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12016  FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

In 2016, Morocco, which administers an estimated 80 percent of the territory of the Western Sahara, made a significant 
advancement in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor in the portion of Western Sahara it controls. The Government 
of Morocco passed the Law on Trafficking in Human Beings, improving protections for children vulnerable to trafficking, and 
the Law on Setting Up Employment Conditions of Domestic Workers, limiting the employment of children between the ages 
of 16 and 18 for domestic work. The Government also launched an implementation plan for the Integrated Public Policy on 
the Protection of Children in Morocco, which aims to protect children from the worst forms of child labor. In addition, the 
Government continued to fund the Tayssir Conditional Cash Transfer Program, providing direct cash transfers of between $7 
and $16 a month to qualifying families whose children meet school attendance criteria. Although research is limited, there is 
evidence that children in Western Sahara perform dangerous tasks in agriculture. Furthermore, the Government of Morocco has 
programs that target child labor; however, the scope of these programs is insufficient to fully address the extent of the problem.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Although research is limited, there is evidence that children in Western Sahara perform dangerous tasks in agriculture.(1) In 
general, research has not been conducted on the extent of child labor in Western Sahara, nor has research explored education 
levels. Data on key indicators on children’s work and education are not available from the sources used in this report.(2)

Commercial sexual exploitation of migrant girls occurs and is reportedly more prevalent in fishing villages and on fishing 
boats. Some children with disabilities beg in the streets.(3) Children, particularly in rural areas, are vulnerable to child labor 
due to similar barriers to educational opportunities faced in internationally recognized Morocco.(4)

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Moroccan-administered portion of the territory of Western Sahara is subject to the same laws as internationally 
recognized Morocco.(5-9) The Popular Front for the Liberation of the Saguia el-Hamra and Río de Oro (Polisario Front), a 
Sahrawi national liberation movement, controls the remaining 20 percent of the territory; information on the laws applicable 
in this sparsely populated area is unavailable.(1, 6, 10) Morocco has ratified all key international conventions concerning 
child labor, which extend to the areas in Western Sahara administered by the Government of Morocco (Table 1).

Table 1. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

ILO C. 138, Minimum Age

ILO C. 182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

UN CRC

UN CRC O onal roto ol on Armed Con i t

UN CRC O onal roto ol on the ale of Children, Child ros tu on and Child ornogra h

alermo roto ol on ra ing in ersons

The Government of Morocco has established laws and regulations related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 2). 
However, gaps exist in Morocco’s legal framework to adequately protect children from child labor.

Table 2. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets International 
Standards: Yes/No

Age Legislation

Minimum Age for Wor Yes 15 Ar le 1 3 of the Labor Code 11
Minimum Age for a ardous Wor Yes 18 Ar les 1  and 181 of the Labor Code 11
Iden a on of a ardous O u a ons or 
A i es rohibited for Children

Yes a ardous Child Labor List, e ree No. 2 1 183  Ar le 181 
of the Labor Code 11, 12

rohibi on of For ed Labor Yes Ar le 1  of the Labor Code 11
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Table 2. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets International 
Standards: Yes/No

Age Legislation

rohibi on of Child ra ing Yes Ar le 8.1, 8. , and 8.5 of the La  on ra ing in 
uman eings 13

rohibi on of Commer ial e ual 
loita on of Children

Yes Ar le 5 3 of the enal Code 1

rohibi on of Using Children in Illi it 
A i es

No

Minimum Age for Militar  Re ruitment
tate Com ulsor N/A*
tate oluntar Yes 18 Ar le  of Ro al e ree of  une 1  15

Non state Com ulsor Yes 18 Ar les 8.1 and 8.  of the La  on ra ing in uman 
eings 13

Com ulsor  du a on Age Yes 15 Ar le 1 of La  No.  1
Free ubli  du a on Yes Ar le 1 of La  No.  1

* No ons ri on 1

In 2016, the Government of Morocco passed the Law on Trafficking in Human Beings, which is consistent with the Palermo 
Protocol and other international agreements.(13, 18) The Government also passed a law that provides protections for child 
domestic workers, setting the minimum age at 16 for domestic work; permits labor inspectors to mediate disputes between 
employers and domestic workers; and authorizes the Government to prosecute intermediaries who traffic children for labor 
exploitation.(18-20) The types of hazardous work prohibited for children do not fully cover sectors in which child labor is 
known to occur, and sectors in which work may be undertaken in conditions that harm children’s health, safety, and morals.(12)

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government of Morocco has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child 
labor, including its worst forms (Table 3). Information about labor law and criminal law enforcement in Western Sahara is 
unavailable.

