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ME1ORANDI FOR JOHl W. FOSSUlt
Director of Personnel -

bepartaent. of Agriculture

SRe: Ownership of agricultural or-ranching
interest8s by Department of Agricuiture

Seployees. ,
o-

t. This responds to your request of February 6, 1981, for on -firation of your pepartment's view that it;is not precluded froniemploying. 1dividuals who own agricultural or ranclng .interests.

The statute pertinent to your request is- 1 U.$-.C. 208(a),
-whic- precludesd an employee ,of the Governmeni- from participain
'as sucihx in a "patrticular matter in which, to his knowledge, he.. has a financial interest.: This provision does not :disqualify
anyone fXro h6lding a federal position because of, posible eon-, fcts -of interest. It. applies to ar individual only afterS appointment and then on a. case-by-case basis. Moreover, under
authority granted by 18 -. S.GC 208(b), a designated-superior ofthe employee may waive the prohibition of S 208(a) in a particu-lar ma t ter uon his determination that the disqualifying fnancial
interest is insubstantial,

S It should be noted that the, nature-of property or interestsin property owned by a qualifidd' candidate for a. position mightforeshaiow his withdrawal froma so many matters expected to- "me
before him that conceivably he would not meet his responsibilities
In -the rare situation of that kind, the appointing official, -vilenot Co~pilled by. 203(a) to forego the appointment, ay find it
i advisable to do so.

SIn suma . w agree that a person's , .Yneiship of agricultural or
ranhing- interest s not i itself a bar' to service in the
Department of Agriculture ancd that conflict-of-interest questionsI steming fr. asuch ownership are to be resolved .s ' heyarise.

( \ ; LArry L. -iinas
.- - Acting Assistant Atttorney General

Office, o6 tegal Counsel -
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