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CONTENT AND TRIGGER WARNING

This comic contains content that depicts homophobic, transphobic and violent attitudes, and may
be challenging to read for some people.
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INTRODUCTION

In 1883, the British who had taken control of the island of Sri Lanka, passed the main law which
deals with crimes in Sri Lanka — the Penal Code. This law identified all the acts that became a
“crime”. Some of these prohibitions, such as Section 365 and 365A, were not enshrined in law
before the Penal Code was passed. These two sections prohibited “carnal intercourse against the
order of nature” and “gross indecency”. The Penal Code did not give a specific explanation of what
these meant, but these vague and overly broad 136-year-old colonial laws are still being used to
target people in Sri Lanka who identify as or are thought to be lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or
intersex (LGBTI).

Section 399 of the Penal Code bans “cheating by impersonation” which means pretending to be
someone else or telling a person they are someone that they are not. This law has been used to
target LGBTI people, especially transgender people, to allege that they are “pretending” to be a
different gender.

The Vagrants Ordinance, put in place by the British in 1841, punishes anyone behaving in a
“disorderly manner”, which can mean anyone who is begging, thought to be taking part in sex work
(defined in law as “prostitution”), or accosts or annoys anyone, amongst other things. This 178-year-
old law has been used to disproportionately target LGBTI people, allowing the police to take them
into custody and even put them in prison.

Even though these colonial British laws are still part of Sri Lanka’s legal system, the Government of
Sri Lanka has signed agreements, also known as treaties, at the United Nations (UN). Some of the
agreements Sri Lanka signed include the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), which is aimed at ensuring that the civil and political rights of its people are upheld; the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which aims to protect the
economic, social and cultural rights of all people; and the UN Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), to protect women and girls. These conventions
apply to all individuals equally, which means the State should protect people against discrimination
on the basis of sexual orientation (who they are attracted to) or gender identity (how they define
themselves), regardless of their sex assigned at birth. By signing these conventions, the Sri Lankan
government has pledged to ensure they will protect and promote the rights of all people including
LGBTI people, and protect people from discrimination based on their sexual orientation and/or their
gender identity.

The Constitution of Sri Lanka, which was first introduced after independence in 1978, protects
important “Fundamental Rights” that apply to everyone in the country. These rights must be obeyed
by everyone as the Constitution is the highest law in Sri Lanka. Some fundamental rights include:
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, the right to not be tortured, the right to not
be arrested without a reason, the right to freedom of speech and to associate with anyone.

Article 12 of the Constitution promises the right to equality for all people. This means that no one
can be treated differently because of their “race, religion, language, caste, sex, political opinion, and
place of birth”. In 2014, the Government of Sri Lanka, confirmed before the UN that Article 12 also
prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. Therefore, under both Sri
Lankan and international law, no one should be treated differently because they are LGBTI, and
people who are LGBTI should have the same rights and protections as anyone else in Sri Lanka.



In 2017 at Sri Lanka’s third Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN, the Sri Lankan government
confirmed that it was committed to ensuring that no laws would be used to discriminate against
people on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity. Unfortunately, however, laws such
as the Penal Code and the Vagrants Ordinance are still being used to target and harass people on the
basis of their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity.

This comic uses real stories of LGBTI people who spoke to Amnesty International about the
discrimination and harassment they have faced. These stories only show a small sample of the wide
scale of threats, abuses and violations that people face in Sri Lanka because of their real or
perceived sexual orientation or gender identity.

To make sure the Government of Sri Lanka follows its Constitution and lives up to its international
human rights commitments it must immediately:

e Remove sections 365, 365A and 399 from the Penal Code so that they cannot be used to
target people because of their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity.

e Remove the Vagrants Ordinance from the laws of Sri Lanka, so that it cannot be used to
discriminate against people because of their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender
identity.

e  Make sure no other laws can be used to discriminate against people because of their real
or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity.

e  Make sure that LGBTI people are given the full protection of the law, and are not harassed,
extorted or abused by police because of their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender
identity.

e Take steps to make sure people are not discriminated against, harassed or subjected to
violence in public and private places because of their real or perceived sexual orientation
or gender identity. If this happens, the government must make sure there is a mechanism
through which complaints can be made and heard safely. And make sure all cases are
properly investigated and the perpetrators are held accountable.

