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An article published in Gay Times, a London magazine for homosexuals, notes that Buenos Aires is probably
“the most liberal and gay friendly city in Latin America” (n.d.). The same article indicates that “[t]here are loads of
gay bars, restaurants and clubs, [and] several saunas” (Gay Times n.d.).

Although many sources noted progress in legislation (AFP 14 Nov. 2009; AP 19 Aug. 2008; La Nacion 14 Nov.
2009; CNN 19 Aug. 2008), discrimination against homosexuals is still common in certain regions of Argentina
(FALGBT 27 Mar. 2009; HRW May 2009, 35; Anodis 30 May 2007). In fact, the Argentina Federation for Lesbians,
Gays, Bisexuals and Trans (Federacion Argentina de Lesbianas, Gays, Bisexuales y Trans, FALGBT) reported two cases
of [translation] "discrimination™ to the National Institute Against Discrimination (Instituto Nacional contra la
Discriminacién): in the first case, a businessman described [translation] “homosexuality as something that is not
normal” and, in the second case, a bishop stated that [translation] “homosexuality is a sickness that can be treated
and cured with the help of medication, psychologists and priests” (27 Mar. 2009).

The News Agency on Sexual Diversity (Agencia de Noticias Sobre la Diversidad Sexual, Anodis) published an
article in 2007 that described the situation of homosexual prisoners (Anodis 30 May 2007). According to Anodis,
homosexuals are separated from other detainees [translation] “for their own safety” (ibid.). Anodis also noted that,
according to the Argentina Homosexual Community (Comunidad Homosexual Argentina, CHA) [translation] “they are
kept in the worst sections of the prison . . . and in unsanitary conditions” (ibid.).

Legislation

In Argentina, homosexual acts are legal (ILGA May 2009, 48), and in certain regions there are laws that prohibit
discrimination based on sexual orientation (ibid., 51). In its May 2009 report, the International Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) indicates that the constitutions of certain provinces in Argentina
prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and that, in 1996, the city of Rosario adopted a law prohibiting
such discrimination in the workplace (ibid., 50-51).

Moreover, in recent years, advances have been made in legislation, such as laws on civil unions for gay couples
(AFP 14 Nov. 2009; AP 19 Aug. 2008; CNN 19 Aug. 2008) and the right for gay couples to collect the pensions of their
dead partners (CNN 19 Aug. 2008; AP 19 Aug. 2008). An article published in 2009 by Agence France-Presse (AFP)
reported that civil unions for gay couples were approved in Buenos Aires in 2002; as a result, they were also
approved in the city of Villa Carlos Paz, in the north of the country, and in the province of Rio Negro, in the south (14
Nov. 2009; ILGA May 2009, 53). According to an article published in 2008 by the Associated Press (AP), five cities
have legalized civil unions between same-sex couples (19 Aug. 2008). However, a civil union does not guarantee the
same rights as those granted by marriage, such as adoption and inheritance rights (AP 29 Oct. 2009).

In a 13 November 2009 article, La Nacién reported that a judge had ordered the Civil Registry (Registro Civil) to
marry two men. The judge declared that articles 172 and 188 of the civil code are unconstitutional (La Nacion 13 Nov.
2009). She stated that article 172 describes marriage as a union between a man and a woman and article 188
addresses the [translation] “famous declaration of being husband and wife” (ibid.). Cited in an AFP article, the judge
considered that [translation] “the law must treat everyone with the same respect” (AFP 14 Nov. 2009). According to a
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14 November 2009 article published by La Nacién, the mayor of Buenos Aires supported the judgment regarding
same-sex marriage. However, an article published on 1 December 2009 indicates that another judge dissolved the
marriage because the court did not have the jurisdiction to declare those articles of law unconstitutional (AFP 1 Dec.
2009).

