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On 20 August 2006, the people of Abidjan in Côte in helping to address people’s fears about ongoing 

THE DUMPING OF THE TOXIC WASTE AND ITS 
IMPACT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

“We would like to know the contents of the waste and what degree of danger we are exposed 
to. … If someone is the victim of something, they have the right to know what the damage is 
and to know the health consequences in the short and long-term.”
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THE CASE FOR A LONG-TERM HEALTH STUDY
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 (hereafter 

1. THE DUMPING OF THE 
TOXIC WASTE AND ITS 
IMPACT

1.1 THE DUMPING OF THE TOXIC 
WASTE

2

4
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A basin in the residential area of Plateau 
Dokui. Toxic waste collected here, having 
travelled downstream from the “Coco 
Service” dumpsite about 2km upstream 
(UNDAC site reference 2.1). July 2016  
© Amnesty International
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The Toxic Truth,
The Toxic Truth,

9

 

 

1.2 HEALTH IMPACT

“This is the biggest health catastrophe that 
Côte d’Ivoire has known.”
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population,

Chemical dump in Côte d’Ivoire: 

The 
Toxic Truth,

Cassava growing at one of the sites where 
toxic waste was dumped in August 2006, 
at the domestic waste dump at Akouédo, 
Abidjan (UNDAC site reference 1.1). July 
2016  © Amnesty International
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1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

40

  

42 



A TOXIC LEGACY
THE CASE FOR A MEDICAL STUDY OF THE LONG-TERM HEALTH IMPACTS OF THE TRAFIGURA TOXIC WASTE DUMPING
Amnesty International 12

 

 As an initial 

44

 

46

 It is due 

Representatives from the Centre Ivorienne AntiPollution (CIAPOL) taking samples at one of the 
dumpsites during the UNEP audit. July 2016  © Amnesty International



A TOXIC LEGACY
THE CASE FOR A MEDICAL STUDY OF THE LONG-TERM HEALTH IMPACTS OF THE TRAFIGURA TOXIC WASTE DUMPING
Amnesty International 13

The Toxic Truth,

 The Toxic Truth,

 THE CHEMICALS IN THE TOXIC WASTE AND LIKELY EFFECTS OF 
 EXPOSURE  

49

CHEMICAL % OF WASTE WEIGHT

AQUEOUS PHASE52

Sodium Hydroxide (NaOH)

Total Sulphur (S)

Mercaptan Sulphur (Ethyl and Methyl Sodium Mercaptides as S)

Thiophenols

Phenols, including Cresols

Inorganic Sulphur (Sulphide and Bi-Sulphide as S)53

Cobalt Phthalocyanine Sulphonate

Catalysts (as Co)

Mercury

Zinc

Copper

Strontium
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• Sodium hydroxide (i.e., the caustic soda):

• Mercaptans / mercaptides:

HYDROCARBONS PHASE54

Hydrocarbons C5 to C11

Heavy Hydrocarbons C14 to C40, estimated from Tredi Analysis

Normal Alkanes

Branched Alkanes

Unsaturated Compounds

Cyclic Alkanes

Aromatics, of which:

C2 Alkyl Benzenes

C3 Alkyl Benzenes

C4 Alkyl Benzenes

Total Sulphur mainly as Diethyl and Methyl Propyl Disulphides (measured as S)

Mercaptan Sulphur (S)

Organo Chlorine (ex Main VII)
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• Sulphides:

• Benzene, xylene and toluene:

The Toxic Truth

Bags of contaminated material at one of 
the dumpsites on the Route d'Alepe on the 
outskirts of Djibi village. February 2009  
© Amnesty International
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The Toxic Truth,

K, 

 TRAFIGURA’S POSITION ON THE DUMPING OF THE TOXIC WASTE 
 AND ITS HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS  

 In The Toxic Truth

HEALTH
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The Toxic Truth
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d’Ivoire
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ONGOING POLLUTION AND LONG-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS
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2.1 LEGACY OF FEAR

 

2. THE CASE FOR A LONG-
TERM HEALTH STUDY

“We would like to know the contents of the waste and what degree of danger we are exposed 
to. … If someone is the victim of something, they have the right to know what the damage is 
and to know the health consequences in the short and long-term.”
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International interviewed residents of Abidjan, 
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 THE CASE OF DJIBI VILLAGE 
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The Toxic Truth,
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2.2 OBLIGATIONS UNDER
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
LAW
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 THE BOGUI STUDY 
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STAGE 2

STAGE 3
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3. CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 CONCLUSION

 

3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

TO PUBLIC HEALTH EXPERTS AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME AND 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION MEETING

• 

• 

• 

• 

– 

  in the period
 of the waste
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TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CÔTE D’IVOIRE

• 

• 
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• 

TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NETHERLANDS

TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS

TO TRAFIGURA
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