The people of Sri Lanka must:

e  (Cultivate an environment that is inclusive of all people, and make sure people are not
discriminated against, harassed or abused because of their real or perceived sexual
orientation or gender identity.

e Beallies to LGBTI people.



Chapter O1

MANJU




LORD BUDDHA HAD
FIVE DREAMS
BEFORE ATTAINING
GREAT ENLIGHTENMENT,
WHICH PREDICTED THE

EVENTS TO COME.

ONE OF THEM WAS ABOUT 8IRDS OF FOUR DIFFERENT COLOURS,
FLYING TOWARDS EACH OTHER FROM FOUIR DIRECTIONS....

.. MEETING AT THE

CENTRE AND BECOMING
LONE coLour.* J \

YALL HUMANS BELONGING TO DIFFERENT CASTES ARE TREATED AS EQLIALS.
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RICH, POOR, MEN, WOMEN...

"SIMILARLY,
TO 8UDDHA,
> S KINGS, LORDS, PEASANTS,

- JoLy
|amauanm

..EVERYONE BECAME EQUAL.”

HE DION'T DISCRIMINATE
AGAINST ANYONE WHO
WANTED TO 8E ORDAINED.

HE TREATED
EVERYONE
AS EQUALS.




LOKU HAMUDURUWO™
WANTS TO SPEAK TO YOU

OK KIDS, THAT'S ENOUGH FOR
TODAY. T'LL SEE YOU NEXT WEEK.
THERLIWAN SARANAI*

THERLIWAN SARANAI
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CHIEF PRELATE *MAY THE TRIPLE GEM BLESS YO/

MANJU,
I KNOW THE KIDS
LOVE YOU...

.. BUT SOME PARENTS HAVE SOME OF THEM

OF

ASKED ME TO 5TOP you Feom| | WHY LOKU HAMLIDLIRUWANE? HAVE SEEN YOU
TEACHING AT OUR TEMPLE'S WHAT HAPPENED? WITH SOME...
SLNDAY SCHOOL. PEOPLE THEY
DON'T
g APPROVE

;!

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN

HAMUDURU-
WANE?




THEY SAID MEN WHO
ACTED AND DRESSED LIKE
WOMEN

DO YOU MEAN TRANSGENDER

AND 6AY PEOPLE LOKU
HAMUDURUWANE?

"LOKU HAMUDLIRLUWANE,
I WORK WITH LOTS OF
PEOPLE, TO EDUCATE
AND SUPPORT THEM/

SOME OF THEM
MAY LOOK
DIFFERENT FROM
WHAT THE PARENTS
ARE USED TO, 8UT
THEY AREN'T DOING
ANYTHING WRONG!”

I TRY TO FOLLOW LORD
BUDDHA’S TEACHINGS
AND TREAT EVERYONE
EQUALLY!

IS THAT
50 WRON&?

MANUJU, T KNOW THE
CHILOREN LOVE YOU, 8UT IF
I DON'T DO ANYTHING, THE

PARENTS WILL BLAME ME!

I'M 5ORRY

LOKU HAMUDURLUWANE, T
DON'T WANT TO CAUSE
ANY TROUBLE FOR YOU OR
THE TEMPLE...

“. TLL LEAVE.”




ONE MONTH LATER

HOW ARE
yOou? we
REALLY
MISS YOU
AT DAHAM
PASAL!

YES SIR,
THE OTHER
TEACHERS
DON'T CARE
AS MUCH AS
YOu.

DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT
THOSE
THINGS
PUTHA*

*CHILD

YOU ARE THERE TO LEARN
ABOUT BUDDHISM, SO
YOU DO THAT FIRST/

GROW UP TO 8E
600D BUDDHISTS
WHO TREAT
EVERYONE WITH
KINDNESS AND
RESPECT...

..THEN YOU
WILL MAKE
ME PROLID!

OK MANJU SIR,
WE'LL 60 THEN.

THEI?LIWAN
SARANAI SIr
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Chapter O1

MANJU

Part 2
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-

I'M 6OING
HOME SIR.

WHAT'S
IN Your
BAe?

THAT’S NOT WRONé&!
YOU CAN'T JUST
ARREST ME FO-

WHY DO YOU HAVE
THIS? ARE YOU EAY?, WHy?

WHAT DID

\(\_

YOU WERE
ON THE ROAD
AT NIGHT WITH
CONDOMS.
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I WORK AS A PEER

WHAT ARE ALL THOSE
EDUCATOR TO

PEOPLE GOING TO THINK
OF ME? THEY'LL THINK I
DID SOMETHING WRONGE!

TEACH PEOPLE

ABOUT SAFE SEX _

PRACTICES.

WE TEACH PEOPLE ABOUT
WHY THEY SHOULD LISE
CONDOMS

AND WE HAND OUT
CONDOMS WHEN PEOPLE
DON'T HAVE THEM.

WE KNOW ALL ABOUT
PEOPLE LIKE YOU/

I WORK WITH A LOT OF
PEOPLE, NOT JUST cAY
PEOPLE! YOU CAN'T
ARREST ME JUST BECAUSE
YOU DON'T LIKE ME!
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WITHOUT THEM, THESE
PEOPLE COULD GET VERY

i~

THAT’S ENOLIGH.




"WE'LL RECORD YOULIR
STATEMENT AND YOU
CAN LEAVE TOMORROW
MOPRNINE.”

BUDDHISM TEACHES US
TO LOVE EVERYONE AND
EVERYTHING EQUALLY.
EVEN THOUGH IT'S
HARD, I TRY TO LOVE
ALL BEINGS...

..EVEN THOSE WHO
TREAT ME UNFAIRLY.
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BECAUSE T HOPE

THAT ONE DAY THEY

MAY UNDERSTAND
THAT WHAT THEY'RE
DOING IS WRONE.




I WAS MISTREATED, AND THE PEOPLE WHO MISTREATED ME DIDN'T SEE ME AS A
PERSON WHO HELPS PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY. THEY SAW ME AS SOMEONE WHO
SHOULD 8E PUNISHED BECAUSE OF WHO I AM AND WHO I LOVE.

A PERSON'S SEXUALITY
SHOULON'T MATTER, BECAUSE
WE SHOULD ALL 8E SENSITIVE

AND CARE ABOUT EACH

Sri Lanka signed up to the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) in 1980. the ICCPR, guarantees protections, such as the right to
life, freedom of expression, freedom of religion and freedom of association. It
also prohibits torture, slavery, and arbitrary arrest. Countries that have signed
the Covenant must make sure that the rights in the Covenant apply equally to all
people, without discrimination based on their race, colour, sex (includes sexual
orientation), language, religion, political or other opinion, national, or social
origin, property, birth, or any other status.
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Chapter 02

KIRUTHIKA
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MEW NEW FILAWOOS
HOTEL & BAKERY

| I" ||
|
SAHAN'S
FOOD PALACE

LITAL

HEY MY LOVE, I'M JUST

GOING HOME FROM UNI.

= e \ ARE WE STILL ON FOR
N, LUNCH TOMORROW?

YEAH, SHALL |
MEET YOU THERE

YEAH SOUNDS AT LIKE 1.307

GOOD. CAN'T DAIT
TO SEE YOU!
LOVE You

17



gl

IF

0 || Illj

It's Gimhanee, this is
malli’s number. My
father found out about
us. He read our
messages and fook my
phone away. He was so
angry. Don't pick up any
calls from my number
and be careful ok? He
knows some seary
people. I'll message you
soon.

