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12016  FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Mauritius
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

In 2016, Mauritius made a moderate advancement in efforts 
to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The Government 
hired additional labor inspectors, now meeting the ILO’s 
recommendation for workforce coverage. The Government also 
established a mechanism to coordinate human anti-trafficking 
efforts and drafted a National Plan to Combat Human 
Trafficking and a National Strategy for Street Working Children. 
In addition, the Government established an oversight body to 
monitor the provision of social services in institutional care 
facilities and shelters, which house orphans and child victims of 
commercial sexual exploitation. However, children in Mauritius 
engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in commercial 
sexual exploitation, sometimes as a result of human trafficking. 
The Government lacks a national policy to address all relevant 
worst forms of child labor and poor coordination continues to 
hinder the Government’s efforts to combat child labor. In addition, 
social programs to combat child labor are insufficient to adequately 
address the extent of the problem.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Children in Mauritius engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as 
a result of human trafficking.(1-5) Table 1 provides key indicators on children’s work and education in Mauritius. Data on 
some of these indicators are not available from the sources used in this report.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education

Children Age Percent

5 to 14 Unavailable

en in  ool 5 to 14 Unavailable

o binin  o  an  ool  7 to 14 Unavailable

i a  o le on ate 101.1

 
         7

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity

Sector/Industry Activity

i lt e o in  an  a ve n  ve etable  1, 4, 5, 8
ee in  live to  
i in , in l in  ivin , an  a n  net  an  t a  5, 8, 10

n t o in  in a to ie  an  a on  8, 11
e vi e o e  o  1, 5, 8

o in  in a a el o  an  e ta ant  8
t eet o , in l in  ven in , be in , an  a in  oo  in bli  a et  1, 4, 5, 8

ate o i al o t o  o  
il  abo ‡

o e ial e al e loita on, o e e  a  a e lt o  an t a in  1-5, 12
U e in illi it a vi e , in l in  ellin   5, 8

‡ il  labo  n e too  a  t e o t o  o  il  labo    n e  le a  o   . 182.
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Some children in Mauritius are lured into commercial sexual exploitation by their peers or family members, or through false 
offers of other employment.(2, 11) Mauritius has never conducted a national child labor survey, and therefore information 
on the prevalence of child labor in the country is limited.(5)

Evidence suggests that incidents of physical and psychological abuse, including corporal punishment of students by teachers, 
prevent some children from attending school, which increases their risk of engaging in the worst forms of child labor. 
Because of discrimination, children with disabilities face serious barriers in accessing education.(1, 3, 13-16)

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Mauritius has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor

Convention Ratification

 . 1 8, ini  e

 . 182, o t o  o  il  abo

U  

U   onal oto ol on e  on i t

U   onal oto ol on t e ale o  il en, il  o t on an  il  o no a

ale o oto ol on a in  in e on

The Government has established laws and regulations related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 4). However, 
gaps exist in Mauritius’ legal framework to adequately protect children from child labor.

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets International 
Standards: Yes/No

Age Legislation

ini  e o  o e 16 e on  6 an  12 o  t e lo ent i t  t 17
ini  e o  a a o  o e 18 e on 12 o  t e lo ent i t  t 17
en a on o  a a o  

a on  o  vi e  o ibite  
o  il en

e e on 8 o  t e a onal a et  an  ealt  t 18

o ibi on o  o e  abo e le 6 o  t e on t on  le 2 o  t e o ba n  a in  in 
e on  t 1 , 20

o ibi on o  il  a in e le 11 o  t e o ba n  a in  in e on  t  le 1  o  
t e il  ote on t 20, 21

o ibi on o  o e ial e al 
loita on o  il en

e le 14 o  t e il  ote on t  le 25  o  t e i inal 
Code (21, 22

o ibi on o  U in  C ild en in 
lli it vi e

e le  0.1b-e, 8a, 41.1 , and 41.2 o  t e an e o   t (2

ini  e o  ilita  
e it ent

tate Co l o N/A*
tate ol nta N/A†

Non- tate Co l o  No
Co l o  d a on A e e 16 A le 7.2 o  t e d a on A t (24

ee bli  d a on e A le 5 o  t e d a on A t (24
* No on i on (25  
† No tandin  ilita  (25
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During the reporting period, the Government continued to draft a comprehensive bill to harmonize the existing legal 
framework related to children’s rights and strengthen legal provisions for child protection.(1, 5, 26, 27)