According to Critica de la Argentina and El Intransigente.com, two daily newspapers in Buenos Aires, a survey
on legalizing same-sex marriages, changing one’s name, sex changes and other topics was conducted in 2008 (El
Intransigente.com 10 Nov. 2009; Critica de la Argentina 10 Nov. 2009). The survey was conducted at the government’s
request, and it involved 800 people from Buenos Aires, Mendoza, San Miguel de Tucuman, Cérdoba and Rosario
(ibid.). According to the results, a large majority of Argentineans are in favour of legalizing such marriages (66.3
percent), of allowing name changes (66.6 percent) and of sex changes (75.7 percent) (ibid.). Additional information
on the government’s reactions to the results of the survey and information on whether it officially approved same-sex
marriages could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

Two media sources indicated that, in August 2008, Argentina allowed the surviving member of gay couples who
had lived together for at least five years to inherit their partner’s old-age pension (CNN 19 Aug. 2008; AP 19 Aug.
2008).

Moreover, an article published by the AP reported that, in August 2009, the government adopted a new rule
under which members of the military can no longer “be imprisoned for engaging in homosexual acts” (2 Mar. 2009).

However, according to a report published by Human Rights Watch (HRW) in May 2009, 10 of Argentina’s 23
provinces, whose names were not specified, have criminal codes in effect that contain provisions that enable
punishment of, for example, “‘homosexual or sexually vicious individuals’ engaged in solicitation,” and people found
guilty of “acts against decency” or “moral contravention.” Those provisions “give police broad authority to fine or
detain people arbitrarily and without a court hearing” (HRW May 2009, 34-35). The same report indicates that
transsexuals are often targeted by those provisions (ibid.; IGLHRC 22 Nov. 2006).

Protection available and support services

In Argentina, there are many governmental (CHA n.d.b) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) (OpusGay
n.d.) that advocate for the rights of sexual minorities. Among those NGOs are the Christian Centre for the Gay,
Lesbian, Transvestite, Transsexual and Bisexual Community (Centro Cristiano de la Comunidad Gay, Lésbica, Travesti,
Transexual y Bisexual), the Gay and Lesbian Integration Association of Argentina (Sociedad de Integracion Gay
Lésbica Argentina, SIGLA), the ISIS Group (Grupo de Investigacion en Sexualidad e Interaccion Social, I1SIS), the
Organization of Transvestites and Transgenders of Argentina (Organizacion de Travestis y Transgéneros de Argentina,
OTTRA), Gays for Civil Rights (Gays por los Derechos Civiles, GAY-DC), the Sexual Minority Defence League (Liga de
Defensa de las Minorias Sexuales, LIDEMS), the Jujuy Homosexual Community (Comunidad Homosexual de Jujuy)
and La Fulana (OpusGay n.d.).

Moreover, some of those NGOs provide direct help to sexual minorities (CHA n.d.a; La Fulana n.d.; Nexo n.d.).
In addition to defending the rights of sexual minorities, the CHA also offers the LGTTB community other services,
including free legal advice, free mental health consultations, a 24-hour hotline and a documentation centre (CHA
n.d.a.). For its part, La Fulana offers psychological help and legal counselling (La Fulana n.d.).

Nexo, a civil association that fights discrimination against sexual minorities, also offers several services, such as
AIDS screening tests, free medication, medical consultations regarding sexual health, psychological and psychiatric
consultations, and legal aid (Nexo n.d.). It also offers various training and informational workshops (ibid.).

As for the governmental organizations, the CHA has posted on its website a list of offices in the country’s 23
provinces and in Buenos Aires where people can go to file complaints of discrimination (n.d.b).

Additional information on the effectiveness of those governmental and non-governmental organizations could
not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the Research
Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of
any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in researching this
Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

Oral sources: Representatives from the Comunidad Homosexual de Argentina (CHA), La Fulana and the Federacién
Argentina de Lesbianas, Gays, Bisexuales y Trans (FALGBT) could not provide any information within the time
constraints for this Response.

Internet sites, including: Amnesty International (Al), Freedom House, United States (US) Department of State,
Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA).

Click here for tips on how to use this search engine.
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