
REVIEW OF 2018

 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE 
 EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 



Amnesty International is a global movement of more 
than 7 million people who campaign for a world where
human rights are enjoyed by all. 

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political
ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded
mainly by our membership and public donations.

Cover photo:
Palestinians run for cover from tear gas during 
clashes with Israeli security forces near the border 
fence between Israel and the Gaza Strip, east of 
Jabalia, on 14 May 2018, as Palestinians protest 
over the inauguration of the US embassy following 
its controversial move to Jerusalem.
© Mohammed Abed / AFP / Getty Images

© Amnesty International 2019
Except where otherwise noted, content in this document is licensed
under a Creative Commons (attribution, non-commercial, no derivatives, 
international 4.0) licence.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
For more information please visit the permissions page on our website:
www.amnesty.org
Where material is attributed to a copyright owner other than Amnesty 
International this material is not subject to the Creative Commons licence.

First published in 2019 by Amnesty International Ltd
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, UK

Index: MDE 01/9433/2019
Original language: English

amnesty.org



HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 
REVIEW OF 2018



4HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
REVIEW OF 2018

Amnesty International

CONTENTS

REGIONAL OVERVIEW 5

ALGERIA 13

BAHRAIN 16

EGYPT 19

IRAN 23

IRAQ 27

ISRAEL AND THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 30

JORDAN 34

KUWAIT 37

LEBANON 39

LIBYA 42

MOROCCO/WESTERN SAHARA 46

OMAN 49

PALESTINE (STATE OF) 51

QATAR 54

SAUDI ARABIA 56

SYRIA 60

TUNISIA 64

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 67

YEMEN 69



5HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
REVIEW OF 2018

Amnesty International

REGIONAL 
OVERVIEW 
The killing of Palestinian protesters by 
Israeli forces in Gaza and the murder of 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi in a Saudi 
Arabian consulate glaringly illustrated the 
unaccountability of Middle Eastern and 
North African states that resorted to lethal 
and other violence to repress dissent.

The crackdown on civil society actors 
and political opponents increased 

An empty water tank and a sabotaged irrigation well on an abandoned farm near Sinune, north of Sinjar mountain, Iraq, September 2018. A farmer from a neighbouring farm 

© Alice Martins
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a widespread crackdown in Maghreb 

REPRESSION OF DISSENT

LETHAL AND OTHER VIOLENCE

resorted to lethal and other violence to 
repress dissent. According to a local 

to respond positively to civil society calls 

disappeared. 

ARBITRARY DETENTION
The crackdown on civil society actors 
and political opponents increased 

hijab

A woman stands atop a raised structure in the city of 
Karaj, Alborz province, and places her headscarf at the 
end of a stick in one of the peaceful protests against 
forced hijab (veiling) in Iran in 2018.
© White Wednesdays Campaign
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presidential elections. They arrested 

MUZZLING OF MEDIA AND 
ASSOCIATIONS

the state”.

access to the internet. 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

rights or protesting against violence 

LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

violence in 

ENTRENCHED DISCRIMINATION

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER 
AND INTERSEX (LGBTI) 
PEOPLE

DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON AND 
TUNISIA
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STATE PERSECUTION

ARMED CONFLICT

ARMED HOSTILITIES

Destroyed buildings in the city of Raqqa, Syria, 15 February 2018. © Amnesty International
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INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE

internally displaced people.

REFUGEES

these were vastly overshadowed by the 

A residential building in the Faj Attan district of the Yemeni capital, Sana’a, on 21 September 2017. It was destroyed by an air strike that was carried out by the Saudi Arabia-
led coalition on 25 August 2017, killing 16 civilians and injured 17 more. © Rawan Shaif
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ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE

DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON AND 
TUNISIA

protesters. 

GENERALIZED IMPUNITY

ongoing violations. To take one glaring 

MINORITIES

STATE PERSECUTION

arrested and detained in connection with 

LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

ARMED GROUP ATTACKS

overwhelming majority of Yazidis remained displaced in 2018. © Amnesty International
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LABOUR AND MIGRATION

MIGRANT LABOUR AND DOMESTIC 
WORKERS

kafala

workers in Qatar and all those working in 

TRANSIT MIGRANTS

Algerian border. 

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

working conditions and other grievances. 

HEALTH, WATER, SANITATION 
AND HOUSING

WATER

OCCUPATION AND BLOCKADE

which decreased electricity and water 
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COUNTER-TERROR AND 
SECURITY

violations across the region.