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child labor, 
including its worst forms (Table 5). However, gaps in labor law and criminal law enforcement remain and some enforcement 
information is not available.

Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement

Organization/Agency Role

ini t  o  abo , nd t ial ela on , 
lo ent, and ainin  (

n o e all labo  la , in l din  t o e elated to ild labo .(5, 12

e o  t e b d e on o  
C ild en

nve ate an  e ted o  e o ted a e o  ild labo  o  viola on o  a ild  i t . o o e la  
and oli ie  to advan e ild en  i t .( , 5, 28, 2

oli e i ade o  t e ote on o  
ino  ( ino  i ade

nve ate i e  o  t e o t o  o  ild labo , in l din  ild t a in  and o e ial e al 
e loita on.( , 5, 27  aintain a databa e o  all t a in  in ident  involvin  ild en and e e  all 
a e  o  o e ial e al e loita on to t e C ild evelo ent Unit (C U .( 0

ini t  o  ende  alit , C ild 
evelo ent and a il  el a e  

(  C ild evelo ent Unit (C U

n o e le i la on elated to ild en and i le ent oli ie  and o ial o a  elated to ild 
develo ent. ovide o ial e vi e  to vi  o  t e o t o  o  ild labo , in l din  an 
t a in .(5, 0- 2  e ate a ent al databa e o  a in  in o a on and ta in  a on to add e  

ild labo .(5, 1, 2

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2016, labor law enforcement agencies in Mauritius took actions to combat child labor, including its worst forms 
(Table 6).

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor

Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2015 2016

abo  n e to ate ndin 1.1 illion (11 1.2 illion (5
N be  o  abo  n e to 55 (11 85 (
n e to ate A t o i ed to A e  enal e No (11 No (5

ainin  o  abo  n e to
ni al ainin  o  Ne  lo ee e  (11 e  (5

ainin  on Ne  a  elated to C ild abo e  (11 e  (5
e e e  Co e  ovided e  (11 e  (5

N be  o  abo  n e on 47 † (11 1,67 ‡ (5
N be  Cond ted at o ite 47 † (11 1,67 ‡ (5
N be  Cond ted b  e  evie 0 0

N be  o  C ild abo  iola on  o nd 2 ( 4 0 (5
N be  o  C ild abo  iola on  o  i  enal e  e e o ed 0 (11 N/A (5
N be  o  enal e  o ed t at e e Colle ted N/A N/A

o ne n e on  Cond ted e  (11 e  (5
o ne n e on  a eted No (11 e  (5

Unanno n ed n e on  e i ed e  (11 e  (5
Unanno n ed n e on  Cond ted e  (11 e  (5
Co laint e ani  i t e  (11 e  (5

e i o al e e al e ani  i t  et een abo  A t o i e  and o ial e vi e e  (11 e  (5
† ata a e o  an a  1, 2015, to tobe  1, 2015.(11  
‡ ata a e o  an a  1, 2016, to tobe  1, 2016.( 4
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Although the Ministry of Labor, Industrial Relations, Employment, and Training (MOLIRE) works with the Child 
Development Unit (CDU) and the Minors’ Brigade to refer victims to social service providers, research indicates that these 
agencies do not coordinate with the Ministry of Education to ensure that victims have access to education.(9, 11, 35)

Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2016, criminal law enforcement agencies in Mauritius took actions to combat the worst forms of child labor (Table 7).

