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The Acting Attorney General is preparing to publish
his determinatiom under P.L. 89-318 that the national
interest requires that title be vested in the Unmited
States to the entire body of the Warremn Cosmission ex-
hibits now in the possession of the Governmemt. This
determination will be published in the Fedexal Register
on Tussday, November 1 (the statutory deadlime), and
will be ammounced Monday aftermoom, October 3l1.

The form of the determination is a notice incorpo-
rating by reference all of the exhibits which were
given Commission mumbers and are eoumerated inm the
printed volumes of the Commission's hearings. The
additional exhibits colleeted by the FBI fer the Com-
missiom, which were giveam FBI exhibit numbers but did
not receive Commission wambers, will have to be
emmerated in the Federal Register, since there is
no published source teo which referemce can be made
for any description of these items. The list of these
items will comsist of brief descriptioms based om the
descriptions givem the items by the Burea:, and will
include the Bureau exhibit mwmbers in oxder to provide
a more certain identificatiom of the imdividual items.

The published list will show gaps in the sequemnce
of the FBI exhibit mmbers. As explained teo us by Mr.
Cortland Cumminghan and Mr. Kemnsth M. Raupach of the
Bureau, these gaps are explainable as follows: Mest
of the gaps are caused by omissiom of the items which



were subsequently givem Commission exhibit mmbers.

result from duplication or non-use of some
and from & few instances in which items were
to their oyumers at the directiom of the Cowm-
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It sesms likely that when the list is pudblished,
notwithstanding the reasonableness of the explamation
for the missing numbers outlined asbove, critics of the
work of the Commission and of the Bureau may seize upon
the omitted numbers as a basis for speculatiom as to
"missing exhibits.” Accordingly, it seems advisable
that a list be prepared to document dispositiom of
each of the FBI exhibit (as distinguished
from the exhibits themeelves). As we suggested to
Mr. Cunmingham (who indicated that such a list could
be prepared, although it would take a great deal of
work) , this list might take the form of a separate line
formhﬂleﬂzibitmﬂuth&mm s from the
first te the last inclusive, with colummns in which the
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mmnlmsefimm“mb-
wygtunm“mmmmmhc
nmmdm It is suggested that the Com-
" mission exhibit mmber be shown in this column
in the applicable cases.

//»3. JItems returmed. This category would refer
"/ te those items which were returmed to thair owners
at the direction of the Commission. It would be

»h



P to
77 of the return snd the name of the person to whom
an

!‘5’4. Bumbers never used. A check mark in this
columm would indicate that the mmber had never
“1been used for sm exhibit. In the Commission's
/ 11sts of its mumbered exhibits, mmbers not used

similarly are included in sequence and marked to
show non-use.

/“ 5. Duplicate mmbers. Here those few cases

_ where sn FBI muber was givem to am exhibit which

| already had am FBI mmber could be shown, by list-
ing the other FBI mmber.

We would appreciate receiving copies of these
suggested lists as soon as feasible.



