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Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

Two sources consulted by the Research Directorate indicate that during the
% = omeoo Israeli occupation of south Lebanon until May 2000, the Israeli army supported and
Immigration Division supplied the South Lebanon Army (SLA), a Lebanese militia (Arutz Sheva 4 Aug.
Immigration Appeal 2009; Middle East Online 13 Nov. 2008). Several sources say that the SLA consisted
Division mainly of Christians (Arutz Sheva 4 Aug. 2009; Middle East Online 13 Nov. 2008;
Institut MEDEA n.d.). However, Al Jazeera says that the militia was composed

Decisions inly of Shi’ite Musli 26 May 2010
it .
Forms mainly o i'ite Muslims ( ay )
Statistics Sources indicate that, when the Israeli army withdrew from south Lebanon in
2000, approximately 6,000 SLA members and their families found refuge in Israel
(Arutz Sheva 4 Aug. 2009; The Daily Star 29 Nov. 2011; Middle East Online 13 Nov.
Research Program 2008). Sources state it was feared that people associated with the SLA would fall
National victim to reprisals in Lebanon after the withdrawal of the Israeli army (Al Jazeera 26
Documentation May 2010; International Crisis Group 18 Nov. 2002, 7, 17; Middle East Online 13
Packages Nov. 2008). Some sources indicate that possibility of reprisals from Hezbollah was of

Issue Papers and particular concern (Middle East Online 13 Nov. 2008; Institut MEDEA n.d.).

Country Fact Sheets . . . .
Y Information on Lebanese without ties to the SLA, but who cooperated with

Responses to Israel during its occupation of south Lebanon could not be found among the sources
Information consulted by the Research Directorate.

Requests

Recent Research 2. Treatment in Lebanon of Lebanese who Cooperated with Israel
Media Centre 2.1 After Israel’s Withdrawal in 2000

News Sources consulted by the Research Directorate noted that major acts of

retaliation did not develop after Israel’s withdrawal (Al Jazeera 26 May 2010;
International Crisis Group 18 Nov. 2002, 7, 17). International Crisis Group,
however, indicated that there were several incidents of looting (ibid., 7). According

Information Sheets
Media Relations

to an article published by Middle East Online, a site based in the United Kingdom
Completed Access to that covers the news in the Near East, Hezbollah adopted a conciliatory attitude
Information toward SLA members, leaving the courts to deal with them (13 Nov. 2008).
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Requests According to Al Jazzeera, Hezbollah also ordered its members and supporters not to
engage in reprisals (26 May 2010). However, according to the BBC, the Hezbollah
leader called for a “severe punishment” of those who collaborated with Israel during
its occupation (26 May 2000). Human Rights Watch also reported that, in June
2000, twenty men were abducted in south Lebanon and many of them were
interrogated by Hezbollah members because of their presumed connections to the
SLA (26 June 2000).

Proactive Disclosure

According to Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2000, published by
the United States Department of State, international observers reported that trials of
former SLA personnel were not free and fair, but it did not provide any more details
(US 23 Feb. 2001, Introduction). Two sources note that former SLA members
received relatively light sentences (International Crisis Group 18 Nov. 2002, 17; The
Daily Star 1 July 2010). According to International Crisis Group, approximately
2,700 former SLA members were tried after the withdrawal of Israeli troops, and
they received sentences ranging from one to three years in prison on average (18
Nov. 2002, 17). The Xinhua news agency also indicates that most of the SLA’s
former members who returned to Lebanon after their initial escape received
sentences of only one or two years in prison, except for those who had killed
resistors to the Israeli occupation (22 Sept. 2000). In an article from the Associated
Press (AP) published in March 2001, out of a group of 30 people who were convicted
for their collaboration with Israel, most received prison sentences ranging from
three weeks to three years (AP 3 Mar. 2001). However, AP states that one of the
accused, implicated in the death of a Lebanese, was the 15th person to be
sentenced to death in absentia for actions committed during the Israeli occupation
(ibid.).