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2015 2016

ainin  o  nve ato
ni al ainin  o  Ne  lo ee Un no n e  (5

ainin  on Ne  a  elated to t e o t o  o  C ild abo Un no n N/A
e e e  Co e  ovided Un no n ( e  (5

N be  o  nve a on Un no n Un no n (5
N be  o  iola on  o nd Un no n Un no n (5
N be  o  o e on  ni ated Un no n Un no n (5
N be  o  Convi on Un no n 0 (5

e i o al e e al e ani  i t  et een C i inal A t o i e  and o ial e vi e e  (27 e  (5, 11

During the reporting period, the Minors’ Brigade, in cooperation with the CDU, received 17 complaints, including eight 
cases of child labor and four cases of commercial sexual exploitation.(5) In 2016, the police investigated at least three cases of 
child trafficking and referred three other cases of child trafficking that occurred before the reporting period to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions.(30) However, the total number of investigations, violations, and prosecutions related to the worst forms 
of child labor is unknown. In addition, research revealed that criminal law enforcement agencies lacked staff, transportation, 
and other necessities to properly enforce criminal laws related to the worst forms of child labor.(12, 36)

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR  
The Government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor, including its worst forms 
(Table 8).

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor

Coordinating Body Role & Description

Na onal C ild ote on 
Co i ee (NC C

Coo dinate and i le ent a vi e  on ild en  i t , in l din  e o t  to o bat t e o t o  o  
ild labo . C ai ed b   and al o no n a  t e i  o e ed and o in  o et e  Co i ee.

( 0, 1, 7 . n 2016, t e NC C et t i e to a  o t a a ene - ai in  a vi e  on t e o e ial 
e al e loita on o  ild en in t e to i  ind t .( 8

nte - ini te ial Co i ee on 
an a in *

Coo dinate an an -t a in  e o t  in a i . C ai ed b  t e A o ne  ene al  e and 
in l de  e e enta ve  o  , , and ot e  ini t ie .(2, , 

Na onal C ild en  Co n il (NCC Coo dinate ild ote on e o t  in a i  a  an inde endent, a a- ove n ental en t  nde  
t e a i e  o  .( , 12  n ne 2016, a tne ed it  ta e olde  to o ani e a a ene - ai in  
a ai n  on ild en  i t  in ono  o  nte na onal a  o  t e A i an C ild.(5

* e ani  to oo dinate e o t  to add e  ild labo  a  eated d in  t e e o n  e iod.

In 2016, a lack of coordination between the National Child Protection Committee (NCPC) and the National Children’s 
Council (NCC) hindered the Government’s efforts to combat the worst forms of child labor.(3, 5)

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established policies related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 9).
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Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor

Policy Description

C ild a et  nline A on lan Ai  to event e al e loita on o  ild en on t e nte net b  t en t enin  t e le al a e o  
and develo in  a a ene - ai in  o a . le ented b  t e ini t  o  n o a on and 
Co ni a on e nolo , in on n on it  , t e ino  i ade and t e e o  t e 

b d e on o  C ild en.( , 40, 41  n eb a  2016, o ani ed o o  a  a t o  a e  nte net 
a .(11

d a on and an e o e  
t ate  lan (2008 2020

Ai  to i ove e it  o  a e  to i a , e onda , and te ni al and vo a onal ed a on, and 
to ovide o ial e vi e  o  o t . ve een b  t e ini t  o  d a on.(42, 4  n 2016, develo ed 

- ea  oolin  t ate  to e and ed a on a e  o  ild en it  lea nin  di l e .(5
ove n ent evelo ent 
o a A ievin  eanin l 

C an e (2015 201

Ai  to in ea e a e  to o ial ote on e vi e  o  v lne able o la on , in l din  ild en, 
and e a i e  a e o tole an e oli  o  t e e o  ild en in d  t a in .(26, 44, 45 .

