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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE

Notice of Lodging of Proposed Consent Decree Under the C ean
Water Act

On February 9, 2018, the Departnment of Justice | odged a proposed
Consent Decree with the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Chio in the lawsuit entitled United States and State of
Chiov. Cty of Mddletown, Chio, Cvil Action No. 18-cv-90.

The Conpl ai nt seeks civil penalties and injunctive relief for
all eged violations of the Cean Water Act and M ddl etown's National
Pol lutant Discharge Elimnation Systempernmt, primarily relating to
pol lutants in discharges from M ddl etown's wastewater treatnent plant
and fromthe city's conbined sewer overflow outfalls. Under the
proposed Consent Decree, M ddl etown woul d inplenent a Long Term Control
Plan (""LTCP' ') that includes (1) construction of two storage basins;
(2) redirection of approximately 291 acres of storm sewershed away from
the sewer system and (3) redirection of stormwater flowto a 1-acre
green infrastructure basin. Taken together, these conbi ned sewer
overflow (""CSO ') control neasures woul d reduce annual CSGCs to six or
fewer per typical year. The Consent Decree would require conpletion of
the entire LTCP by January 1, 2043, with conpletion of one of the tw
storage facilities (with a capacity of 5.1 mllion gallons) by 2026.
The Consent Decree al so requires significant wastewater treatnent plant
updates and sewer systemrehabilitation and pipe replacement. Under the
Decree, M ddl etown woul d pay a $55,000 civil penalty, to be split
evenly between the United States and Chio, and performa suppl enental
environmental project estimated to cost approxi mately $200, 000.

The publication of this notice opens a period for public coment on
the Consent Decree. Comments should be addressed to the Assistant
Attorney General, Environment and Natural Resources Division, and
shoul d refer to United States and State of Chio v. City of M ddletown,
Chio, D.J. Ref. No. 90-5-1-1-08978. All comments nust be subnitted no
later than thirty (30) days after the publication date of this notice.
Comments may be submitted either by email or by mail:

To submit conmments: Send themto:
By email................. . . ... . ... pubcomment - ees. enr d@sdoj . gov.
By mail............... ... ... ... .. ... Assistant Attorney General, U.S.

DQJ--ENRD, P.O Box 7611,
Washi ngt on, DC 20044-7611.

During the public comment period, the Consent Decree may be

exam ned and downl oaded at this Justice Departnent website: https://wwvjustice.gov/enrd/ consent-decrees.

the Consent Decree upon witten request and paynent of reproduction
costs. Please mail your request and paynent to: Consent Decree Library,
U.S. DQJ--ENRD, P.O Box 7611, Washington, DC 20044-7611.

Pl ease encl ose a check or noney order for $12.40 (25 cents per page
reproduction cost) payable to the United States Treasury.

Randal | M Stone,

Acting Assistant Section Chief, Environmental Enforcenment Section,
Environment and Natural Resources Division.
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