10.13

e

THAT' S WEIRD!
THE POWER
NEVER GUES
QUT HERE

R R B R R A E R G E
PR PP PP PP

EWHI

LOOKS LIKE
THE POWER IS
OUT FOR JUST

OUR
ROAD




AUNTY GEETHA, THERE
ARE DANGEROUS LOOKING
MEN TAPPING AT THE
GATE, ASKING TO LET
THEM IN. I'M ALONE AT
HOME, CAN YOU PLEASE
SEND SOMEONE?

10 MINUTES LATER /
ND, NO, THERE'S
Z’Eggiﬁforf NO ONE AT HOME,
: : JUST GO. WHY ARE
KIRUTHIKA ., MR.
YOU COMING HERE
RANIAN HAS A LIKE THIS?
MESSAGE FOR e :

LE ARE HERE
TO DELIVER #
MESSAGE TO THIS
‘KIRUTHIKA' TELL HER
TO STAY AlAY FROM
GIMHANEE. TELL HER
TO CONSIDER THAT IF
WE CAN CUT THE
POWER SO EASILY,
WHAT ELSE CAN WE
DO? DON'T MAKE US
COME HERE AGAIN

| CAN'T EVEN CALL
THE POLICE. WHAT
WILL | TELL THEM?
ONCE THEY FIND OUT
I’'M A LESBIAN THEY
MIGHT HARASS ME
MORE, LET ALONE
PROTEET ME. THEY'LL
MAKE EVERYTHING
WORSE. AND IF THEY
FIND OUT I'M TAMIL?!
| CAN'T CALL THE
POLICE.
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10 YEARS LATER

OUT AND VisiBLE

I WAS THREATENED
BECAUSE OF WWHO | LOVE,
THEY CAME TO MY HOME,

WHERE | LIVE WITH MY

THEY MADE IT SEEM
LIKE 1 DID
SOMETHING WIRONG
WHEN I KNOW |

NOW | HELP

WHAT'S WORSE IS
THAT | HAD NO
PROTECTION. !

FELT LIKE !
COULDN'T GO TO

THE POLICE

THE YOUTH. | GIVE BACK
WHERE | CAN. BUT, | KNOW
THERE ARE PEOPLE FOR
LWHOM THAT WON'T MATTER
BECAUSE OF WHO | AM,
BECAUSE THEY THINK | AM A

BECAUSE THEY
WOULDN'T HAVE
EBEEN ON MY
SIDE.

JUST BECAUSE 1
LOVE DIFFERENTLY
THAN THEY DO.

Sri Lanka signed up to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in 1980. Countries
that signed the convention committed to end all discrimination against
waomen in all its forms. Discrimination means any unequal treatment that
can damage or take away the recognition or enjoyment of any right of a
woman, no matter who they are or their social or other characteristics.

Sy Men and women must enjoy equal human rights and freedoms. Article
= B(a) requires countries that have signed up to CEDAW to try and change
social and cultural patterns to stop actions that are based on discriminatory
views or stereotypical roles of men and women; this also applies to sexual
orientation and gender identity
P
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Chapter 03

THENU




‘ I'ii THENU .

CERTIFICATE FOR THE PENSION

YOU NEEDED MY BIRTH
)
FUND FORMS RIGHT? —-l

HERE YOV GO

WHY DOES YOUR . BECAUSE 1 60T MY BIRTH

. GENDER SAY CERTIFICATE CHANGED.
FEMALE HERE...

«.AND THEN MALE IN g
ANOTHER COLUMN? i . WHY WouLD You

‘;}’\ | 00 THaT?

WHAT? THAT'S
NOT NORMAL!

THAT'S NOT
NATURAL!

