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Disclaimer 
 

This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the EASO COI Report Methodology and EASO 
Writing and Referencing Guide.  
 
The information provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care 
within a limited time frame. All sources used are referenced. A quality review has been performed in line with 
the above mentioned methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive neither conclusive as to the 
merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or organisation is not 
mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the person or 
organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position.  
 
The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political 
statement whatsoever. 
 
The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision making authorities. The answer 
was finalised on 24 April 2020. Any event taking place after this date is not included in this answer. 
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COI QUERY RESPONSE 

 

-

 
 
Map 1: United Nations, South Sudan, Map No. 4450, Rev. 1, October 2011, url 
 

1. Introduction  

South Sudan became an independent country in 2011, after some 99 percent of voters in the south 
chosen to break away from northern Sudan.1 In 2013, civil war erupted in the country, originating as 
a dispute between the president Salva Kiir and the vice president Riek Machar, whom Kiir accused of 
planning a coup.2 At the time, International Crisis Group described Machar as a ‘leader of a loose 
coalition of disgruntled groups across the country’.3 The fighting later evolved into an ethnic conflict4, 

 
1 BBC News, South Sudan profile - Timeline, 6 August 2018, url; France 24, Over 99 percent of South Sudanese vote 'yes' to 
independence, 30 January 2011, url 
2 Al Jazeera, South Sudanese rebels 'approve' peace deal with government, 31 August 2018, url; BBC News, South Sudan: 
What is the fighting about?, 10 May 2014, url; USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 
March 2020, url, p. 1 
3 International Crisis Group, Déjà Vu: Preventing Another Collapse in South Sudan, 4 November 2019, url, p. 3 
4 South Sudan is an ethnically diverse country with some 70 different ethnic groups. Dinka and Nuer are the biggest ones, 
with estimated proportion of some 36 and 16 per cent, respectively. See: MRG, South Sudan, July 2018,  url. They are further 
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with the Dinka supporting Kiir and the Nuer supporting Machar5, consequently causing a humanitarian 
crisis. 6 
 
The parties signed a peace agreement in 2015 that was respected until July 2016, when new fighting 
started in Juba. In September 2018, the largest warring parties signed a new peace agreement.7 
Despite this, fighting continued in some parts of the country.8 It is estimated that the conflict caused 
two million people to flee the country, while another two million remained internally displaced.9 The 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine released a study in 2018 that estimated that some 
382 900 deaths occurred in relation to conflict in South Sudan between December 2013 and April 
2018. The states of Jonglei, Unity and the Eastern, Central and Western Equatoria were reported as 
witnessing the highest numbers of deaths.10 
 

2. Developments after the 2018 peace agreement11 

In August 2015, Kiir and Machar signed a peace agreement, and in April 2016, a unity government was 
formed. The agreement collapsed in July 2016 after a fighting in Juba broke out and Machar eventually 
fled the country.12 On 12 September 2018, Kiir und Machar signed a new peace agreement.13 Not all 
opposition leaders signed the agreement, arguing that it did not address the actual issues causing the 
conflict.14 The agreement covered various subjects including the establishment of the unity 
government, permanent ceasefire and humanitarian assistance. According to the agreement, the 
unity government should rule for 36 months, and 60 days before its end, democratic elections should 
take place. The agreement establishes a position of a single president – Kiir; first vice president – 
Machar; and four other vice presidents.15 Following the agreement, all armed parties in South Sudan 
were supposed to be disarmed or unified into integrated military and police forces.16 In August 2019, 
it was reported that a new unified armed forces should have 83 000 fighters.17 
 