COUNTER-TERRORISM OPERATIONS 
IN EGYPT

investigated these incidents or 

ARBITRARY DETENTION, TORTURE 
AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT AND 
UNFAIR TRIALS

reported. 

DENATURALIZATION AND BORDER 
CONTROL ORDERS

border control orders to restrict the right 

DEATH PENALTY

death penalty in both law and practice. 

into practice. 
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ALGERIA
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria
Head of state: 
Head of government: Ahmed Ouyahia 

by arbitrarily arresting and detaining sentences were handed down; there were 

BACKGROUND

 

  

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

in 2018. © Francesco Bellina
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six activists were arrested and detained 

 

year prison sentence against activist 

     

were involved in protests in Algeria. 

newspapers Algeria Direct and Dzair 
Press

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

their activities in March.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF
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MIGRANTS, REFUGEES AND 
ASSYLUM-SEEKERS

desert to cross the borders.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

IMPUNITY FOR PAST ABUSES

DEATH PENALTY
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BAHRAIN
Kingdom of Bahrain
Head of state: Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
Head of government: Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa

against those convicted in national 

BACKGROUND

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

A Bahraini woman walks past images of political prisoners plastered on a wall in Sanabis, Bahrain, as she makes her way to attend events for the Shi’a religious occasion of 

© Hasan Jamali / AP / REX / Shutterstock
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a Bahraini prison. This conviction was 

related to telephone conversations he 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND 
ASSEMBLY

REVOCATION OF NATIONALITY AND 
STATELESSNESS

against those convicted in national 

UNFAIR TRIALS

their Bahraini nationality.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT
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WOMEN’S RIGHTS

MIGRANT WORKERS

DEATH PENALTY

death sentences handed down against 

ACCESS

on Arbitrary Detention reiterated its 

no avail.
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EGYPT
Arab Republic of Egypt
Head of state: Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
Head of government: Moustafa Madbouly (replaced Sherif 
Ismail in June)

and restricted and harassed civil society 

BACKGROUND

 

Members of Egypt’s banned Muslim Brotherhood are seen inside a glass dock during their trial in the capital, Cairo, on 28 July 2018. An Egyptian criminal court referred 75 
death sentences, including of Muslim Brotherhood leaders, to the country’s grand mufti for consultation on the same day. © Khaled Desouki / AFP / Getty Images
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND 
ASSEMBLY

the crackdown on dissent they started 

The police responded harshly to people 

protesting against the rise in ticket prices 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 

release on bail. 

the law.

police station.

UNFAIR TRIALS AND ARBITRARY 
DETENTION

Abbas was released on probation on 11 

a week.  
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES AND 
EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS 

March and 1 April and then charged with 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

the health care she needed and only 

DEATH PENALTY 

 

 

ordering a retrial.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS 

had led in the past to reprisals against 

her provisional release on probation on 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF 

were attacked by locals and in others 
based on allegations that they were 

registration. This practice is in violation 

registration. 
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protest against the prayers being held 

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND 
INTERSEX (LGBTI) PEOPLE 

gender identity. 

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

non-refoulement. Military 

Those convicted tended to be sentenced 

 

LABOUR RIGHTS

MILITARY OPERATION IN SINAI: 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

international law.

at a checkpoint as they were leaving their 

an investigation into the incident. 
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IRAN
Islamic Republic of Iran
Head of state: Sayed Ali Khamenei 
Head of government: Hassan Rouhani 

BACKGROUND

“likely lead to silent deaths in hospitals 

 

FREEDOMS OF EXPRESSION, 
ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY
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EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE 

protesters were arrested. At least one 

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND 
DETENTIONS

were denied access to an independent 

carries the death penalty. 

broadcast on state television.

hijab 

CRACKDOWN ON MEDIA 

workers were arbitrary arrested and 

blocked. 

HOUSE ARRESTS OF OPPOSITION 
LEADERS 

charge or trial since 2011.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

their arrests in connection with the 

his arbitrary arrest two weeks earlier. 
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CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING 
PUNISHMENT

when he was 14 or 15 years old.

blinding sentences. 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

DISCRIMINATION – WOMEN AND 
GIRLS

right to pass their nationality to their 

widespread. 

hijab by 

appearing on stage. 
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DISCRIMINATION – ETHNIC 
MINORITIES 

kulbars

reportedly arrested in connection 

displaying the geographical locations 

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

persisted. 

drivers were arrested and threatened with 
the death penalty. 

