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lay 1, 1947.

SiA auM 1 R THE ATTORI GEAL

SRe RBight of scoes of federal Bureau of lvetigatiom
/to otfidential rectrd of other Governmnt agepn

/eteI (pertiaularly OeMus and Social 8turlity).

T hreuh the AasIIn& t to the Attom neral

At yow rquet I have examinm the OGnss Act to detorMaie
whethe the Fdwoal Bureau of avetigatioe ay have accss to eon-
fidntial rCeaes reords. I flid mself in agreement with the De-
partwa t of Comeree that the Dieetor of the Cenus is forbidden
by exstint g law to give ueh tformation to the Federa Bureau of
XavePltltiow (13 .S.C6. 23 218).

If the Federal uresa of Inveotigation is to have a&oeas to
eonfidential Consus roeords, lagislation must be obtained. During
the mwr, Conpgre gave such authority under Title XV of the SeQeod
War Pwere Act (50 U.BS.. App. 644a), whiah expired on March 31,
1947. he Psreidentt, in a recent iessage to Congress, stated toi-.
dentally that further extenton of Title XI 'i not necessary."
(Cong. Re., Feb. 3, 1947, p. 794).

A similar proble arises with reseoet to records of the Social
SSurity Ad4niastration* Those records were not oovered by Title
XIV of the Second War fPwers Act. The text of the proposed letter
to the Dirctor of the Bureau of the Budget in regard to the pro-
posed bill *To provide acoese to official iaformation i eOriatl in-
ves tigtions' indieate the difficulties the Federal Banea of In-
vestigatiea has had in attempting to get iaforrmtion froS 3ootal S.-

sority records.

If the Departat were to propose a general tatute authorizing
the Fdieral Bureau of lavestigat io to hiw. acess to all Governoest
reeords, there ueW so doubt be senauierable oppitio n the part

of ti age es. #at only do they dialike to make their files avail*
a l Ur ivetigative purpose, bat they ay well claim that the

t of information furnished thom by the pAbli would be aubsta*-
t1l t dou t do if i wWere relisd that iah tortion aight find

it Way to the Federal areau of Iveotigatlon.

As to the on.t&ttiomSl tspects# I have o dobt tt legs-
at of this eoaracter relative to aeoss to f-r-a i a-
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terial would be constitutioael even in peace tim. ith regard to
inforTation obtidnedi in e past in reliance on se earlier prv-
sion of law designed to protect its cofientiral racter, a con-
atitutional qll tiorn might be raised. shall be jgl to study this
further, if so tre iuted.

/ Aita'at Soliitor 6aawl.\GQ e I. Rhigton,