 
divided into the Aweil Dinka, the Rek Dinka, the Dunjol Dinka, and the Leek Nuer, Lak Nuer, and Lou Nuer. See: Delmet, C., 
South Sudan: The State and Traditional Nilotic Societies. Livestock, Sacrifices, Justice, and Exchanges, February 2013, 
Cairn.Info, url, p. 3 
5 CRS, South Sudan, 28 December 2018, url, p. 1; Guardian (The), More than 300 dead as South Sudan capital is rocked by 
violence, 11 July 2016, url; OSAC, South Sudan 2019 Crime & Safety Report, 3 August 2019, url 
6 CRS, South Sudan, 28 December 2018, url, p. 1; New York Times, 383,000: Estimated Death Toll in South Sudan’s War, 26 
September 2018, url 
7 USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 1 
8 USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 March 2020, 
url, p. 1 
9 MSF, Life inside or outside a displacement camp, 20 June 2019, url 
10 London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (The), Estimates of crisis-attributable mortality in South Sudan, 
December 2013-April 2018, September 2018, url, p. 19 
11 Gurtong, Revitalised Agreement On The Resolution Of The Conflict In The Republic Of South Sudan (R-ARCSS), 19 
September 2018, url 
12 CRS, South Sudan, 28 December 2018, url, p. 1 
13 Al Jazeera, South Sudan president signs peace deal with rebel leader, 12 September 2018, url; Reuters, South Sudan's 
president, rebel leader sign peace deal, 12 September 2018, url 
14 CRS, South Sudan, 28 December 2018, url, p. 2; Freedom House, Fredom in the World 2019 - South Sudan, 4 February 
2019, url 
15 ACCORD, Reviving peace in South Sudan through the Revitalised Peace Agreement, 11 February 2019, url 
16 CIA World Factbook, South Sudan, n.d., url 
17 International Crisis Group, Déjà Vu: Preventing Another Collapse in South Sudan, 4 November 2019, url, p. 5 
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According to the agreement, a new unity government was to be established in May 2019, which was 
later postponed for six months until November 201918 and later again for 100 days.19 The unresolved 
issues included the final number of states and their borders20 and personal safety of Machar in Juba.21  
 
On 22 February 2020, a unity government was formed with a plan to hold elections within three 
years.22 President Kiir agreed to install Machar as his deputy and took responsibility for his security in 
Juba. 23 The number of states in the country was reduced to the original ten24, while three special 
administrative areas were created.25 
 

3. Main armed actors  

Governmental forces 

 
• The South Sudanese People’s Defense Forces (SSPDF): forces loyal to president Kiir.26 Before 

September 2018, they were known as the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA)27. The SSPDF 
are responsible for providing security throughout the country, under the Ministry of Defense 
and Veterans’ Affairs.28 The SSPDF consists of ground force, air force, air defense forces, and 
presidential guard.29 The Head of the armed forces is the president.30 Global Firepower 
estimates the number of active military personnel in South Sudan at 197 500.31 For detailed 
information on the organization of the SSPDF, see the January 2020 UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) report.32 

• The Internal Security Bureau of the National Security Service (NSS): operates under the 
Ministry of National Security. It can conduct arrests in relation to the national security, 
however, according to the US Department of State (USDOS), it ‘operates far beyond its legal 
authority’.33 According to the 2011 Transitional Constitution, NSS‘s role is to ‘focus on 

 
18 CRS, South Sudan, 28 December 2018, url, p. 2;  International Crisis Group, Déjà Vu: Preventing Another Collapse in South 
Sudan, 4 November 2019, url, p. 4 
19 HRW, World Report 2020 - South Sudan, 14 January 2020, url 
20 HRW, World Report 2020 - South Sudan, 14 January 2020, url 
21 Africanews, Riek Machar visits South Sudan to save peace deal, n.d., url; PD Online, Machar, Kiir must not obstruct Juba 
peace process, 28 October 2019, url  
22 Al Jazeera, South Sudan's rival leaders form coalition government, 22 February 2020, url; France 24, South Sudan's rivals 
form unity government in bid to end war, 22 February 2020, url; UN News, UN chief welcomes South Sudan’s Unity 
government, lauds parties for ‘significant achievement’, 22 February 2020, url 
23 New Humanitarian (The), In the news: South Sudan’s new coalition government – third time lucky?, 21 February 2020, url 
24 Previously, number of states in South Sudan was extended from ten to 28 in October 2015 by Kir, and later in January 2017 
to 32. See: UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 18 
25 Foreign Policy, Diplomats Fear a Collapse of South Sudan’s Latest Peace Deal, 5 March 2020, url; UN, Deadlock broken, 
South Sudan on road to ‘sustainable peace,’ but international support still key, 5 March 2020, url 
26 Rulac, Non-international armed conflict in South Sudan, 22 January 2020, url 
27 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 53 
28 USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 1 
29 CIA World Factbook, South Sudan, n.d., url; UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 
2020, url, p. 55 
30 South Sudan, The Transitional Constitution of the Republic of South Sudan, 2011, available at: url, Art. 153 (1) 
31 Global Firepower, South Sudan Military Strength (2020), n.d., url 
32 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, pp. 53-56 
33 USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 1 



 

5 
 

information gathering, analysis and advice to the relevant authorities’.34 Sources reported on 
numerous violations committed by the NSS during the conflict.35 

• The South Sudan National Police Service (SSNPS): authority responsible for law enforcement 
in South Sudan.36 According to the transitional constitution, the police shall ‘prevent, combat 
and investigate crime, maintain law and public order, protect the people and their 
properties’.37 The SSNPS consists of some 40 000 officers and it is reportedly underpaid and 
involved in in corruption and other crimes.38 

 
Main armed opposition groups39 

 
• The Sudan People's Liberation Movement-Army in Opposition (SPLM-IO)40: consists of 

defectors from South Sudanese forces loyal to Machar41; it was described by the Armed 
Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) as the ‘largest rebellion’ in the country.42 Since 
2015, many ethnic groups other than the Nuer have joined the group, keeping a significant 
level of autonomy.43 It was reported that when Machar returned to Juba in April 2016, his 
forces consisted of 1 300 soldiers and ‘some police’.44  

• National Salvation Front (NAS): consists of defectors from South Sudanese armed forces.45 It 
is headed by former military official Thomas Cirillo. The NAS did not sign the 2018 peace 
agreement.46 Active in Equatoria, reportedly involved in clashes with both SPLA/SSPDF and 
SPLMAO47, and seen as the second largest opposition group in the conflict.48 Together with 
the South Sudan National Front, they continued to fight the governmental forces in Equatoria 
since November 2018. NAS and SPLMAO controlled parts of the Central Equatoria, while other 
parts of the state remained under the government’s control.49 In November 2019, it was 
assessed as the only group that was not a party to the 2018 peace agreement and was capable 
to launch organized violence.50 

 
34 South Sudan, The Transitional Constitution of the Republic of South Sudan, 2011, available at: url, Art. 159 (3) 
35 AI, Amnesty International Urges South Sudan to Address National Security Service Violations and Crimes, 12 March 2019, 
url, p. 1; HRW, South Sudan: Reform Abusive Security Agency, 19 February 2020, url 
36 USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 1 
37 South Sudan, The Transitional Constitution of the Republic of South Sudan, 2011, available at: url, Art. 155 (2)(a) 
38 OSAC, South Sudan 2019 Crime & Safety Report, 3 August 2019, url 
39 Main parties of the 2018 peace agreement from the opposition were the SPLM-Army in Opposition, the SPLM-Former 
Detainees and the South Sudanese Opposition Alliance. Other signatories were the Umbrella Coalition of Political Parties, 
the National Alliance of Political Parties, the United Sudan African Party, the United Democratic Salvation Front, the United 
Democratic Party and the African National Congress.  See: ACCORD, Reviving peace in South Sudan through the Revitalised 
Peace Agreement, 11 February 2019, url 
40 In this query response referred to as SPLA-IO as well, according to the original source. 
41 Rulac, Non-international armed conflict in South Sudan, 22 January 2020, url 
42 ACLED, Last Man Standing: An Analysis of South Sudan’s Elongated Peace Process, 8 November 2019, url 
43 International Crisis Group, Salvaging South Sudan’s Fragile Peace Deal, 13 March 2019, url 
44 BBC News, South Sudan: Clashes erupt in Juba hours after UN plea, 11 July 2016, url 
45 International Crisis Group, Salvaging South Sudan’s Fragile Peace Deal, 13 March 2019, url 
46 UNOCHA, 2020 South Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview, 20 November 2019, url, p. 8 
47 ACLED, Last Man Standing: An Analysis of South Sudan’s Elongated Peace Process, 8 November 2019, url; Rulac, Non-
international armed conflict in South Sudan, 22 January 2020, url 
48 International Crisis Group, Salvaging South Sudan’s Fragile Peace Deal, 13 March 2019, url 
49 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, pp. 7-8 
50 ACLED, Last Man Standing: An Analysis of South Sudan’s Elongated Peace Process, 8 November 2019, url 
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• The SPLM-Leaders-Former Detainees (SPLM-FD): consists of politicians and security officers 
imprisoned at the outbreak of the civil war.51 Released in 2014, as a group, they did not hold 
unified views, according to International Crisis Group. Some of them wanted to place South 
Sudan under the UN trusteeship, whereas others accepted positions in the unity 
government.52 Current information on size of their troops could not be found in the consulted 
and used sources. 