DEATH PENALTY

had no right to appeal against prison 

within which to appeal death sentences. 

three were denied access to their lawyers 
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IRAQ
Republic of Iraq 
Head of state: Barham Ahmed Salih (replaced Fuad Masum 
in October)
Head of government: Adil Abdul Mahdi (replaced Haider 
al-Abadi in October) 

BACKGROUND

legislators.

reported to have been poisoned and 
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stated that an investigation into the 

INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE

COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENTS 

BLOCKS ON RETURNS AND 
SECONDARY DISPLACEMENT 

EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

blocked roads.

by other protesters. 

arrested and detained protesters. They 

ordered an investigation into the violence 

KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ 

as well as activists took to the streets 
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protesters were charged with inciting 

They added that the protesters had 

parties had incited violence. 

ABUSES BY ARMED GROUPS

deliberately targeted civilians in crowded 

earlier in the week had shown the six 

UNFAIR TRIALS 

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND 
ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

reported witnessing other detainees die 

DEATH PENALTY 

people were sentenced to death by 

IMPUNITY AND LACK OF REMEDY 
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ISRAEL AND 
THE OCCUPIED 
PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORIES
State of Israel
Head of state: Reuven Rivlin
Head of government: Benjamin Netanyahu

as they were shot while posing no 

BACKGROUND

Palestinian Jihad Shawamrah stands on the ruins of his house, which he demolished in order not to face the prospect of Israeli settlers moving in, after he lost a land 
ownership case in Israeli courts, in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Beit Hanina, 19 July 2018. © Reuters/Ammar Awad
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DISCRIMINATION 

UNLAWFUL KILLINGS  

since the protests began.

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AND 
RIGHTS TO HEALTH, WATER AND 
SANITATION 

water and sanitation crisis.  
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ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND 
DETENTIONS  

detention orders since their arrest in 

respectively.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT  

to visit their relatives. 

still to be investigated.

FREEDOMS OF EXPRESSION, 
ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY  FORCIBLE TRANSFERS, FORCED 

EVICTIONS AND DEMOLITIONS



HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
REVIEW OF 2018

Amnesty International

IMPUNITY

Attorney General closed the case relating 

civilians were killed. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND 
GIRLS

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS

since 2008. 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
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JORDAN
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Head of state: King Abdullah II bin al-Hussein
Head of government: 
in June)

to the internet was restricted; and 

Death sentences were passed; there were 

BACKGROUND
to the 2014 tax law presented by 

on 4 June after a wave of anti-austerity protests by citizens suffering from high unemployment and repeated price hikes. © Ahmad Gharabli/AFP/Getty Images
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DETENTION

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

internet; and censored online content.

to violence and carry harsh sanctions. 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

by the state. According to activists with 

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
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REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS

the protection and assistance provided 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

with its obligations as a state party 

DEATH PENALTY
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KUWAIT
State of Kuwait
Head of state: Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah
Head of government:

and were denied the right to a nationality. 

BACKGROUND

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, 
ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

or 

demonstration outside the National Assembly building in Kuwait City on 29 September 2018, in protest against the government’s new censorship regulations on publications, 
which resulted in the banning of many books from entering the country. © Yasser Al-Zayyat/AFP/Getty Images
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his sentence. 

charges relating to their participation in 
a 2011 protest. The convictions were 

DISCRIMINATION - BIDUN

DEPRIVATION OF NATIONALITY

years earlier.

MIGRANT WORKERS

kafala 

workers.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

DEATH PENALTY

reported.
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LEBANON
Lebanese Republic
Head of state: Michel Aoun
Head of government: Saad Hariri

BACKGROUND
Treaty and approved a controversial 

organizations say they are doing their best to distribute emergency aid to the most vulnerable among the estimated 340,000 Syrian refugees living in Bekaa Valley.
© Joseph Eid/AFP/Getty Images
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REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS

the Masnaa border crossing in eastern 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

 

care settings and 10 reported that they 

centres or police stations.

kafala

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND 
INTERSEX PEOPLE

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
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RIGHT TO HOUSING

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES AND 
ABDUCTIONS

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Prosecutor v. Ayyash et 
al.

DEATH PENALTY
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LIBYA
State of Libya
Head of state: Fayez Serraj (disputed)

were widespread in state prisons and 
were reported.

BACKGROUND
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consolidate its power and expel the Derna 

illegally and attacking oil installations.

ARMED CONFLICT ABUSES

ARBITRARY ARRESTS, DETENTIONS 
AND ABDUCTIONS 

detention.

