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EINiMUDIL~~Df~ FOR 'SUEl~EN T. IMIMlGYSI
Acqtb I4 nsocitat Soiicito r,

li i Finaincial, disclosudre t;&isilobnq oil SurfacO-
Minin~g Act.

S This rbstponds to 'yoU -Oatte: to this Of fic dated
Ddoor.40t 3- -1900, in which you tpxidirtdd -that we withdrimnw
* ur ocpinioWt 6Ef' ;# 'r34 1980 , to fppue Assp ,idtaht Attorney,
Genmqc~fA jamsiie' -17. Ioian vritli xfeogqaid 1o tha finania3 erapot-
sing __ irem3nts# f soicrnf 201 - of the Stirf',cic a HiinpA-ct.

V-76- have rceviwod: our m3uoorandunl t,63 Mr. Xooxnn ih the
licht of your comrnmdts buit :are' 'unlbId to. find a bas 3or
faxyihg froi its c6nc:lus~on. 'The 1diffiM12]t._Gs Y4u foee
a - te result of ihr" adic-a to him do mot constitute-- a laoal
reason fi -chnging Qut oipion. " As we read sction 207 (C),
of. t ,Ethice. in overnmeni; Act of 1978, it i in EffEctq an
eXpress wrepealer. The atgaimnts -that, you ha:Viao deriVed frco
201 (f) f'd the Surfae ~fmlnibi!g 'Act do not stlikb us as dvidqnc-
hg -a hiddenh, intent of Congrosk in that piision that lusti-
fics disraardinpj -th6 1angua celigress 'used In the later
Zgitfiicq Act.

The Eflthics Act was the prodtict of long dfid 0exhustive
staudiez anddiscusions oth in (9ngmcsE3 anc t~ e Th~cut~

anch . .-The, unchallengaa b atement, of -thd House0 Committe
on Post Office and Civ~l: S'er jice with Xeqrd I tp the nauper-
cession of S 2'01(f) by 5 207(c) ofl the Ethico 4ct iaust be
given great weiljht . 114 are- unablp t ignbr th6e sti nLent
.and Unable-- t s 43 hat i eaflects- an erronedus raainq of
5 207c)-.



, Our opinion to Mr. Nqoorman did not aver thqt an employee .
of his Division is precluded from filing a financial statemnt
under S 201(f). Accordingly, we soe no objection, to the
voluntary coriplianc of moebers of the Land and Natural
Resources Division with your reporting requirements. You
may' ,ish to suggesG that cpursC to Mr. Mooman's suceossor
in office,

Leon Ulman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel


