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KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

Steven O'Rourke 
Environmental Enforcement Section 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611 

March 16, 2016 

Re: In Re: Oil Spill by the Oil Rig "Deepwater Horizon" in the Gulf of Mexico on April 20, 
2010, MDL 2179, In the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana 

Dear Mr. O'Rourke: 

The proposed Consent Decree in the referenced case provides that each Gulf 
State "may withdraw or withhold consent to the proposed Consent Decree if comments 
received during the public comment procedure disclose facts or considerations 
indicating that the proposed Consent Decree or any of its terms is inappropriate, 
improper, or inadequate." C.D. <_II 81. 

After consulting the appropriate State agencies, I write to confirm that the State 
of Texas does not wish to withdraw or withhold consent to the proposed Consent 
Decree, and in fact the State believes that the Consent Decree should be approved by 
the Court and entered as a final judgment. 

In addition, pursuant to Texas law, notice of the proposed settlement was posted 
in the Texas Register. 40 Tex. Reg. 7263 (Oct. 16, 2015). No public comment was received 
and the Attorney General of Texas has approved this settlement. See Tex. Water Code 
§7.110. 
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A 11 Eq{f(,/ EmplrJ.)'IJ1e11t Opport1111i1J• Emploj1er · 

Case 2:10-md-02179-CJB-SS   Document 16022-2   Filed 03/22/16   Page 4 of 7



Steven O'Rourke 
Environmental Enforcement Section 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Page2 

I understand that the United States will file a motion for the Court to approve the 
Consent Decree and enter it as a final judgment. The State supports the request for 
entry, and I hereby authorize you to attach this letter as an exhibit to the Motion. 

Sincerely, 

J71~ 
Thomas H. Edwards 
Assistant Attorney General 
Environmental Protection Division 
Tel: (512) 475-4003 
Fax: (512) 320-0911 
Thomas.Edwards@TexasAttorneyGeneral.gov 
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CLARIZHILL 

Kenneth van Schaumburg 
T 202.572.0904 
F 202 .572.8685 
Email: kvonschaumburg@clarkhill.com 

Dear Mr. O'Rourke: 

March 17, 2016 

Clark Hill PLC 
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
North Building, Suite 1000 

Washington, DC 20004 

T 202 .772.0909 

F 202 772.091 9 

clarkhill.com 

The Consent Decree provides that each Gulf State "may withdraw or withhold consent to 
the proposed Consent Decree if comments received during the public comment procedure 
disclose facts or considerations indicating that the proposed Consent Decree or any of its terms is 
inappropriate, improper, or inadequate." C.D. ~ 81. 

After consulting the appropriate State agencies, I write to confirm that the State of 
Florida does not wish to withdraw or withhold consent to the proposed Consent Decree, and in 
fact the State believes that the Consent Decree should be approved by the Court and entered as a 
final judgment. 

I understand that the United States will file a motion for the Court to approve the Consent 
Decree and enter it as a final judgment. The State supports the request for entry, and I hereby 
authorize you to attach this letter as an exhibit to the Motion. 

Sincer ly, 

KVS:mmm 

Case 2:10-md-02179-CJB-SS   Document 16022-2   Filed 03/22/16   Page 7 of 7




