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Seychelles
MINIMAL ADVANCEMENT

In 2016, Seychelles made a minimal advancement in efforts 
to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The Government 
employed a sufficient number of labor inspectors to provide 
adequate coverage of the workforce. However, children in 
Seychelles engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in 
commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as a result of human 
trafficking. The law includes an exception that allows children 
as young as 15 to perform work normally prohibited to children 
under 18. The law also fails to ensure that children working under 
this exception receive adequate training and that the health, safety, 
and morals of these children are protected in accordance with 
international standards. In addition, criminal law enforcement 
agencies and coordinating bodies do not have sufficient resources to 
adequately implement laws and policies related to the worst forms 
of child labor.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Children in Seychelles engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as 
a result of human trafficking.(1-5) Table 1 provides key indicators on children’s work and education in Seychelles. Data on 
some of these indicators are not available from the sources used in this report.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education

Children Age Percent

7 to 14 Unavailable 

en in  ool 5 to 14 Unavailable 

o binin  o  an  ool  7 to 14 Unavailable

i a  o le on ate 108.8

  
         7

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity

Sector/Industry Activity

ate o i al o t o  o  
il  abo ‡

o e ial e al e loita on  o e e  a  a e lt o  an t a in  1 4  8
U e in illi it a vi e  in l in  ellin    

‡ il  labo  n e too  a  t e o t o  o  il  labo    n e  le a  o   . 18 .

Children in Seychelles, predominantly girls, are lured by peers, family members, and pimps to engage in commercial 
sexual exploitation in nightclubs, bars, guesthouses, hotels, and brothels, and on the street. Migrant workers and foreign 
tourists contribute to the demand for commercial sex, particularly on the main island of Mahé.(1-3, 8) Seychelles has never 
conducted a national child labor survey; therefore, information about the prevalence of the worst forms of child labor in the 
country is limited.

Limited evidence suggests that the lack of school infrastructure and limited availability of teachers impede access to 
education, which may increase the vulnerability of children to the worst forms of child labor.(10, 11)
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II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Seychelles has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor

Convention Ratification

 . 1 8  ini  e

 . 18  o t o  o  il  abo

U  

U   onal oto ol on e  on i t

U   onal oto ol on t e ale o  il en  il  o t on an  il  o no a

ale o oto ol on a in  in e on

The Government has established laws and regulations related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 4). However, 
gaps exist in Seychelles’ legal framework to adequately protect children from child labor.

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets International 
Standards: Yes/No

Age Legislation

ini  e o  o e 15 le 1 o  t e on t on  le 1 o  t e on i on  o  
lo ent e la on  1  1

ini  e o  a a o  o No 18 le 1  o  t e on i on  o  lo ent  
e la on  1

en a on o  a a o  a on  o  
vi e  o ibite  o  il en

e le 1  o  t e on i on  o  lo ent  
e la on  1

o ibi on o  o e  abo e le 51 o  t e enal o e  le  4 o  t e o ibi on o  
a in  in e on  t 14  15

o ibi on o  il  a in e le 4 o  t e o ibi on o  a in  in e on  t 15
o ibi on o  o e ial e al 

loita on o  il en
e le  14  15  an  45 o  t e enal o e  le  4 o  t e 

o ibi on o  a in  in e on  t 14  15
o ibi on o  U in  il en in lli it 

vi e
No

ini  e o  ilita  e it ent
tate o l o N/A*
tate ol nta e 18 A le  o  t e e en e A t 1

Non tate o l o No
o l o  a on A e e 16 A le  o  t e on t on  a a a  4 o  t e a on 

a onal one  an  o l o  a on  e  1  17
ee bli  a on e A le  o  t e on t on 1

* No on i on 18

Laws related to child labor are not completely consistent with international standards. Article 22(4) of the Conditions of 
Employment Regulations establishes an exception allowing children as young as 15 to perform work generally prohibited to 
children under 18. The law also fails to ensure that children performing work under this exception receive adequate training 
and fails to protect the health, safety, and morals of these children, in accordance with international standards. (13) In 2013, 
the Government developed a more specific list of hazardous child labor activities prohibited to children under 18, but this 
list was not approved during the reporting period.(3, 19-21)

The minimum age of 12 for light work is not in compliance with international standards. Although Seychelles specifies 
the conditions in which light work may be undertaken, it does not limit the number of hours for light work or have a 
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list of activities in which light work may be permitted.(13, 20) The Government has developed a legal amendment to the 
Conditions of Employment Regulations which would increase the minimum age for light work to 13 and include specific 
light work provisions, but the amendment was not approved during the reporting period.(20, 22)

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child labor, 
including its worst forms (Table 5). However, gaps in labor law and criminal law enforcement remain and some enforcement 
information is not available.

Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement

Organization/Agency Role

ini t  o  abo  an  an 
e o e  evelo ent 

n o e il  ote on an  il  labo  la  inve ate o laint  an  on iliate i te  bet een 
e lo e  an  o e . 5  

oli e e a t ent  a il  a  
an  il  ote on ea

nve ate i inal a e  involvin  ino  in l in  i e  o  o e ial e al e loita on  t o  
t e a il  a . ollabo ate it  t e e a t ent o  o ial A ai  to en e t at il  ab e a e  
a e a e e . 1  1  4

e a t ent o  o ial A ai  il  
ote on Unit

evelo  an  i le ent o a  to ote t v lne able il en an  onito  alle e  viola on  o  il  
labo  la  in l in  t o e elate  to t e o t o  o  il  labo . 1  1  n 016  la n e  e ten ive 
a a ene ai in  a ai n on il  ote on i e  in 4 i a  ool . 1

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2016, labor law enforcement agencies in Seychelles took actions to combat child labor, including its worst forms (Table 6).

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor

Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2015 2016

abo  n e to ate n in Un no n 1.6 illion 
N be  o  abo  n e to 1  4 1  
n e to ate A t o i e  to A e  enal e No 4 No 

ainin  o  abo  n e to   
ni al ainin  o  Ne  lo ee e  4 N/A 

ainin  on Ne  a  elate  to il  abo No 4 N/A
e e e  o e  ovi e e  4 e  

N be  o  abo  n e on 1 668 4 7 4‡ 
N be  on te  at o ite 1 6 8 4 7 ‡ 
N be  on te  b  e  evie 0 4 55‡ 

N be  o  il  abo  iola on  o n 0 4 0 
N be  o  il  abo  iola on  o  i  enal e  e e o e N/A N/A
N be  o  enal e  o e  t at e e olle te N/A N/A

o ne n e on  on te e  4 e  
o ne n e on  a ete No 4 No 

Unanno n e  n e on  e i e e  5 e  
Unanno n e  n e on  on te e  4 e  

o laint e ani  i t e  4 e  
e i o al e e al e ani  i t  et een abo  A t o i e  an  o ial e vi e e  4 e  

‡ ata a e o  an a  1  016 to Nove be  0  016.

In 2016, the Ministry of Labor and Human Resources Development had eight inspectors in Mahé Island, three in Praslin 
Island, and two in La Digue Island.(3) Reports indicate that there is a lack of trained staff, equipment, transportation, and 
funding to conduct effective inspections and legal proceedings.(2, 26)
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Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2016, criminal law enforcement agencies in Seychelles took actions to combat the worst forms of child labor (Table 7).

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2015 2016

ainin  o  nve ato   
ni al ainin  o  Ne  lo ee Un no n 4 Un no n 

ainin  on Ne  a  elate  to t e o t o  o  il  abo N/A N/A
e e e  o e  ovi e e  7 e  

N be  o  nve a on Un no n 4 1 
N be  o  iola on  o n Un no n 4 Un no n 
N be  o  o e on  ni ate Un no n 4 Un no n 
N be  o  onvi on Un no n 4 Un no n 

e i o al e e al e ani  i t  et een i inal A t o i e  an  o ial e vi e e  7 e  7

Reports indicate that there is a lack of trained staff, equipment, transportation, and funding to effectively conduct criminal 
law enforcement efforts related to the worst forms of child labor.(2, 5)

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR 

The Government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor, including its worst forms (Table 8).

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor

Coordinating Body Role & Description

Na onal oo ina n  o i ee 
on a in  in e on

oo inate a on  a ain t t a in  in e on  an  a antee ote on o  vi  at t e na onal level. 
ai e  b  t e ini t  o  o ial A ai  an  in l e  e e enta ve  o  va io  a en ie  in l in  

t e oli e  t e  an  non ove n ental ta e ol e .  4  15  1  n 016  et l le e  to 
i le ent t e vi  a i tan e tool on an t a in .  1

Na onal o n il o  il en onito  t e i le enta on o  ove n ent oli ie  to ote t t e i t  o  il en an  oo inate 
o ial o a  o  vi  o  il  ab e. 8    a e i a tono o  bo  an  in l e  
e e enta ve  o  ove n ent ini t ie  an  ivil o iet  o ani a on . n a  016  o te  a a o  
on e en e on il  ote on.

Na onal o i ion o  il  
ote on

le ent  oo inate  an  onito  ove n ent e o t  on il  ote on. ai e  b  t e ini t  o  
o ial A ai . 8   et e la l  in  t e e o n  e io . 8   30

During the reporting period, the National Coordinating Committee on Trafficking in Persons did not receive dedicated 
funding, which affected its ability to implement the National Action Plan.(2, 26)

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established policies related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 9).

Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor

Policy Description

Na onal t ate i  a e o  an  
A on lan to o bat a in  in 

e on  014 016

Ai e  to ai e a a ene  o e te e et ato  i ove vi  a e  to ote on an  
a i tan e e vi e  b il  a a it  o  ta e ol e  an  t en t en oo e a on a on  elevant 
ta e ol e  to event an  o bat t a in  in e on . 31  n 016  on te  t ainin  on an 

t a in  o  ove n ent i i a on o e .
Na onal o ial enai an e lan o  
A on 01 016

n l e  ovi ion  to e ea e viola on  o  il en  i t  bol te  il  ote on  an  en an e 
e vi e  to vi  o  o e ial e al e loita on. le ente  b  va io  ini t ie  in l in  t e 

. 3  33
Na onal a on oli ie n l e  t e a on e to  t ate i  lan 013 017  an  t e n l ive a on oli  bot  o  

i  ai  to i ove t e alit  o  an  a e  to  i a  an  e on a  e a on. ve een b  t e 
ini t  o  a on. 1  34
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Research was unable to determine whether activities were undertaken under the National Social Renaissance Plan of Action 
and the various National Education Policies.(26)

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

In 2016, the Government funded programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing child labor, including its worst 
forms (Table 10).

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor

Program Description

o e ial e al 
loita on o  il en 

A a ene  ai in

ove n ent o a  t at i le ent  a a ene ai in  a vi e  ai e  at o t . o e  on t e an e  
o  o e ial e al e loita on. 35

e ent o  o nt  o a  
011 017

ove n ent o a  in ollabo a on it  t e  t at io i e  t e o o on o  e ent e lo ent  
e e iall  o  o n  eo le  an  ai  to i en  a a o  o a on  o ibite  o  o t . 36

 o a  i  n e  b  t e ove n ent o  e elle .

Although the Government has a program to address commercial sexual exploitation, the scope of this program is insufficient to 
address the full extent of the problem, including the commercial sexual exploitation of children associated with tourism.(29)

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor, including 
its worst forms, in Seychelles (Table 11).

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms

Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested

e al a e o n e t e ini  a e o  t e e e on to t e a a o  o  o ibi on i  16. 016
n e t at il en e o in  o  n e  t e a a o  o  e e on e eive 

a e ate t ainin  in t e t e o  o  e o e  an  t e ealt  a et  an  
o al  o  t e il en a e ote te . 

016

A o t t e a  li t o  a a o  a vi e  o ibite  to il en n e  18. 016
n e t at t e la  i inall  o ibit  in  o in  an  o e in  a il  in t e 
o on an  t a in  o  .

015  016

n e t at t e la  i inall  o ibit  t e e it ent o  il en n e  18 b  
non tate a e  o . 

016

ai e t e ini  a e o  li t o  to a e 13. n e t at t e la  li t o  
ovi ion  e ibe t e n be  o  o  e  ee  o  li t o  an  e i  a 

li t o  a vi e  in i  li t o  a  be e i e  to o l  it  inte na onal 
tan a .

015  016

n o e ent a e in o a on bli l  available e a in  t e n be  o  viola on  o n  
o e on  ini ate  an  onvi on  a ieve  elate  to t e o t o  o  il  

labor.

011  016

tren t en labor la  en or e ent b  a t ori in  t e in e torate to a e  
enal e  an  ini a n  tar ete  in e on  ba e  on anal i  o  ata relate  to 

ri rone e tor  an  a ern  o  erio  in i ent .

015  016

n re t at a e ate n in  an re o r e  trainin  an  e i ent an  
rovi e  or il  labor la  en or e ent a en ie .

014  016

oor ina on n re t at t e Na onal oor ina n  o i ee on ra in  in er on  re eive  
a e ate n in  to l ll it  i ion.

015  016

overn ent oli ie n re t at t e Na onal o ial enai an e lan o  A on an  vario  Na onal 
a on oli ie  are i le ente .

016

o ial ro ra on t re ear  to be er n er tan  t e e tent an  nat re o  t e or t or  o  
il  labor in e elle  to in or  oli ie  an  ro ra .

013  016

n an e e ort  to eli inate barrier  an  a e e a on a e ible or all il ren 
b  in rea in  ool in ra tr t re an  tea er availabilit .

014  016
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Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms

Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested

o ial ro ra an  t e o e o  ro ra  to a re  t e o er ial e al e loita on o  
il ren  in l in  e loita on a o iate  it  to ri .

011  016

(cont)
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