International Crisis Group notes that many people perceived the sentences
handed down to those convicted of collaborating with Israel to be too lenient and
that some have expressed a fear of reprisals after they have served their time (18
Nov. 2002, 17). Some sources indicate that the courts banned former SLA members
from returning to their villages for several years so that their presence did not
provoke such retribution((ibid.; Middle East Online 13 Nov. 2008).

2.2 In Recent Years
2.2.1 Return of Some Former SLA Members

Sources noted that many Lebanese viewed former SLA members as “traitors”
(Al Jazeera 26 May 2010; Middle East Online 13 Nov. 2008). Sources also say that
many former SLA members have returned to Lebanon over the years (Arutz Sheva 4
Aug. 2009; Middle East Online 13 Nov. 2008). According to Middle East Online, most
of those who return to Lebanon inform the authorities (13 Nov. 2008). According to
Arutz Sheva, an Israeli news site, approximately 2,100 people who sought refuge in
Israel in 2000 had returned to Lebanon by 4 August 2009 (4 Aug. 2009).

According to sources, former fighters who return to Lebanon face prison
sentences for their collaboration with Israel (AFP 21 May 2010; Middle East Online
13 Nov. 2008). However, according to Agence France-Presse (AFP), those who have
returned to Lebanon have [translation] “benefitted from extenuating circumstances
and have received sentences of only one or two years’ imprisonment” (21 May
2010).

The Lebanese daily newspaper the Daily Star Daily Star notes that many ex-
militia fear returning to the country because they fear being sentenced to death or
life in prison (1 July 2010). Middle East Online also noted that some Lebanese found
it difficult to accept the presence of former SLA members (13 Nov. 2008).

2.2.2 Waves of Arrests and Convictions for Espionage and Collaboration

Sources indicated that, in 2009 and 2010, there was a wave of arrests of
people suspected of having collaborated with Israel (The Daily Star 1 July 2010; Al
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12 Feb. 2010). According to The Daily Star, dozens of people were arrested because
of allegations that they were spying for Israel (1 July 2010). According to some
sources, more than 100 people suspected of spying for Israel were arrested in
Lebanon between April 2009 and January 2011 (Al-Manar Television 11 Jan. 2011;
The Daily Star 4 Jan. 2011). According to Amnesty International (Al), although
those arrests were carried out mostly by the Lebanese authorities, at least one was
carried out by Hezbollah (12 Feb. 2010).

Sources report recent cases of people who have been tried for their
collaboration with Israel (The Daily Star 20 Mar. 2012; ibid. 4 Jan. 2011; Al-Manar
Television 11 Jan. 2011; AFP 24 Feb. 2010; ibid. 10 Oct. 2010). The Daily Star
wrote that, in March 2012, Lebanon’s military tribunal sentenced a man to death in
absentia and five others to hard labour for collaborating with Israel (20 March
2012). The daily also indicated that three of the men convicted, including the man
who received the death penalty, had continued to collaborate with Israel after the
war between Lebanon and Israel, from 2006 to 2009, while the other three had
collaborated with Israel before and after the Israeli troops withdrew from south
Lebanon in 2000 (The Daily Star 20 March 2012). According to another article from
The Daily Star, five people were sentenced to death for espionage between April
2009 and January 2011, but none of them had been executed (4 Jan. 2011).
According to Al-Manar Television, affiliated with Hezbollah, in January 2011, judges
called for death sentences against several people accused of spying for Israel (11
Jan. 2011). According to Human Rights Watch, three people were sentenced to
death for spying for Israel in 2011 (2012). According to AFP, in February 2010, a
Lebanese military prosecutor called for two men to be sentenced to death for
allegedly spying for Israel (24 Feb. 2010).

