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construed as providing suthority for the head of an agency
sions of pection 2(a) to take adninistrative aotion m see, A
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or declassify irformation which it mey previeusly have elassified wnder
_ Bxetutive Order No. 10290, supra. As you poiat out.in your memorandum,
say downgrading action, snort of deelassifivation, by such an agenty would
be tantamount to sn "origims) classification” or to “ariginating classi-
fied materisl” under Emsentive Order Wo, 10501, supra.  Any such setion

would be in eontradiction of the status of such Sgencies wnder sec. 2 (a)
8¢ the Order as sgencies lacking suthority for original claseification.
Moreover, lagk of suthority to exercise the lasser faretion of downgrading
classified information wonld seem to preciude the exercise of the greater
function of ive declassificatien. ! : e
 In view of this eonelnsion that sec. L is not applicable Lo an egendy -
sabject to the provisions of gec. 2(a) of the Order, it weuld likewise
seem Uit the provisions of sec. 13 of the Order with respect %0 its im-
plementation within Wtuwmmwmahua ,
department or ageney subject to the provisions of sec. 2(k * (e - the
rder. v , 1 am of the mm:tzwg?'rr mmt place :
_ény responsibility upon an agency which under sec. Z(a) is ~authoriged
%o classify dafease mm downgrade or %o declassify security :
~ information which it may previon r have clagsified under Executive Opder

" . In your memorandum you also ask whether the "inteat" of sec. 2 of
Grder Wo. 10501, provides & mechanism wherevy the President conld
in furtherance intent instmct 1 agency subject to the provisions
of sec. 2(a) to declassify security iaformation whieh it had previously
clagsified ander Ewecutive Urder No. 10290, $ The intent of this =
. ‘sestion appears to be to divide all departments and agencies into one o
' three categories with reference to thedr sguthority to classify defense
- information or meterisl wnder this Order®. Such mn intent does not appear

" te relate to declassification by en agenoy subjeot to the provisions of
-sec. 2(a) of security information whieh it may previcusly have classified
under Exscutive Order Ko. 10290, supra. S : o
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This corelnsion is not intendsd, however, to constitnte an expression
of opinion as to whether it would be more sporopriate for the President
to issue an instrction to an | 7 subjest to the provisions of sev. 2(a)
of Bxseutive Order No. 10501 to declassify such information in prefersnce
 to isering sn amendment to the Order to provide that it shall do so. It
© should also be noted that your memorandum does not indicate whether aay -
~ such presidential action might ereate adainistrative problems with respect
; uuyﬁm’u’ irformation which should only be downgraded rather thasn

A to the smonnt of aay such elassified infermation that there may .
_be, your attention is invited to the House Committee print, Replies frem
 federal agencies to guestionnaire submitted by the spesial sibcommitiee
on government information of the Comuitiee en Government Operations,
November 1, 1955, Bith Cong., lst Pess. Of the 28 sgencies designated
as mbject to the provisions of set. 2(a) of Bweontive Urder No. 10501,
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the undtm print reproduces she ‘answers of all hnt five: (1) ;
Arliagton Memorial isphitheater Commission, (2) Committee on Wu

of Hlind-Made Products, (3) Commitiee for Reciprecity Information,

(4) Missonri Basin Survey Commission, and (5) Netional Forest feservae

tdon Comuission. The answer of the mm of Agrienlture cmm ‘

the Mty Wﬂ Commission.