• South Sudan Opposition Alliance (SSOA): an umbrella of smaller opposition groups acting 
independently from Machar, formed first in 2016 after the failure of the first peace 
agreement, according to the International Crisis Group.53 In 2018, the SSOA consisted of 10 
groups and had ‘limited capacities’, according to the Institute for Security Studies (ISS). The 
same source found that the members of the group had ‘little in common beyond their 
opposition to the government’.54 International Crisis Group estimated that it had some 1 000 
troops in the country in March 2019.55 

• South Sudan Liberation Movement (SSLM): Led by commander Matthew Puljang, it 
conducted protection of the oil fields in the Unity state after the start of the civil war. In 2014, 
it was ‘technically integrated’ into the SPLA, while Puljang managed to maintain an 
independent command on his troops.56 In April 2019, it was described as a predominantly Bul 
Nuer force consisting of some 2 000 fighters active in Mayom County, with alliance to the 
government forces.57 In 2019, it was indicated that it was transformed into presidential 
guards.58 

 
International organisations 

• The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS)59: operates in the country since 2011, 
charged with ‘consolidating peace and security and helping establish conditions for the 
successful economic and political development of South Sudan’.60 Its mandate was later 
extended to include monitoring of human rights and protection of civilians61 and it will expire 
on 15 March 202162.  In February 2020, UNMISS civilian personnel counted 2 676 members, 
the UNMISS police 1 888 members and the military 14 911 members.63  

• United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA): operates in the disputed Abyei 
region along the border with Sudan since 2011, charged with ‘ensuring security, protecting 
civilians, strengthening the capacity of the Abyei Police Service, de-mining, 

 
51 International Crisis Group, Salvaging South Sudan’s Fragile Peace Deal, 13 March 2019, url 
52 International Crisis Group, South Sudan: Rearranging the Chessboard, 20 December 2016, url 
53 International Crisis Group, Salvaging South Sudan’s Fragile Peace Deal, 13 March 2019, url 
54 ISS, Compound fractures, Political formations, armed groups and regional mediation in South Sudan, December 2018, url,  
p. 13-14 
55 International Crisis Group, Salvaging South Sudan’s Fragile Peace Deal, 13 March 2019, url 
56 ISS, Compound fractures, Political formations, armed groups and regional mediation in South Sudan, December 2018, url,  
p. 11 
57 UNSC, Letter dated 9 April 2019 from the Panel of Experts on South Sudan addressed to the President of the Security 
Council, 9 April 2019, url, p. 51 
58 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 55 
59 The UNMISS mandate has been prolonged until 15 March 2021. See: url  
60 CIA World Factbook, South Sudan, n.d., url 
61 United Nations Peacekeeping, UNMISS Fact sheet, n.d., url 
62 United Nations Peacekeeping, UNMISS Mission Fact sheet, 21 January 2020, url 
63 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan; Report of the Secretary-General, 26 February 2020, url, para. 80 



 

7 
 

monitoring/verifying the redeployment of armed forces from the area, and facilitating the 
flow of humanitarian aid’. In October 2019, it consisted of some 4 400 members.64 

 
4. Control of the territory 

In December 2018, i.e. three months after the revitalized peace agreement was signed65, the ISS 
reported that the government forces had presence ‘throughout the country except remaining 
opposition strongholds in Akobo and Southern Liech’, while the SPLMAO had presence ‘throughout 
rural parts of Greater Upper Nile, Greater Equatoria (Yei River, Gbudwe, Maridi, Amadi, Kapoeta and 
Imatong) and Greater Bahr-elGhazal (Wau and Lol)’. The same source stated that the NAS operated in 
Kapoeta, Imatong, Yei River and the SSLM in Northern Liech.66  
 
Areas previously held by the opposition include, for example, Maiwut and Ulang in the Upper Nile 
State, Fangak in northern Jonglei67, parts of Equatoria68 and villages in Mayendit and Leer.69  
 
In March 2020, a month after a new unity government consisting of Kiir and five opposition leaders 
was formed, it was reportedly not yet decided who will govern the areas of Pibor, Ruweng and Abyei, 
and the states of Upper Nile, Jonglei and Unity, all of them rich in oil.70  
 
For information on local armed groups operating in various states across South Sudan, see the 
respective sections in this query response. 
 