2.2.3 Death Sentences for Collaboration and Espionage

Human Rights Watch reports that Lebanon extended its moratorium on
executions in 2011 (2012). AFP indicated that Lebanon had not executed anyone
since 2004, but that there were “growing calls” from Lebanese politicians for death
sentences to be carried out against those convicted of spying for Israel (10 Oct.
2010). Hezbollah called for the death penalty for people arrested for espionage (AFP
1 Mar. 2010; Al-Manar Television 1 July 2010; The Daily Star 1 July 2010). The
president of Lebanon also stated that he would approve death penalties issued by
military tribunals in cases of espionage and collaboration (ibid; AFP 10 Oct. 2010).
The Daily Star quoted the president as saying that there was a “national will” in the
past to issue lenient sentences but that, after the withdrawal of Israeli troops in
2000, “all spying acts and collaboration with Israel should be severely punished” (1
July 2010).

2.2.4 Law Allowing Lebanese who Sought Refuge in Israel to Return to
Lebanon

In November 2011, the Lebanese parliament adopted a law allowing those who
left the country in 2000 to return (The Jerusalem Post 4 Nov. 2011; IsraelHayom 3
Nov. 2011; The Daily Star 29 Nov. 2011). Israeli media sources reported that, under
the law, former SLA members who returned to Lebanon would be arrested at the
border, but their family members would not be prosecuted (IsraelHayom 3 Nov.
2011; The Jerusalem Post 4 Nov. 2011). According to the daily newspaper the
Jeruslaem Post , the legislation provides a period of one year for former members of
the militia to return (4 Nov. 2011). However, IsraelHayom indicates that the law is
unclear as to whether it will protect a person who returns to Lebanon after serving in
the Israeli army or marrying an Israeli citizen (3 Nov. 2011). According to the
Jerusalem Post, Hezbollah supported the law (4 Nov. 2011).

The Daily Star reported that the government had also considered the possibility
of holding new trials, without detention, of former members of the militia who were
convicted in absentia before 31 December 2005 (29 Nov. 2011). According to that
daily, this measure is being considered in order to reassure the Lebanese who fled
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the country in 2000 and are afraid of returning (The Daily Star 29 Nov. 2011). The
same source also noted that parliamentarians were also looking to make a
distinction between those who were forced to collaborate with Israel and those who
deliberately committed acts that violate Lebanese law (ibid.).

3. Treatment of Lebanese in Israel who Collaborated with Israel

According to Middle East Online, it was mostly Christian members of the SLA
who sought refuge in Israel and settled in the northern part of the country (13 Nov.
2008). According to AFP, some services were established in Israel to help former
SLA members, including an office dedicated to them that reports to the prime
minister’s office (21 May 2010). AFP also reported that, in 2004, former SLA fighters
were given the right to acquire Israeli nationality and the status of veterans (ibid.).

However, sources reported that several SLA veterans and their families felt
neglected by Israel (AFP 21 May 2010; Haaretz.com 3 Aug. 2009; Ynetnews 17 Aug.
2008). AFP noted that most of them have [translation] “low-skilled jobs in the
manufacturing or food industries” (AFP 21 May 2010). According to the minister
responsible for the veterans, most of them do not have stable jobs and their
incomes are low (Ynetnews 25 Oct. 2009). Middle East Online says “most” former
SLA members never felt welcome in Israel (13 Nov. 2008).

Some sources indicated that senior SLA veterans and former regular SLA
soldiers receive different kinds of assistance from the Israeli government (Arutz
Sheva 4 Aug. 2009; Haaretz.com 3 Aug. 2009; Ynetnews 17 Aug. 2008). Sources
note that former high-ranking officials are handled by the Defence Ministry, while
other veterans are “shifted from one ministry to the next” (Arutz Sheva 4 Aug.
2009; Haaretz.com 3 August 2009; Ynetnews 17 August 2008). According to some
sources, the lowest ranking SLA veterans claimed to have been discriminated
against (Arutz Sheva 4 Aug. 2009; Haaretz.com 3 Aug. 2009; Ynetnews 17 Aug.
2008). According to the Israeli news site Ynetnews, some senior SLA members were
given “villas,” while other veterans received a low monthly stipend for rent
(Ynetnews 25 Oct. 2009).

