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In 2016, Oman made a moderate advancement in efforts to eliminate 
the worst forms of child labor. The Government published a report 
on child labor and issued regulations outlining the types of products 
children can legally sell. Although the problem does not appear to be 
widespread, children in Oman engage in the worst forms of child labor, 
including in commercial sexual exploitation. The Government does not 
publish information on the enforcement of child labor laws and lacks a 
reciprocal mechanism between the labor inspectorate and social services.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Although the problem does not appear to be widespread, children in  
Oman engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in 
commercial sexual exploitation.(1) Table 1 provides key indicators 
on children’s work and education in Oman. Data on some of these 
indicators are not available from the sources used in this report.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education
Children Age Percent

5 to 14 Unavailable 

en in  ool 5 to 14 Unavailable  

o binin  o  an  ool  7 to 14 Unavailable 

i a  o le on ate 105.2

. 2  
         

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity

i lt e a in  a vi e  n no n 1, 4, 5
i in , a vi e  n no n 1, 4-6

e vi e ellin  ite , in l in   an  ille  eat  4, 5
e in  1, 7

ate o i al o t o  o  il  abo ‡ o e ial e al e loita on 1, 8
 ete ine  b  na onal la  o  e la on a  a a o  an , a  , elevant to le  o   . 182.

‡ il  labo  n e too  a  t e o t o  o  il  labo    n e  le a  o   . 182.

The Ministry of Social Development released the country’s first major report on child labor. The report indicates that an estimated 
330 children, mostly boys, are working, primarily on farms or in subsistence fishing.(1, 4, 5) The majority of these children were 
ages 16 or 17, with 24 percent between ages 10 and 15.(5)

Limited evidence suggests that the children of migrant workers and children with disabilities may face barriers to accessing 
education.(1, 8)
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II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Oman has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

 . 1 8, ini  e

 . 182, o t o  o  il  abo

U  

U   onal oto ol on e  on i t

U   onal oto ol on t e ale o  il en, il  o t on an  il  o no a

ale o oto ol on a in  in e on

The legal framework in Oman appears to be sufficient to address and protect children from child labor (Table 4).

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets International 
Standards: Yes/No

Age Legislation

ini  e o  o e 16 le 46 o  t e il  a  
ini  e o  a a o  o e 18 le 76 o  t e abo  a  le 45 o  t e il  a  , 10
en a on o  a a o  a on  o  

vi e  o ibite  o  il en
e le 76 o  t e abo  a  ini t  o  an o e  e  

217/2016 (10, 11
o ibi on o  o e  abo e le  1, 2, an   o  t e a  to o bat an a in  

le bi  o  t e abo  a  (10, 12
o ibi on o  il  a in e le  1, 2, an   o  t e a  to o bat an 

a in  (12
o ibi on o  o e ial e al 

loita on o  il en
e le  1, 2, an   o  t e a  to o bat an a in  

le  220, 221, an  224 o  t e enal o e (12, 13
o ibi on o  U in  il en in lli it 

vi e
e le   an  22  o  t e enal o e  le 58 o  t e il  

a  ( , 13
ini  e o  ilita  e it ent

tate o l o e le 55 o  t e il  a  (
tate ol nta e 16 le 55 o  t e il  a  (
on- tate o l o e 18 le 55 o  t e il  a  (

o l o  a on e e 16‡ le 36 o  t e il  a  (
ee bli  a on e le 13 o  t e a i  a  le 36 o  t e il  a  ( , 14

 o on i on (15  
‡ e al late  ba e  on available in o a on (16

In 2016, the Ministry of Manpower issued an order prohibiting children from being employed in any sector except for the ones that 
it noted, and it listed sales as a main sector in which children are permitted to work.(11)

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child labor, including 
its worst forms (Table 5). However, gaps in labor law and criminal law enforcement remain and some enforcement information is 
not available. 
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Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement

Organization/Agency Role

ini t  o  an o e onito  an  en o e il  labo  la , on t labo  in e on , an  a e in o a on it  t e o al 
an oli e on labo  an  i inal la  viola on  en enal e  a e e .(1

ini t  o  o ial evelo ent n o e t e il  a , in l in  e eivin  o laint  an  e e in  a e  to t e o al an oli e an  
bli  o e on.(1

o al an oli e onito  an  en o e t e il  a , in l in  it  ovi ion  elate  to il  labo  e e  a e  to bli  
o e on.(1

bli  o e on o e te an t a in  an  e al e loita on a e  in o t it  a i tan e o  t e o al an 
oli e.(1, 17

il  ote on o i ee ote t il en o  e loita on, e eive o laint  an  e o t  o  il  labo , an  inve ate e o te  
a e  to ete ine et e  il en a e en a e  in o ibite  a vi e  o  et e  o in  a  ne a ve 

e e t  on t ei  ealt  o  e a on.(1, 4

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2016, labor law enforcement agencies in Oman took actions to combat child labor, including its worst forms (Table 6).