In 2016, the Government drafted a National Plan to Combat Human Trafficking and a National Strategy for Street Working 
Children; however, neither was approved by the end of the reporting period.(2, 5, 32, 39) Despite these efforts, research 
found no evidence of a policy to combat other worst forms of child labor such as commercial sexual exploitation.

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

In 2016, the Government funded programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing child labor, including its worst 
forms (Table 10).

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor‡

Program Description 

A a ene - ai in  o a  on 
Co e ial e al loita on 
and an a in †

ove n ent o a  to ed ate t e bli  on even n  o e ial e al e loita on o  ild en and 
an t a in .(2, 7  n 2016, t e oli e ed ated 1 ,558 t dent  in i a  and e onda  ool , 

a  ell a  individ al  in o nit  ente .(5, 0
o -in Cente , elte , and 

n t onal Ca e†
ove n ent o a  t at ovide e abilita on e vi e  to vi  o  o e ial e al e loita on 

and an t a in . onito ed b  t e C U.( , 27  n 2016, eated a ne  o -in Cente  in and 
ive  No t e t t at e ved 25 ild vi , and e anded t e   elte  in o de  to ovide 

a o iate e vi e  to vi .(5, 27, 0, 
 Co nt  o a  o a  t at b ild  t e a a it  o  elevant ove n ent a en ie  to ote t ild en o  

e loita on and an t a in . n 2016, t ained la  en o e ent o ial  on o nte -t a in  in 
e on .( 2, 46

d a on A i tan e o a † ove n ent o a  t at ai  to in ea e a e  to alit  i a  ed a on o  v lne able ild en. 
e e o a  in l de t e adi a on o  Ab ol te ove t  o a  t at ovide  ed a onal o t to 

500 o e old  in 22  eo a i  o et  o  ove t  and t e d a on io it  one  t at ovide e al 
o o t ni e  to i a  ool ild en t o o t t e o nt .( , 4

† o a  i  nded b  t e ove n ent o  a i .
‡ e ove n ent ad ot e  o ial o a  t at a  ave in l ded t e oal o  eli ina n  o  even n  ild labo , in l din  it  o t o .( , 27, 7, 4

In 2016, the Government established an oversight body to address the lack of appropriate standards of care, inadequate 
service provision, and overcrowding that exists in institutional care facilities and shelters that house orphans, child victims of 
commercial sexual exploitation, and victims of other types of abuses.(5, 11, 29, 35)

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor, including 
its worst forms, in Mauritius (Table 11).
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Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms

Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested

e al a e o n e t at t e la  i inall  o ibit  t e e it ent o  ild en nde  18 into non- tate 
a ed o .

2016

n o e ent t en t en t e labo  in e to ate b  a t o i in  in e to  to a e  enal e . 2015  2016
n e t at ild en iden ed d in  labo  in e on  e eive all ne e a  o ial e vi e , 

in l din  a e  to ed a on.
2015  2016

bli  o e en ive i inal la  en o e ent in o a on elated to t e o t o  
o  ild labo , in l din  t e n be  o  inve a on  ond ted, viola on  o nd, and 

o e on  ini ated.

2014  2016

n ea e t e a o nt o  t ainin , an e o e , and ndin  o  a en ie  e on ible o  
en o in  la  elated to ild labo .

2011  2016

Coo dina on t ea line oo dina on a o  a en ie  and en o a e e e ve oo dina on bet een t e 
NC C and t e NCC.

2012  2016

ove n ent oli ie Ado t a oli  t at add e e  t e o t o  o  ild labo ,  a  o e ial e al 
e loita on.

2014  2016

o ial o a Cond t e ea  to dete ine t e evalen e o  ild labo  in a i  to in o  oli ie  
and o a .

201   2016

n e t at all ild en, in l din  t o e it  di abili e , an a end ool it o t ea  o  
i al o  olo i al ab e.

2014  2016

n e t at vi  o  o e ial e al e loita on ave a e  to o e en ive and 
alit  o ial e vi e .

2010  2016
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