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SNAPSHOTS

“THEY DON'T SEE USAS PEOPLE”: SECURITY OF
TENURE AND FORCED EVICTIONS IN ESWATINI

In April 2018 at least 60 people, more than half of them
children, were forcibly evicted and their homesteads demolished
by armed police and bulldozers in a farming area in the
Malkerns town. This came after at least 180 people were forcibly
evicted from Nokwane in 2014 to make way for a government-
led development initiative.

The Eswatini Constitution establishes a dual land tenure system,
consisting of Swazi Nation Land, held in trust by the King, and
privately-owned Title-Deed Land. The existing legal framework
fails to provide at least hundreds of people with a minimum
degree of security of tenure. Amnesty International found that
the families in the Malkerns and Nokwane were forcibly evicted
and made homeless primarily because they lacked security of
tenure.

Under international human rights law, evictions may only be
carried out as a last resort, once all other feasible alternatives
have been explored and appropriate procedural protections are
in place. Amnesty International found that even if the evictions
had been legally justified, the authorities failed to put in place
the safeguards required by international law.

The threat of forced evictions continues today in Eswatini.
Amnesty International is calling for a nationwide moratorium on
mass evictions until adequate legal and procedural safeguards
are in place to ensure that all evictions comply with international
and regional human rights standards, and that reparations are
provided to all forcibly evicted families.
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