According to some sources, approximately 2,500 former SLA members and
their families are still living in Israel (The Daily Star 29 Nov. 2011; The Jerusalem
Post 4 Nov. 2011; Arutz Sheva 4 Aug. 2009). According to Arutz Sheva, the minister
responsible for the veterans and their families stated that, in addition to the
refugees who returned to Lebanon, approximately 1,500 had dispersed to various
other countries (ibid.).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This
Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any
particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted
in researching this Information Request.

References

Agence France-Presse (AFP). 10 October 2010. “Resist Call to Resume Executions,
Lebanon Urged.” (Factiva)

. 21 May 2010. “10 ans apres l'exil en Israel, les ex-combattants de I'Armée du
Liban Sud se sentent floués.” <http://www.lepoint.fr/actualites-monde/2010-05-
21/10-ans-apres-l-exil-en-israel-les-ex-combattants-de-l-armee-du/924/0/458019>
[Accessed 11 Apr. 2012]

. 1 March 2010. “Hezbollah Chief Issues Tough Warning to Lebanon 'Spies'.”
(Factiva)

. 24 February 2010. “Lebanon Wants Death Penalty for Alleged Spies in Israel.”

Z77104077.htm[11/18/2015 8:18:23 AM]



Response to Information Request ZZZ104077.FE
(Factiva)

Al Jazeera. 26 May 2010. Giles Trendle. “The Cost of Collaboration.”
<http://www.aljazeera.com/focus/2010/05/201051992011673189.html> [Accessed
11 Apr. 2012]

Al-Manar Television. 11 January 2011. “Lebanese Judges Call for Death Penalty for
Number of Suspected Spies for Israel.” (BBC Monitoring Middle East/Factiva)

[in Arabic]. 1 July 2010. “Hezbollah's Deputy Leader Calls on Lebanon to
Execute Israeli 'Spies'.” (BBC Monitoring Middle East/Factiva)

Amnesty International (Al). 12 February 2010. “Liban : Joseph Sader, enlevé il y a
un an, doit étre libéré.”
<http://www.amnesty.org/fr/library/asset/MDE18/001/2010/fr/0Ob9efflb-c9a6-
4a27-a4a2-abc23468e98b/mdel80012010en.html> [Accessed 11 Apr. 2012]

Arutz Sheva. 4 August 2009. Nissan Ralzlav-Katz. “Peled: 'We Have a Moral
Obligation to the SLA Families'.”
<http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/ 132723#.T4cM_VE7Xko>
[Accessed 12 Apr. 2012]

Associated Press (AP). 3 March 2001. “Lebanon Sentences 30 for Collaboration,
Contact with Israel.” (Factiva)

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). 26 May 2000. “2000: Hezbollah Celebrates
Israeli Retreat.” <http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/
may/26/newsid_2496000/2496423.stm> [Accessed 16 Apr. 2012]

The Daily Star [Beirut]. 20 March 2012. Youssef Diab. “Tribunal Sentences Lebanese
Collaborators to Death, Hard Labour.” <http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Local-
News/2012/Mar-20/167320-tribunal-sentences-lebanese-who-collaborated-with-
israel.ashx> [Accessed 13 Apr. 2012]

. 29 November 2011. “Parliament Committee Moves to Revise Amnesty Draft
Laws.” <http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/2011/Nov-29/155500-
parliament-committee-moves-to-revise-amnesty-draft-laws.ashx#ixzz1rjfHMvRg>
[Accessed 11 Apr. 2012]

. 4 January 2011. “Death Sentence Requested for Retired Army General
Arrested Over Spying for Mossad.”
<http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/Jan/04/Death-sentence-requested-for-
retired-army-general-arrested-over-spying-for-Mossad.ashx#axzz1sDDggZK8>
[Accessed 13 Apr. 2012]