 

They were kept in overcrowded cells with 

perceived as contradicting their social 

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

 

naval base in Tripoli. They were released 
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Fasanea

JUSTICE SYSTEM AND IMPUNITY 

two days. 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE

clashes and hostilities as well as 

displaced persons reported a dire 

 

internally displaced since 2011 travelled 

REFUGEES, ASYLUM-SEEKERS AND 
MIGRANTS 

violence and extortion both inside and 

who did not necessarily adhere to the 

were kept in appalling conditions. They 
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challenge their detention and were not 

breaching international standards on 
detention.

2018 this practice was halted and the 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

DEATH PENALTY
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MOROCCO/
WESTERN SAHARA
Kingdom of Morocco
Head of state: Mohammed VI
Head of government: Saad-Eddine El Othmani

BACKGROUND

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

protests in the northern Rif region, commonly known as Hirak El-Rif. © Fadel Senna / AFP / Getty Images
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Akhbar Al-Youm

in prison. 

Arbitrary Detention called on Morocco 

that his detention violated his rights to 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

associations.

1 
dîner, 2 cons.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

drove into the crowd and ran over at 

UNFAIR TRIALS, TORTURE AND 
OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

DETENTION – PRISON CONDITIONS

connected with protests between prisons 

RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, ASYLUM-
SEEKERS AND REFUGEES
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non-
refoulement.

intercepted a boat with at least 15 
Moroccan nationals in Moroccan waters 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

gender stereotypes and does not address 

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND 
INTERSEX (LGBTI) PEOPLE

RIGHTS OF DOMESTIC WORKERS

DEATH PENALTY

POLISARIO CAMPS
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OMAN
Sultanate of Oman
Head of state: Qaboos bin Said Al Said
Head of government: Qaboos bin Said Al Said

penal code contained harsh penalties 

BACKGROUND

 

ARBITRARY DETENTIONS AND 
UNFAIR TRIALS 

were arrested in May and April and held 

to their lawyers or receive or review any 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
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provisions that give sweeping powers to 
FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND 
ASSEMBLY
The new penal code also threatens to 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

in law and practice. They are not 

prohibited by law.

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND 
INTERSEX PEOPLE

DETENTION CONDITIONS

MIGRANT WORKERS

restrictive kafala

DEATH PENALTY
The new penal code retained the death 
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PALESTINE 
(STATE OF)
Palestine (State of)
Head of state: Mahmoud Abbas
Head of government: Rami Hamdallah

BACKGROUND

 

 

Palestinians clash with policemen during a demonstration to protest against a decision by the Palestinian authorities to grant public land to the Russian church, in the West 
Bank city of Hebron, on 4 February 2017. © Hazem Bader / AFP / Getty Images
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catastrophe.

FREEDOMS OF EXPRESSION, 
ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY 

in their crackdown on online expression.
 

in which he said that he did not pledge 

EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

were arbitrarily arrested and beaten in 

had been apprehended and attacked by 

 

open an investigation. 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

ARBITRARY DETENTION
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WOMEN’S RIGHTS

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
RIGHTS
Despite increasing protests both in 

DEATH PENALTY

sentenced at least 12 people to death.

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND 
INTERSEX (LGBTI) PEOPLE 

ABUSES BY ARMED GROUPS

JUSTICE SYSTEM
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QATAR
State of Qatar
Head of state: Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
Head of government: Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani

 

BACKGROUND

and their children were born stateless.

LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS



55HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
REVIEW OF 2018

Amnesty International

broad discretion granted to the Minister 

they engage in “political activity” in Qatar.

MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

workers in Qatar and all those working in 

 

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

the press were arrested and deported. 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

the nationality law. 

DEATH PENALTY
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SAUDI ARABIA
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Head of government: Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud

  

BACKGROUND

Nassima al-Sada, Mohammad Salih al-Bajadi. © Private
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FREEDOMS OF EXPRESSION, 
ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

repression and release all those detained 

sentences on charges based on their 

EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS
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was strangled as soon as he entered the 

into the killing.