CAN YOU GO NOW?
I HAVE SOME
WORK TO FINISH,

ACTUALLY, 1
FEEL MORE
NORMAL NOW
AFTER 1
CHANGED MY
GENDER.

‘I FEEL LIKE T
" AM FINALLY
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LATER, THE NEXT DAVL..

| || WHAT ARE YOU 6UYS I‘ NO, NO, NOTHING, |
| | LAUGHING ATZ

1

ROHAN TOLD US
WHAT YOU ARE.

COME ON GUYS,

LET'S LEAVE HIM, 3

or whatever £

T is.




THENU, I REVIEWED YOUR
DOCUMENT, AND THIS IS GREAT
WORK, EVERYTHING IS CORRECT.

g

WE CAN SEND IT TO THE ~ %
HEAD OFFICE AS SOON
AS ROHAN REVIEWS THI

THANKS wam'! I

BY THE WAY, ARE YOU
STILL HAVING PROBLEMS
WITH THE REST OF THE

STAFF?

' arTeR RoHAN TOLD
4 < THem ABOUT YOU?

YES,

EVERYONE HAS BEEN
IGNORING ME EXCEPT
FOR YOU. ,

1 KNOW ROHAN IS -
TRANSPHOBIC...* ‘ I

..BUT I NEVER EXPECTED

THE OTHERS TO TREAT
ME LIKE THIS. !
|

I KNOW,

t
*NEGATIVE BELIEFS, OPINIONS,
ATTITUDES AND BEMAVIOURS BECAUSE . I'M SORRY THENU.
OF DISLIKE, HATRED OR PREJUDICE ]
ABAINST TRANSPEOPLE ’

ANYWAY, YOU ARE DOING

GOOD WORK AND AS YOUR
SUPERVISOR T WILL SUPPORT
you. P

I WILL BE
THAT PERSON.

I KNOW EVERYONE IN THE OFFICE = |
HAS TURNED AGAINST YOU BUT IT J! §
1S IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO HAVE A
FRIEND, AND SOMEONE YOU CAN
TRUST.

i) 114




! WEEK LATER...

I DON'T UNDERSTAND, 1
CHECKED YOUR ENTIRE
DOCUMENT AND EVERYTHING

WAS RIGHT...
..HOW HAS THE HEAD OFFICE

SENT IT BACK SAYING THERE
ARE MISTAKES?

THE NUMBERS I PUT

SOMEONE HAS
CHANGED THEM.

LEAVE IT TO ME,
I'LL GET TO THE
BOTTOM OF THIS

YOU'RE RIGHT!
THE FIGURES ARE /T
DIFFERENT. o~

—

HOW THE HELL DID

WHATZ THAT CAN'T BE!
- LET ME SEE.

THIS HAPPEN?
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THE NEXT DAV..

I KNOW WHAT HAPPENED.

ROHAN SENT THE DOCUMENT
TO OUR OTHER OFFICE,

GOT THEM TO CHANGE THE
FIGURES AND THEN THEY SENT 3
IT TO THE HEAD-OFFICE

WHY WOULD ROHAN
DO THIS TO MEZ?

HOW CAN HE HATE ME SO
MUCH JUST BECAUSE I'M
TRANSGENDER?

..I THINK IT WOULD BE
BETTER FOR YOU IF YOU

LEFT.
P I CAN'T DO MUCH

TO PROTECT YOU

AND [T’S CLEAR ROHAN & '
WILL DO ANYTHING TO YOU SHOULD LEAVE

MAKEYL Lagk BAD. | BEFORE HE MAKES UP A

» ._Reasou 10 FIRE YOU.
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THIS INCIDENT HAPPENED A
FIVE YEARS AGO. l
NOW I AM THE CEOQ OF AN
ORGANIZATION THAT 1
FOUNDED WHICH HELPS
OTHER TRANSGENDER
PEOPLE. il
w""
S0 THEY DON'T Fer:e“
ALONE LIKE I DID K

Sri Lanka signed up to the UN International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) in 1980. The ICESCR made countries that signed up to the Covenant commit to providing
their people with good working conditions (eg.. Fair wages, decent I]vlng, safe and healthy working
conditions, equal opportunity to be promoted, and reasonable time to rest). These rights must apply fo
all people of the country, without discrimination based on their race, colour, sex (includes sexual
orientation and gender Identity), language, religlon, political or other opinion, national, or social origin,
property, birth, or any other status. This means that no one can be discriminated against or treated
unfairly in their workplace because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.

