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Biographies

Employment Chad: Female genital mutilation, including which ethnic groups practise this ritual and
Legal and Policy the persons who decide whether it is to be performed; whether a father can object to
References his daughter's being circumcised; the attitude of the government, particularly whether

there are any laws against female genital mutilation and, if so, the punishments

Cgllzetion C et prescribed for offenders (June 2004)

Publications Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

— The president of the Chadian Association for the Promotion and Defence of
Decisions Human Rights (Association tchadienne pour la promotion et la défense des droits
Forms humains, ATPDH), affiliated with the International Federation for Human Rights

(FIDH), provided the following information during a 21 June 2004 telephone
interview. The president said that female genital mutilation (FGM) is practised
throughout the country, but most particularly in the southern, northern and
northeastern regions, and in the capital, N'Djamena. The decision as to whether the

Immigration Appeal
Division
Immigration Division

Refugee Protection ritual is performed on a young girl is made by the members of her extended family.
Division Female circumcision is generally women's [translation] "business," and the
Statistics grandmother, mother or aunt is usually responsible for making such a decision. It is
possible, however, for a father to object to the procedure once he becomes aware
that it is imminent. Fathers who oppose the practice are generally educated men
Research Program who are aware of the dire consequences FGM can have on the health of young girls.
National
Documentation In its last update on Chad, the Department of Foreign Affairs and International
Packages Trade (DFAIT) reported that violence against women, particularly FGM, is [DFAIT

Issue Papers and English version] "widespread" throughout the country (Canada 24 Mar. 2004).

CoLitny Faek Slusets Without naming the ethnic groups that practise FGM, the Inter-parliamentary

Responses to Union pointed out that female circumcision and FGM are practised throughout Chad
Information (n.d.). According to the Center for Reproductive Rights, [Center for Reproductive
Requests Rights English version] "[t]he prevalence of female circumcision/female genital

Recent Research mutilation is estimated at 60%" (see also RQASF 29 July 2003). In referring to

Guéra, the region in central Chad where FGM is widely practised, the Panafrican
News Agency (PANA) indicated in an 8 January 2004 article that women who are not
News circumcised are "marginalised and treated with contempt.”

Information Sheets
However, PANA also reported that youths in Guéra had formed the Standard

Association Against Early Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation (ATCMPE), which is
_ supported not only by a few doctors, but also by several women's organizations, the
Proactive Disclosure Catholic mission, and the Swiss Tropical Institute (8 Jan. 2004). The ATCMPE aims
to educate the public about the harmful consequences of early marriages and FGM
(PANA 8 Jan. 2004).
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RIR

From a legal point of view, Chad is listed as one of 13 African countries that
enacted laws criminalizing FGM in 2003 (Centre for Reproductive Rights Feb. 2004;
Women's Global Network for Reproduction Rights Mar. 2003). Without specifying the
punishments prescribed in Chadian legislation, the Center for Reproductive Rights
indicated that, among these 13 countries, "penalties range from a minimum of six
months to a maximum of life in prison" (Feb. 2004).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This
Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any
particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional
sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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