For estimated territorial deployments of state and non-state actors in South Sudan in December 2019, 
see UNHRC maps.71  
 

5. Impact of violence on civilians 

Since the conflict started in December 2013, more than 4 million people have fled their homes, with 
2.1 million fleeing to neighbouring countries. An estimated 7 million people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance.72 
 
In 2019, following the September 2018 peace agreement, sources reported that the level of violence 
in South Sudan declined.73 While International Crisis Group reported that security situation had ‘much 
improved’74, sources reported that sporadic instances of violence took place throughout the year.75 

 
64 CIA World Factbook, South Sudan, n.d., url 
65 Reuters, South Sudan's president, rebel leader sign peace deal, 12 September 2018, url 
66 ISS, Compound fractures, Political formations, armed groups and regional mediation in South Sudan, December 2018, url, 
p. 8 
67 UNOCHA, 2020 South Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview, 20 November 2019, url, p. 15 
68 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, pp. 7-8 
69 OHCHR, UN demands justice for civilians, 10 July 2018, url 
70 Conversation (The), South Sudan: root causes of ongoing conflict remain untouched, 22 March 2020, url  
71 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, pp. 57-58 
72 HRW, World Report 2020 - South Sudan, 14 January 2020, url 
73 HRW, World Report 2020 - South Sudan, 14 January 2020, url; International Crisis Group, Déjà Vu: Preventing Another 
Collapse in South Sudan, 4 November 2019, url, p. 1; UN, Drop in Violence Reveals ‘Glimmer’ of Possibilities for Peace, 
Secretary-General’s Special Representative for South Sudan Tells Security Council, 25 June 2019, url 
74 International Crisis Group, Déjà Vu: Preventing Another Collapse in South Sudan, 4 November 2019, url, p. 3 
75 HRW, World Report 2020 - South Sudan, 14 January 2020, url; OCHR, Conflict-related violations and abuses in Central 
Equatoria, September 2018—April 2019, 3 July 2019, url, para. 21; OSAC, South Sudan 2019 Crime & Safety Report, 3 August 
2019, url 
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Describing situation in South Sudan in 2019, the Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC) reported 
that clashes between different ethnic communities, caused by a variety of reasons including cattle 
raiding and abductions of child brides, were common in the country, mostly in Jonglei, Lakes, and 
Unity states. Cases of ‘limited fighting’ between the governmental and opposition forces were 
reported in the country, in the regions of Greater Equatoria (Yei River state), Upper Nile (Bentiu), and 
Greater Bahr El Ghazal (Wau), according to the source. 76 
 
Describing the period of 29 May 2019 - 27 August 2019, UNMISS found that  
‘[d]riving factors behind the violence remain complex and varied, comprising boundary disputes, 
intercommunal tensions and criminal interests.’ The source recorded 115 ‘incidents that had a 
negative impact on the human rights and protection situation’ that caused death of 182 civilians while 
135 were injured.77 In the period of 28 August 2019 - 30 November 2019, UNMISS documented 133 
civilians killed and 119 injured78. In the same period, the source documented forced recruitment of 
civilians in the Unity State, clashes in Central Equatoria and violence against civilians in Maiwut, Upper 
Nile.79 In the period of 1 December 2019 - 15 February 2020, UNMISS documented 449 civilian 
casualties as a result of 156 ‘incidents that had a negative impact on the human rights and protection 
situation’. Of these incidents, majority was attributed to the ‘community-based militias and armed 
elements’ (63), the SSPDF (39) and SPLM-IO (19). Majority of civilian victims were attributed to 
‘community-based militias and armed elements’ (182 deaths and 185 injuries).80 
 
Humanitarian situation and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

In December 2018, the Congressional Research Service (CRS) described the humanitarian situation in 
South Sudan as ‘dire’, adding that the conflict affected farming and trade.81 South Sudan was 
described as the worst country for humanitarian workers in the world, 82 with over 110 aid workers 
killed in 2018.83 Out of seven million people in need of humanitarian assistance in 2019, more than a 
half is in need of food assistance. 84 In February 2020 it was reported that some 40 000 people in South 
Sudan are in ‘famine conditions’.85 
 
The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) listed ‘the civil war that began in 2013, 
intercommunal violence, and recurrent natural hazards’ as the main reasons behind internal 
displacement in the country. The same source recorded 1 869 000 IDPs in South Sudan at the end of 
2018.86 In the first half of 2019, conflict caused 135 000 new displacements in the country.87 In 2019, 
some 180 000 people were living in the UN protection sites88 located in Juba, in Bor, Bentiu, Malakal 

