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In 2017, Cabo Verde made a moderate advancement in efforts to 
eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The government drafted 
a national action plan to combat human trafficking for labor and 
sexual exploitation and published information related to its labor 
law enforcement efforts. The Cabo Verdean Institute for Children and 
Adolescents also expanded coverage by establishing an office on Boa Vista 
Island. However, children in Cabo Verde engage in the worst forms of 
child labor in commercial sexual exploitation. Children also perform 
dangerous tasks in agriculture. In addition, social programs to assist 
children involved in agriculture and domestic work are not sufficient to 
address the scope of the problem.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR
Children in Cabo Verde engage in the worst forms of child labor in commercial 
sexual exploitation. Children also perform dangerous tasks in agriculture. (1; 2) 
Table 1 provides key indicators on children’s work and education in Cabo Verde.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education
Children Age Percent

10 to 14

5 to 14 90.1

10 to 14 1.7

85.3

Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2016, published by UNESCO Institute  
for Statistics, 2018.  
Source for all other data: Understanding Children’s Work Project’s analysis of statistics  
from Inquérito as Despesas e Receitas Familiares, 2001–2002. 

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity

†

†

†

‡

†  
‡

Limited research found that commercial sexual exploitation of both boys and girls, including in the tourism industry, occurs in the 
cities of Mindelo, Praia, and Santa Maria. (2)

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR
Cabo Verde has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Figure 1. Working Children by Sector, Ages 10-14 
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Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

The government has established laws and regulations related to child labor (Table 4). However, gaps exist in Cabo Verde’s legal 
framework to adequately protect children from child labor, including acceptable light work for children. 

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard Meets International 
Standards: Yes/No Age Legislation

No 15
18

18
17
18
15‡ 

‡

The Civil Code includes a list of light work activities that children age 14 are allowed to perform however, the law does not 
prescribe the number of hours per week permissible for light work, or specify the conditions under which light work may be 
performed. (12; 18)

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child labor (Table 5). 
However, gaps exist within the operations of the Inspector General for Labor (IGT) that may hinder adequate enforcement of their 
child labor laws.
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Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2017, labor law enforcement agencies in Cabo Verde took actions to combat child labor (Table 6). However, gaps exist within 
the operations of the IGT that may hinder adequate labor law enforcement, including financial resource allocation.

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2016 2017

N/A
N/A

N/A

IGT does not have national coverage because there is only representation on Sal, Santiago, and São Vicente islands. (23; 5) 
According to the government, enforcement of child labor laws remains challenging due to the lack of resources for inspections. (22) 
When IGT inspectors find a case of child labor, they inform the Cabo Verdean Institute for Children and Adolescents (ICCA) of 
the case for referral to social services providers. (25) 

Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2017, criminal law enforcement agencies in Cabo Verde took actions to combat child labor (Table 7). However, gaps exist 
within the operations of the criminal enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate criminal law enforcement, including a lack of 
published information.

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2016 2017

N/A 
N/A
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Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2016 2017

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor (Table 8).

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role and Description

ICCA 

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established policies that are consistent with relevant international standards on child labor (Table 9).

Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description

In 2017, the government drafted a national action plan to combat human trafficking. (30)

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR
In 2017, the government funded and participated in programs that include the goal of eliminating and preventing child labor 
(Table 10). However, gaps exist in these social programs, including the adequacy of efforts to address the problem in all sectors.

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description

†

(cont)
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Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description

†

†

†
†

Research found that programs to assist children involved in agriculture and domestic work are not sufficient to address the scope of 
the problem.

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR
Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor in Cabo Verde 
(Table 11).

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor
Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested
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