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In 2018, Egypt made a moderate advancement in efforts to 
eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The Ministry of Social 
Solidarity provided supplemental financial support to over 1.6 
million individuals to support children’s school attendance. 
The government also supported the enrollment of 44,000 
refugee children in schools and formally adopted the National 
Plan of Action Against the Worst Forms of Child Labor and 
Supporting Family and the National Strategy on Childhood and 
Motherhood, which also has a section on child labor. However, 
children in Egypt engage in the worst forms of child labor, 
including in commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as a 
result of human trafficking, and in quarrying limestone. The 
government did not publish data on the enforcement of child 
labor laws. In addition, programs to combat child labor are 
insufficient to adequately address the extent of the problem.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Children in Egypt engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in commercial sexual exploitation, 

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and 
Education
Children Age Percent

Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2017, published by UNESCO  
Institute for Statistics, 2019.  
Source for all other data: International Labor Organization’s analysis of statistics  
from Survey of Young People in Egypt, 2009

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity
Agriculture

Industry

tuktuks

Figure 1. Working Children by Sector,  
Ages 5-14

Agriculture
53.2%

Services
30.4%

Industry
16.5%
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Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity

Categorical Worst Forms of Child Labor‡

 

Some girls are subjected to commercial sexual exploitation under the pretext of temporary marriage to wealthy 

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

UN CRC

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets 
International 
Standards

Age Legislation

Yes
Yes

(Cont.)
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Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets 
International 
Standards

Age Legislation

Yes

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes

Yes

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

No bis

Prohibition of Using Children in Illicit Yes

Minimum Age for Voluntary State Military 
Recruitment

Yes Ministry of Defense Guidelines on Youth Volunteers in the Armed 

Prohibition of Compulsory Recruitment Yes

Prohibition of Military Recruitment by Yes bis

Compulsory Education Age Yes

Free Public Education Yes

criminally prohibit the use of a child in prostitution, although procuring of children for commercial sexual 

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON CHILD LABOR

Table 5.  Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role
Ministry of Manpower

Ministry of the Interior

Ministry of Justice, Prosecutor General’s 

(Cont.)
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Labor Law Enforcement

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2017 2018
Labor Inspectorate Funding

Number of Labor Inspectors

Inspectorate Authorized to Assess Penalties

N/A N/A

Number of Labor Inspections Conducted

Number of Child Labor Violations Found

Number of Child Labor Violations for Which Penalties Were Imposed

Number of Child Labor Penalties Imposed that Were Collected

Routine Inspections Conducted

Unannounced Inspections Permitted

Unannounced Inspections Conducted

Complaint Mechanism Exists

information about the funding of the inspectorate, initial training for new inspectors, the number of inspections, 

Criminal Law Enforcement

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2017 2018

N/A
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Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2017 2018
Number of Violations Found

Number of Prosecutions Initiated

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON CHILD LABOR

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description
National Council for Childhood and 

campaigns, NCCM reported an increase in the number of reports of irregular migrations and child 

National Coordinating Committee to 
Combat the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor

determine whether the National Coordinating Committee to Combat the Worst Forms of Child 

National Coordination Committee 

Child Protection Committees

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON CHILD LABOR

 

(Cont.)
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Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description
National Plan of Action Against the Worst 
Forms of Child Labor and Supporting 

National Strategy for Childhood and 

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description
Enhancing Access of Children 
to Education and Fighting Child 

Expanding Access to Education 

Solidarity and Dignity Program Funded by the Ministry of Social Solidarity, the program promotes schools attendance and health 

Children without Shelter†

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR
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Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor

Area Suggested Action Year(s) 
Suggested

Enforcement Publish information on labor inspection, including the funding, initial training for inspectors, number 

Coordination Ensure the National Coordinating Committee to Combat the Worst Forms of Child Labor is able to 

Social Programs

Expand programs to address the full scope of the child labor problem, particularly in commercial 
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Egypt in collaboration with UNICEF to expand educational 

 