Table 3. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role

Ministr  of m lo ment and 
o ial A airs

nfor e hild labor la s and o ersee rograms on hild labor through its hild labor tas  for e. m lo  
labor ins e tors in 51 ins e torates a ross Moro o  dedi ate at least one of the 53 hild labor ins e tors 
to ea h ins e torate. 1, 21 23  ro ide o u a onal health and safet  ser i es, administer so ial se urit , 
and organi e labor ins e ons and em lo ment ser i es through na on ide satellite o es. 22

Ministr  of the Interior nfor e rohibi ons on ros tu on and other e loi e rimes in ol ing minors, as established in the 
enal Code. 21, 2

Ministr  of us e and Liber es rose ute riminal o enses against hildren, su h as ommer ial se ual e loita on and hild tra ing, 
and iola ons of labor la s. 21, 25  he Ministr s Child Labor Units ro ess ases in ol ing omen and 
hildren ithin the ourt s stem. 2

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR 

The Government of Morocco has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor, including its worst 
forms (Table 4).

Table 4. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description

e hni al Commi ee Under the 
e ial Ministerial Commission for 

the rote on and Im ro ement 
of Childhood

nsure inter se toral oordina on and monitoring of the im lementa on of interna onal on en ons 
on the issue of hildren through a ommi ee of 25 go ernment bodies, haired b  the resident of the 

o ernment of the ingdom of Moro o. stablish strategies and me hanisms to im lement na onal 
oli ies and lans in the area of hild rote on and in oordina on e orts managed rimaril  at the 

lo al and regional le els. 23, 2 , 28

(cont)
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Table 4. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description

Ministr  of m lo ment and o ial 
A airs

Coordinate oli ies and e orts to ombat hild labor, ro iding guidan e and limited funding to N Os 
or ing against hild labor through its O e for the Fight Against Child Labor. 22, 2 , 3

Ministr  of olidarit , Women, 
Famil , and o ial e elo ment 
M WF

Con nue hild rote on and hild labor elimina on e orts. In rease hildren s a ess to edu a on.
2 , 31  Res onsible for im lemen ng the Integrated ubli  oli  on the rote on of Children. 21, 32  
u ort 1 2 Child Re e on Centers that ro ide ser i es to hild i ms of iolen e. 23

Ministr  in Charge of Residents 
and Migra on A airs

Coordinate e orts to redu e migrant ulnerabilit  to hild labor. romote migrant hildren s a ess to 
ubli  edu a on fa ili es in addi on to other so ial ser i es and assistan e. 22, 23, 33

Ministr  of Na onal du a onal 
and o a onal raining MON

ro ide edu a on and ob training to former hild or ers, in luding former hild domes  or ers and 
migrant outh. 21, 23

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government of Morocco has established policies related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 5).

Table 5. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description

M WF s Integrated ubli  oli  on 
the rote on of Children in Moro o 

I M

romotes an interdis i linar  a roa h to res ond to hild e loita on, among other issues.
21, 22, 32  In 2 1 , M WF  resented a Na onal Im lementa on rogram that de nes the 

ne essar  measures to rea h the e strategi  ob e es of the I M and the res onsibili es 
of ea h o ernment of Moro o en t , in luding deadlines, and monitoring and e alua on 
indi ators. , 3

The Government of Morocco has not included child labor elimination and prevention strategies into the National Migration 
Strategy and the UNDAF.(22, 26, 30, 35, 36)

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

In 2016, the Government of Morocco funded and participated in programs that include the goal of eliminating or 
preventing child labor, including its worst forms, which extended to Western Sahara (Table 6).

Table 6. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor‡

Program Description

Tayssir Condi onal Cash 
ransfer rogram

MON  rogram that ro ides dire t ash transfers of bet een  and 1  a month to ualif ing families hose 
hildren meet s hool a endan e riteria and that aims to in rease s hool enrollment and redu e dro out rates, 
ar ularl  in rural areas, ith 832,5  bene iaries in 2 15 2 1  and an es mated 2 1 2 1  budget of .  

million. 1, 8, 22, 2 , 32, 3 , 3 , 38
 rogram is funded b  the o ernment of Moro o. 
 he o ernment of Moro o had other so ial rograms that ma  ha e in luded the goal of elimina ng or re en ng hild labor, in luding its orst forms. 8, , 22, 3 , 3

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor, including 
its worst forms, in Western Sahara (Table 7).

Table 7. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms
Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested

Legal Frame or nsure that la s rohibit hildren from being used, ro ured, or o ered for the 
rodu on and tra ing of drugs.

2 1   2 1

nsure that the t es of ha ardous or  rohibited for hildren are om rehensi e. 2 1
o ernment oli ies Con nue integra on of hild labor elimina on and re en on strategies into the Na onal 

Migra on trateg  and UN AF oli ies.
2 1

o ial rograms Condu t a om rehensi e stud  of hildren s or  a i es to determine hether the  
are engaged in or at ris  of being in ol ed in hild labor, and determine the number of 
hild laborers. 

2 13  2 1

Remo e barriers to rural hildren s abilit  to a ess edu a onal o ortuni es. 2 15  2 1

(cont)
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