('/ May 1, 1947,

l ~~f Rer Right of access of Federal Buresu of Investigation
L / to confldential records of other Govermment agen-
i / cles (particularly Censue snd Soeial Segurity).

At your request, I have examined the Census Act to determine
whether the Federal Bureau of Investigsztion may have access to oon-
fidentia)l Census records. I find ayself in agreement with the De-
partaent of Commerce that ths Director of the Census is forbiddem
by existing law to give such informetion to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (13 U.8.C. 211, 218). <

If the Pederal Bureau of Investigation is to have accese to
confidentia) Censgus records, legislation must be obtained. During
the war, Congress gave such suthority under Title XIV of the Secomd
War Powere Act (50 U.8.C. App. 6448), which expired on March 31,
1947. The President, in a recent mespage to Congress, stated inei-
dentally that further extension of Title XIV "is not necessary.”
(congo B‘Qo, Fab. 3’ 1947’ P ?91‘.)0

A sinilar problem arises with resnect to records of the Soclel
Security Adaministration. Those records ware not covered by Title
XIV of the Second War Powers Act. The text of the proposed letter
to the Dirsctor of the Bureau of the Budget in regard to the pro-
posed bill "To provide access to official information im eriminel in-
vestigationa® indicates the difticulties the Federsl Bureau of In-
vestigation has had in attempting to get infermmtion from Socisl Se-
surity records.

17 the Department were to propose & general statute suthorizing
the Federzl Bureau of Iavestigation to have access to all Government
records, there would mo doubt be considerable opposition on the part
of the agencies. Not only do they dislike to mske their files avail-
able for investigative purposes, Lut they may well claim that the
amount of informetion furnished them by the pablic would be substan-
tislly cut down if it were realised that such informstion might find
its way to the FPederal Bureau of Investigatiom.

| As te the 'connvimuoul aspects: I have no doubt that legls-
lation of this character relative to access to future-aequired ma-
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terisl would be constitutionsl even in peace time. With regard to
informstion cbtsined in the pest in relisnce on zome sarlier provi-
slon of lsw designed to protect its conflidentisl charsecter, s con-
gtitutional guestion might be raised. I shall be glad to study this
further, if so recuested.
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F
Gsorge T, Aashington,

/ issistant Solicitor Genersl.



