until he has obtained agreement to hib proposal
from each of the interested parties. Accordingly, this. matter
must be left in abeyance pending a more 4definite. proposal
from Mr. Jones.

inaily, as ybu, are award, Mr. Jonies has exp~P~dconcern as to the status, 'ande the Freedojm o Inforniaton
Act of all material in the Bureau's investigatory files on
Mr. Pound d(excluding the personal papers referred to above).
This concern focuses primarily .on the questibi of the privacy-
interests of, the mefabers* of the ,Pou nd fmily and other pbrsons
mentioned -nt tha files. TWe find no legal bais fo treatiig
the conternts of the Ptunt invesdtgatory files differently thai
any pther Burpau investigatory files. Accordingly, the Bueat
shouldl procedd with its consideration ok FOZ requbsts for6. any
records in the Pound files not encompassed by Mr. Jones'
'proprietary or copyright claim, giving de regard to the
privacy interests of. the. iidividuals involved.

We would appreciate your advice as. to whether the
above is satisfactory.
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