27



Chapter 04

SAMANALI




Samanali,
Lalitha is in
hospital.

Chachi krows
which kespital it is,
We'll go there fram

her houte.

How can we all g0
to Gereral fospital
from here?

Aigo, let's
just walke vp o
Msunt Laayinia junction
and get come tuks
of £ the road.

Then we'd
better go now.
We are getting late.




What are you doing here?

We're trying +o
get fuks to see a friend
in hospital.

Sﬂ Mdﬁy’ G‘F HBU.?

Yes, we're
all going together.
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Show us your IDs.

These are ien's 1Ps.

Siry we are Yransgender.

Get in the police jeep.

Because
You are being
arrested.
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Why?
We didn't do anything
wrong!

You ean't
arrest us for
nothing!

just frying to
get a tuk!

| don't know
or care apout any
of that.

Sir, we can only change
our I after qoing through
a transition process.
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Lcar't elieye we have to
spend the night:in jaily

and in the men's cell as well!

H anyone
from my family finds out we are
arrested, they will think | was doing
something wrong

The only thing we were trying +o do

is visit our friend

| am fining you

You have b
ou haye been 100 rupees each

charaed with ‘improper
behaviour'*

Pay this
and you can leave the
police station

FlUnder the Vagrants Ordinance 1341 which is used to target trans peaple
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Aney Madusha,
thank you for coming
ard paying the {ine
for ve.

Nowe of ws could
tell sur families +o come

becavse Fhey would Hhink we were
actually doing comething
“mproper.

Dot werry,
| hape you are
all okay.

| had to do thig
for two of our other
transqender friends
as well,

They weren't
doing arything wrong
sither.

They were juck
walking ont the road when
the police arrested Hhem,

My friends and |
were unlawfully arrested
for something we did not do
just beeause we are
transaender.

We are Sri Lankans,
just like you and we should not
be mistreated vecause
of our gender identity.

We had 5 spend the
might in jail just because
the pelice didn't like
wha we are.
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Sri Lanka ratified the UN Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) in 1955. The UDHR starts
with the pledge that all human beings are horn
free and should have the same rights. The rights
in the UDHR must apply to all people in the coun-
try, without looking at their race, colour, sex
(includes sexual orientation), language, religion,
political or other opinion, national, or social
origin, property, birth, or any other status. Article
07 says that everyone should be treated and pro-
tected equally by the law, without discrimination.
Article 09 says that no one should be arbitrarily
arrested, detained or exiled.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

IS A GLOBAL MOVEMENT
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.
WHEN INJUSTICE HAPPENS
TO ONE PERSON, IT
MATTERS TO US ALL.

CONTACT US JOIN THE CONVERSATION

www.facebook.com/AmnestySouthAsia
Igl @amnestysasia
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Manju was abused by the police because of his sexual orientation and Samanali because of her
gender identity. Kiruthika faced abuse and harassment because her rights are not protected by the
law. Thenu was harassed and bullied at work because of his gender identity.

In Sri Lanka laws that were put in place by the British in 1883, when they colonized the island, are
still used to unfairly target and discriminate against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex
(LGBTI) people. Even though there are constitutional provisions that clearly state this is illegal, LGBTI
people face discrimination, harassment, and even violence because of their sexual orientation and/or
gender identity. This comic features real stories drawn from interviews conducted by Amnesty
International of LGBTI people in Sri Lanka.
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