DEATH PENALTY

 

the year.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT

WOMEN’S RIGHTS
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girls with disabilities and girls living in 

DISCRIMINATION – SHI’A MINORITY

MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

non-refoulement.
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SYRIA
Syrian Arab Republic
Head of state: Bashar al-Assad
Head of government: Imad Khamis

and direct attacks on civilians and 

Men wait by the side of the road for casual labour in Raqqa, Syria, on 5 February 2018. Many labourers end up clearing partially destroyed or damaged buildings, a very risky 
endeavour; in many of them, the Islamic State armed group placed mines, which frequently kill and injured civilians. © Amnesty International
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BACKGROUND

and Daraa governorate. This led to the 

 

ARMED CONFLICT – VIOLATIONS BY 
THE GOVERNMENT AND ITS ALLIES
Direct attacks on civilians and civilian 
objects and indiscriminate attacks 

direct attacks on civilians and civilian 

an incendiary weapon on a residential 

SIEGES AND DENIAL OF 
HUMANITARIAN ACCESS 
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RESTRICTION OF CIVILIAN MOVEMENT 

approval to leave the town. 

to evade the restrictions in order to 

ARMED CONFLICT – ABUSES BY 
ARMED GROUPS AND ALLIES

ARBITRARY DETENTION, TORTURE 
AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT 

 

ARMED CONFLICT – AIR STRIKES 
BY US-LED COALITION

took place. 

ABUSES BY THE PYD-LED 
AUTONOMOUS ADMINISTRATION 

detention in poor conditions.

REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY 
DISPLACED PEOPLE  

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES
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disappearance and death.

RIGHT TO HOUSING 

been designated. According to research 

DEATH PENALTY
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TUNISIA
Republic of Tunisia
Head of state: Béji Caïd Essebsi 
Head of government: Youssef Chahed 

BACKGROUND

poor living conditions and water 
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to disperse protesters allegedly throwing 

TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE

report to the president and at the end 

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT 

that day.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND 
PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 

take to the streets to protest against the 

appeal increased the sentence against 
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EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

and denied those arrested access to a 

stated that he had a chronic respiratory 

inhalation.

the investigation was ongoing at the end 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

based violence. 

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND 
INTERSEX (LGBTI) PEOPLE

Article 226bis. 

year it was awaiting consideration by 

and liberties.

RIGHT TO WATER 

to the water shortages in their towns. The 

104 protests related to access to water 

DEATH PENALTY
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UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES
United Arab Emirates
Head of state: Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Head of government: 

handed down death sentences; no 

BACKGROUND

allowing Qatari residents who had been 

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND 
DETENTIONS

Filipino workers have their eyes scanned at a visa processing centre in Al Aweer, about 30km east of Dubai in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), on 1 August 2018.
© Kamran Jebreili /AP / REX / Shutterstock
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days later he was pardoned and released.

in the service sector were arbitrarily 
detained in early 2018 and held 

They were denied access to legal 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

relative to nationals and to price levels 

STATELESSNESS

born within its borders and had no other 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-
TREATMENT 

DEATH PENALTY
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YEMEN
Republic of Yemen
Head of state: Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi
Head of government: 
Ahmed Obeid bin Daghr in October)

BACKGROUND

consolidated their control over large parts 

 

Children play outside a half-built structure in Gawa’la, a desert area on the outskirts of Aden, Yemen, in May 2018. Seven families, with more than 20 children, are squatting 

between December 2017 and May 2018 in which Yemeni government forces (backed by the Saudi Arabia-led coalition) attempted to oust control of the strategic port city of 
Hodeidah from Huthi forces. © Amnesty International
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VIOLATIONS BY HUTHI FORCES

civilians by basing troops and vehicles 

VIOLATIONS BY THE SAUDI ARABIA-
LED COALITION

strike location. 

or directed against civilians and civilian 

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND 
DETENTIONS

arbitrary detention practices.

arbitrarily arrested and detained critics 

 

2016 and May 2018. The cases involved 
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RESTRICTIONS ON ESSENTIAL GOODS

 

all parties are obliged to allow and 

personnel.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

DEATH PENALTY 



This report documents the state of human rights in the countries 
of the Middle East and North Africa during 2018. It is composed 
of a regional overview and 19 country entries, subdivided by key 
human rights themes. 

The killing of Palestinian protesters by Israeli forces in Gaza and 
the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in a Saudi Arabian 
consulate glaringly illustrated the unaccountability of Middle 
Eastern and North African states that resorted to lethal and 
other violence to repress dissent. The crackdown on civil society 

Iran and Saudi Arabia. Across the region, authorities used 
arbitrary detention, excessive force against protesters and 
administrative measures to restrict civil society. 

Armed hostilities in both Iraq and Syria decreased. As a result, 
fewer civilians were killed, but many continued to suffer the 
impact of serious violations, including war crimes, committed by 

as well as the devastating humanitarian situations that arose 
from or were exacerbated by their actions. 

Despite the repression, 2018, like 2017, saw limited positive 
developments at a legislative and institutional level with respect 

developments aimed at addressing past violations occurred in 
Lebanon and Tunisia.
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