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,dission of ar Refugees. /

this office a letter to you dated March 15 fron Mr. Loyd
Wright, Chairman, Coaission on Government Security with
referce to the adssion to the United States of Hunarian
refugees. Attached to Mr. Wright's letter isa m a andu
daed January 23, 1957,,preared by the Comnissio Genral
Counsel.

Mr. right asks that, "in re ence to our understand-
ing of the Law that covers ass refugees,' he be advised i

we are in rror in any articular.'

The memorandum from the Commission General Counsel
concludes:

/0 1. If the requisite condition prescribed by the
tautes have been followed, and if the total

number of visa issueid did not exceed the quota
allowed for escapees, the admission of the 6,322
ungarian refugees was valid under the terms of

the Refugee Relief Act of 1953' (p. 4); and

S 2. "I am of the opinion that the admissin of the
S5,000 or more ungarian refugee is i not validly
auttlhoried under the arole provision of the
Iatigration and ationality Act of 1952" (p. 7).

By letter of February 12, 1957, Mr. Wright reqested
that the Attorney General furnish "a copy of any ltter,
memrandtm, or other document prepared in the Departenta
of Justice for the -urpose of advising the White House that
it would be legally correct to bring Hungarian refuees to
the United States under the jroe provision of the
tmiration and Nationality Act.' Followiun conference



with this office, your letter of March 12, 1957, adised
Mr. ight that no ueorand of the character descried
in your letter had been furnished by this Departent to the

rsident, *"

The present request seeks, in part, legal advisory
services by way of review of the General Counsel's ao-
randum, which relies upon advic said to have been re-
ceived by a ember of the Coission staff from a ers
handling the processin of Huarian refue o ehalf

of the I~aigration Service" in Vienna, as well as White
Hose directives, a letter fro the President, an utiv
Order, and several statutes. The letter also resumably
seeks an official expression by the Department on the
validity of the use of the parole provisions of the
emiration and Nationality Act (Sec. 212(d)(5)).

The Attorney General is authorixed by law to furnish
le&al opinions only to the President and the heads of
certLain executive departnts. The Joint Resolution
which created the Coumission on Govermnt Security (H. J.
Res. 157, 84h Cong., lst Sass.; P.L. 304, 69 Stat. 55)
specifies the Commission ,owers, in pertinent Tart, as
follows:

/ O(b) The Coission is authorized to secure directly
irom any executive department, bureau, agency, board,

7 comission, office, independent establishment, or
instrumentality information, suggestions, estimates,
and statistics for the urposes of this joint

Sresolution, and each such department, bureau,
> agency, board, commission, office, establishent,

or Instrumentality is authorized and directed to
furnish such information, suggestions, estimate,
and statistics directly to the Comi~ssil, u
request made by the Chairuan or Vice Chairman'
(69 Stat. 597).

The Joint Resolution did not expand upon the circmstances
under which departmental leal advice may be given (5 U.S.C.
303 et seq.). We are of the view, therefore, that it would
not be appropriate for the Attorney General or for this
office to give the opinion requested.



3-

Futhr, so far as w k~now, there have been nofrml
S'abli.e o.'-, ions or vies by this L~eartmmt on the
validi~y' Of chu us of the -arole ? roviimu in the in-
stcLac~e of the u~ra a.ge.i ol o ,,.a
eitherz neessary or apate that we enter iuto a
diecusaiou of that chracter a resp eto he Cisi

ieIn ex XIssing ti4s view, w are mindful of thu
intrpstsofd~artenrof th. exctiwe birach in

adition to tahe D&partat o'A "'ustice wto hae .atcipte
in the j.rogram.