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2015 2016

abo  n e to ate n in Un no n Un no n (1
be  o  abo  n e to 160 (18 Un no n (1

n e to ate t o i e  to e  enal e Un no n (18 Un no n (1
ainin  o  abo  n e to

ni al ainin  o  e  lo ee Un no n Un no n (1
ainin  on e  a  elate  to il  abo Un no n Un no n (1

e e e  o e  ovi e Un no n Un no n (1
be  o  abo  n e on Un no n (18 Un no n (1

be  on te  at o ite Un no n (18 Un no n (1
be  on te  b  e  evie Un no n Un no n (1

be  o  il  abo  iola on  o n Un no n (18 Un no n (1
be  o  il  abo  iola on  o  i  enal e  e e o e Un no n Un no n (1
be  o  enal e  o e  at e e olle te Un no n Un no n (1

o ne n e on  on te Un no n (18 Un no n (1
o ne n e on  a ete Un no n Un no n (1

Unanno n e  n e on  e i e e  (18 e  (1
Unanno n e  n e on  on te e  (18 e  (1

o laint e ani  i t e  (18 e  (1
e i o al e e al e ani  i t  et een abo  t o i e  an  o ial e vi e o (18 o (1

Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2016, criminal law enforcement agencies in Oman took actions to combat the worst forms of child labor (Table 7).

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2015 2016

ainin  o  nve ato
ni al ainin  o  e  lo ee o (18 Un no n (1

ainin  on e  a  elate  to t e o t o  o  il  abo o (18 Un no n (1
e e e  o e  ovi e o (18 Un no n (1

be  o  nve a on Un no n Un no n  (1
be  o  iola on  o n Un no n Un no n  (1
be  o  o e on  ni ate Un no n Un no n  (1
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Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2015 2016

be  o  onvi on Un no n Un no n  (1
e i o al e e al e ani  i t  et een 
i inal t o i e  an  o ial e vi e

o (18 Un no n (1

 e ove n ent oe  not bli  t i  in o a on.

The Royal Oman Police electronically tracks reports of criminal activity and investigations.(4) Research found no evidence of formal 
mechanisms or procedures to proactively identify children engaged in the worst forms of child labor.

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor, including its worst forms (Table 8).

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description

a onal o i ee on 
le en n  t e U  

e  b  t e ini t  o  o ial evelo ent to ove ee i le enta on o  t e U  , in l in  it  
ovi ion  elate  to il  labo  an  it  o t o . e e a e b o i ee  in all 11 ove no ate .(1  
t e  e be  in l e t ee ot e  tate a en ie . e ini t  o  abo  i  not e e ente .(1

a onal o i ee o  o ba n  
an a in

ve ee  t e a onal lan o  o ba n  an a in . n l e  t e o al an oli e an  10 
ot e  tate a en ie .(1

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established policies related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 9).

Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description

a onal lan o  o ba n  an 
a in

tabli e  ole  an  e on ibili e  o  ove n ental o ani a on  involve  in o ba n  il  
t a in  an  e ibe  o e e  o  a l in  t e a  to o bat an a in .(17  e ea  

a  nable to ete ine et e  a vi e  e e n e ta en to i le ent t i  oli  in  t e 
e o n  e io .

Although the Government of Oman had adopted the National Plan for Combating Human Trafficking, research found no evidence 
of a policy to address all forms of child labor, including in farming and fishing.

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

In 2016, the Government funded programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing child labor, including its worst forms 
(Table 10).

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description 

o a  o  t e a onal 
lan o  o ba n  an 
a in

le ent  a a ene - ai in  a vi e  on an t a in  in ool  an  a on  t e ene al o la on 
an  ovi e  o ial e vi e  o  t a in  vi .(17

o ial e it  a  an e  
o a

ovi e  a i tan e to il en in lo -in o e a ilie , in l in  e a onal e vi e .(4

 o a  i  n e  b  t e ove n ent o  an.

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor, including its worst 
forms, in Oman (Table 11).

(cont)
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Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms
Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested

n o e ent olle t an  bli  ata on labo  in e to ate n in , t e n be  o  in e to , 
et e  in e to  a e a t o i e  to a e  enal e , t e t e  o  t ainin  o  t e 

labo  in e to ate, t e n be  o  in e on  an  et e  t e  e e on te  
at t e o ite o  b  e  evie  onl , t e n be  o  viola on , t e enal e  
i o e  an  olle te , an  et e  o ne an  ta ete  in e on  e e 
on te .

2013  2016

tabli  a e e al e ani  bet een la  en o e ent an  o ial e vi e . 2014  2016
bli  ata on t e t e  o  t ainin  o  inve ato  t e n be  o  i inal 

inve a on , viola on , o e on , an  onvi on  an  et e  t e e i  a 
e i o al e e al e ani  bet een i inal a t o i e  an  o ial e vi e .

2013  2016

evelo  o al e ani  an  o e e  to oa vel  i en  vi  o  t e 
o t o  o  il  labo .

2011  2016

oo ina on n e t e ini t  o  abo  a i a on in t e a onal o i ee on 
le en n  t e U  .

2016

ove n ent oli ie le ent t e a onal lan o  o ba n  an a in . 2016
evelo  a na onal oli  to a e  all o t o  o  il  labo . 2013  2016

o ial o a n e t at all il en ave e al a e  to e a on, in l in  t e il en o  
i ant o e  an  il en it  i abili e .

2011  2016
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