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' DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ;f’ April 30, 1947

/ George T. Washington, Acting Solicitor General '

j % :
/ Investigative jurisdiction of the FBI under/various appropristion acts

7 making it & erime for any person advocating the overthrow of the Govern-

'/ ment of the United States by force or vi
/ with the United States

oo, Lo accept employment

/

N s seom S \

By memorandum dated April 24, 1947, with reference te subject VIOLET OSTROFY,
with alias Vi Optroff, you asked my advice as to the agency of the Governw
ment which has investigative jurisdiotion of alleged viclatlons of the pro-
vigions presently conteined in weriocus sppropriation acts. From your ree
farenee to the case entitled ¥Bertram Bakerman, Law Clerk, United States
Distriet Court, Southern District of New York, Internal Security -~ Hateh
Acty* I assume that you refer to the type of provision contained in the
sppropriation ot involved in Bakerman's ease, namely, section 601 of

Public Law 61, 79tk Congress, lst session, reading: ,

f"”» * Ho part of any appropriation contained in this let
shall be used o pay the salary or wages of any persenm
. who advocates, or who is a member of an organisation
that advocates, the overthrow of the Government of the
United States by force or viclences Provided, That for
the purposes hereof an affidavit shall be considered
prima facie evidence that the person making the affidavit
does not advooste, and is not a member of an organization
\ that advocates, the overthrow of the Goverament of the

‘ That any person who adwocates, or who is a member of an

| organization that advoecstes, the overthrow of the ! T~

ment of the United States by force or viclange and asecepis

employment, the salary or wages for which are paid from any

appropriation eomtained in this Aet, shall be puilty of a

felony and; upon sunvietion, shall be fined not more then

- $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or bothi
Provided further, That the above pemalty clause shall be

in addition to, and not in substitution for, any other

N provisions of existing law,

Pursuant to 5 U,8.Ce 300, the FBI has responsibility "for the detection

and prosscution of crimes against the United States." Absent a specifie
statute empowering snother agency of the Governmemt to investigate named
viclations, e.g.; the Secret Service of the Treasury Department inm conneo-
tion with counterfeiting (18 U.8.C. 148), the FBI has juriasdictiom to
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investigate viclations of law under any criminal statute of the United
States, Sdnce section 601 defines o erime sgainst the United States
mdmngmiﬁapmviﬁmis%foriumagaﬂm, the FBI has
Jurisdiction to deteet any violations of the section. Likewise, the
FBI has jurisdiction to conduct investigations under sppropristion acts
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