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INTRO 

Internally displaced women in north-east Nigeria 
have experienced violence and abuse from the 
Nigerian military that amount to war crimes and 
possible crimes against humanity. These women 
are demanding justice, accountability, and an 
end to these violations. 

They want to be able to feed their families; they 
want to be reunited with their husbands and  
other male family members; and they want to  
be safe.

Kusam (not her real 
name) March 2017. 
© Amnesty International

“KUSAM”*
Thirty-year-old Kusam (not her real name) said that she 

*  

Amnesty International has outlined these 

‘They Betrayed Us’: Women 
Who Survived Boko Haram Raped, Starved 
and Detained in Nigeria
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BACKGROUND 
Internally displaced people sit waiting to be served 
with food at Dikwa Camp, in Borno State in north-
eastern Nigeria, on February 2, 2016.

detained and transferred to military 
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RAPE OF STARVING 
WOMEN IN THE SATELLITE 
CAMPS

 
THOUSANDS OF HUNGER 
AND SICKNESS DEATHS  
IN THE SATELLITE CAMPS

Women collect water from a water point at the 
Internally displaced people camp, in Bama,  
on December 8, 2016. 
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“AIYA”  
 

 

“If you want to  
get water, you  
will get beaten.  
That is the price  
for water”

 
A 15-year-old mother 
cries next to the body 
of her six-month-old 
daughter at their 
home in Banki, on 28 
September 2016. Her 
daughter was brought 
into the MSF clinic 
suffering from severe 
malaria, as well as 
malnutrition. Hours 
later she passed away 
in need of a blood 
transfusion that was 
too complicated for the 
clinic to perform. 

   
Aiya (not her real name) 
March 2017. 
© Amnesty International
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STILL AT RISK 

ONGOING HUNGER

Women and children In 
Bama Hospital Camp, 
5 December 2015. 
Hundreds of displaced 
people died in this 
camp. 

   
Ama (not her real 
name) March 2017. 
© Amnesty International

“AMA”
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ONGOING SEXUAL VIOLENCE

“YEZA”

Survivor of sexual violence feeding her children, 
2017. 
© Amnesty International
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See entry, 9 March 
2018, “On 7 March 
we sent this letter 
to @NGRPresident 
– yesterday we 
received a call from 
the Presidency. We 
have made ourselves 
heard, but pray it will 
be followed by action: 
the release of our 
1269 husbands, sons 
and daughters from 
#Giwa and investigation 
into our suffering in 
Bama.” at:  twitter.com/
Knifar2017.

KNIFAR MOVEMENT
 

 
See entry, 12 
September 2017, 
“Knifar submitted to the 
#PresidentialInvestiga-
tionPanel: 1,230 names 
of our relatives in 
military detention and 
466 deaths in Bama 
#IDP camp”, at:  twitter.
com/Knifar2017.

LOVED ONES STILL 
MISSING: IMPACT ON 
WOMEN
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“ZARA” 
 

 
 
 

 

Members of Knifar waiting to testify in front of the Presidential Panel to Review 
Compliance of the Armed Forces with Human Rights Obligations and Rules of 
Engagement on 30 October 2018 in Abuja.
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“FANTA” 

“HAUWA”

“KUSAM”
 petition/letter to the National Assembly asking for 

the release of their husbands. April 2017. 
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AUTHORITIES’ RESPONSE

Knifar made a statement at the time 

stated in a letter to Amnesty that it had 

Knifar women line up to try to testify in front of the 
Presidential Investigation panel September 2017  

 

ago since we wrote to @NGRPresident but apart 
from one phone call we have heard nothing. Our 
husbands: still in detention. We struggle to feed our 
children, but will not give up until we see our loved 
ones. People must hear what injustice has been 
done to us.”, at:  twitter.com/Knifar2017.
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English, September 2018

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 7 million people who campaign for a world 
where human rights are enjoyed by all.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded 
mainly by our membership and public donations.

A woman walks as she holds a 
container at the Internally displaced people camp, 
in Bama, on December 8, 2016. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
 
To the government of Nigeria:

•  Investigate the reports of violence, 
abuse and arbitrary detention 
committed by the military in towns 
recaptured from Boko Haram, camps 
for internally displaced people and 
detention facilities in north-east 
Nigeria, including those documented 
by Amnesty International, other human 
rights and humanitarian organisations, 
and survivor-activist groups such as the 
Knifar women. Identify and address 
the factors that leave women at risk of 

sexual violence, and bring to justice 
perpetrators in fair trials without 
recourse to the death penalty. 

•  Release the report of the Panel 
to Review Compliance of the Armed 
Forces with Human Rights Obligations 
and Rules of Engagement to ensure 
transparency and accountability.

•  Ensure that all internally displaced 
people, including female-headed-
households, can equally access 
adequate levels of food and other forms 
of assistance, and step up efforts to 
combat corruption in access to food and 
other forms of humanitarian assistance.

•  Lift all movement restrictions 
imposed on internally displaced 
people unless these are in line with 
international human rights standards. 

secret places of detention. Release 
all detainees unless they are charged 
with a criminal offence provided in 
law and given a fair trial in line with 
international standards, and ensure 
families are reunited. Ensure that an 
up-to-date, centralised register of all 
people arrested and detained in the 

and is made accessible to the relatives 
and lawyers of those detained.

  In a Maiduguri 
camp for internally 
displaced people, one of 
Knifar’s leaders speaks 
at a meeting as they plan 
advocacy efforts for their 
husband’s release and 
for justice for the abuse 
they have suffered. 
March 2018. 
© Amnesty International

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
NIGERIA

www.amnesty.org

 e:  
t:   +234-(0)-909-0866-666 

 @AmnestyNigeria
  facebook.com/ainigeria/ 

34 Colorado Close,  
off Thames Street, off Alvan Ikoku Way,  
Maitama, Abuja-FCT,  
Nigeria