. 1 July 2010. Nafez Kawas. “Sleiman Willing to Sign Death Sentences Against
Israel Spies.” <http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/Jul/01/Sleiman-willing-to-
sign-death-sentences-against-Israel-spies.ashx#ixzz1rghHI1jw> [Accessed 11 Apr.
2012]

Haaretz.com. 3 August 2009. Eli Ashkenazi. “South Lebanon Army Veterans Protest
‘Humiliating Treatment’ in Tiberias.” <http://www.haaretz.com/news/south-
lebanon-army-veterans-protest-humiliating-treatment-in-tiberias-1.281292>
[Accessed 10 Apr. 2012]

Human Rights Watch. 2012. “Lebanon.” World Report 2012: Events of 2011.
<http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-lebanon> [Accessed 13
Apr. 2012]

. 26 June 2000. “Hizballah Implicated in South Lebanon Kidnappings.”
<http://www.hrw.org/news/2000/06/25/hizballah-implicated-south-lebanon-

Z77104077.htm[11/18/2015 8:18:23 AM]



Response to Information Request ZZZ104077.FE
kidnappings> [Accessed 11 Apr. 2012]

Institut MEDEA. N.d. “Armée du Liban-Sud (ALS).”
<http://www.medea.be/fr/pays/liban-2/armee-du-liban-sud-als/> [Accessed 10
Apr. 2012]

International Crisis Group. 18 November 2002. Old Games, New Rules: Conflict on
the Israel-Lebanon Border. ICG Middle East Report No. 7.
<http://www.crisisgroup.org/ en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-
palestine/007-old-games-new-rules-conflict-on-the-israel-lebanon-border.aspx>
[Accessed 10 Apr. 2012]

IsraelHayom. 3 November 2011. “New Lebanese Law Encourages Those Who Fled to
Israel to Come Home.” <http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?
id=1695> [Accessed 10 Apr. 2012]

The Jerusalem Post. 4 November 2011. Oren Kessler. “Lebanese Bill Would Allow SLA
Veterans to Return from Israel.” <http://www.jpost.com/MiddleEast/Article.aspx?
id=244231> [Accessed 13 Apr. 2012]

Middle East Online. 13 November 2008. “Lebanon Collaborators Mull Leaving Israel.”
<http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=28754> [Accessed 11 Apr. 2012]

United States (US). 23 February 2001. Department of State. Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices for 2000. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for
2000. <http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rIs/hrrpt/2000/nea/800.htm=> [Accessed 13 Apr.
2012]

Xinhua News Agency. 22 September 2000. “60 Former SLA Members Return to
Lebanon.” (Factiva)

Ynetnews. 25 October 2009. Hagai Einav. “Cabinet Extends Financial Aid to SLA
Families.” <http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3795269,00.htmI>
[Accessed 10 Apr. 2012]

. 17 August 2008. Tal Rabinovsky. “Former SLA Soldiers Protest Conditions in
Israel.” <http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3583786,00.html|> [Accessed
10 Apr. 2012]

Additional Sources Consulted

Internet sites, including: Al Akhbar; Al Bawaba; Arabic Network for Human Rights
Information; Ariel Center for Policy Research; Asharq Alawsat; Euro-Mediterranean
Human Rights Network; Factiva; Freedom House; Human Rights First; Jane's
Information Group; Middle East Media Research Institute; Middle East Review of
International Affairs; Le Monde diplomatique; United Kingdom — Home Office;
United Nations — Refworld, Integration Regional Information Networks; United
States — Department of State.

o~ Important Notices
Top of Page

Z77104077.htm[11/18/2015 8:18:23 AM]


http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca:8080/RIR_RDI/RIR_RDI.aspx?id=454005&l=e#tphp
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca:8080/RIR_RDI/RIR_RDI.aspx?id=454005&l=e#tphp
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/notavi/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/notavi/Pages/index.aspx

The attached reproduction is a copy of an official work that is published by the
Government of Canada. The reproduction has not been produced in affiliation
with, or with the endorsement of the Government of Canada.



	Local Disk
	Response to Information Request ZZZ104077.FE