 
76 OSAC, South Sudan 2019 Crime & Safety Report, 3 August 2019, url 
77 UNMISS, Report of the Secretary-General: Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 22, 58 
78 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan; Report of the Secretary-General, 11 December 2019, url 
79 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan; Report of the Secretary-General, 26 February 2020, url, paras. 56-58 
80 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan; Report of the Secretary-General, 26 February 2020, url, para. 54 
81 CRS, South Sudan, 28 December 2018, url, p. 2 
82 Humanitarian Outcomes, Aid Worker Security Report 2019—Updated, June 2019, url, p. 5 
83 New York Times, 383,000: Estimated Death Toll in South Sudan’s War, 26 September 2018, url 
84 UNOCHA, South Sudan Situation Report, 27 March 2020 , 27 March 2020, url, p. 1; USAID (US Agency for International 
Development), South Sudan Crisis Fact Sheet #4 Fiscal Year (FY) 2020, 10 February 2020, url, p. 1 
85 Al Jazeera, South Sudan's rival leaders form coalition government, 22 February 2020, url; France 24, South Sudan's rivals 
form unity government in bid to end war, 22 February 2020, url 
86 IDMC, Assessing the severity of displacement, February 2020, url, p. 53 
87 IDMC, Mid-year figures 2019, 12 September 2019, url, p. 4 
88 MSF, Life inside or outside a displacement camp, 20 June 2019, url 
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and in Wau.89 In March 2020, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) reported on 1.47 million IDPs in the country.90 Since February 2020, thousands have fled 
violence in the Jonglei State.91 
  
According to the USDOS, ‘[t]he government promoted the return and resettlement of IDPs but did not 
provide safe environments and often denied humanitarian NGOs or international organizations access 
to IDPs’.92 In June 2019, South Sudan acceded to the African Union Convention for the Protection and 
Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention).93 The same year, South 
Sudan adopted the Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced Persons Act. The act aims to 
‘establish a legal framework for preventing arbitrary displacement, provide protection and assistance 
as well as achieving durable solutions for internally displaced persons and displacement affected 
communities in South Sudan’. 94 
 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) described the living conditions in the UN sites as ‘dismal with 
extremely limited access to clean water, latrines, food and adequate shelter’.95 Similarly, the UN 
Security Council (UNSC) noted that IDPs face ‘harsh’ living conditions because of lack of food and other 
items.96 UNOCHA reported on living in overcrowded conditions and difficulties to access basic services. 
Additional problems for the IDPs include absence of identity and land registration documents.97 
 
Between September 2018 and February 2020, 11 780 persons returned to their areas of habitual 
residence in the ‘humanitarian-supported IDP returns’, as reported by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR).98 
 
On 31 March 2020, UNHCR reported on 2 252 556 refugees from South Sudan, mostly in Uganda, 
Sudan and Ethiopia.99 Between November 2017 and March 2020, the same source recorded 279 880 
refugee returnees.100 
 
For a general overview of the humanitarian impacts of the protracted crisis in South Sudan see also 
OCHA’s Humanitarian Needs Overview – South Sudan 2020.101  

6. Security situation in selected states 

In all states presented in this COI query answer, the lists of incidents presented are merely indicative 
and do not claim to be exhaustive or complete. 

 
89 UNMISS, Report of the Secretary-General: Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 47 
90 UNOCHA, South Sudan Situation Report, 27 March 2020 , 27 March 2020, url, p. 1 
91 New Humanitarian (The), Thousands flee clashes in South Sudan, 17 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, South Sudan Situation 
Report, 27 March 2020 , 27 March 2020, url, p. 1 
92 USDOS, 2019 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: South Sudan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 21 
93 UNHCR, UNHCR welcomes South Sudan’s accession to international convention to protect internally displaced, 14 June 
2019, url  
94 South Sudan, Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced Persons Act of 2019, 2019, available at: url, art.3 
95 MSF, Huge numbers of wounded as violence continues in Jonglei South Sudan, 17 March 2020, url 
96 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan; Report of the Secretary-General, 26 February 2020, url, para. 35 
97 UNOCHA, 2020 South Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview, 20 November 2019, url, p. 19 
98 UNHCR, South Sudan; Humanitarian-Supported IDP Returns; As of 29 February 2020, 29 February 2020, url  
99 UNHCR, Regional overview of the South Sudanese refugee population, 31 March 2020, url 
100 UNHCR, South Sudan; Overview of spontaneous refugee returns (as of March 2020), March 2020, url  
101 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020 South Sudan, November 2019, url 
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In the states of Upper Nile, Western Equatoria and Central Equatoria, the incidents presented are 
divided into two categories: battles and violence against civilians, which is further divided into sub-
categories depending on type of an incident. 

The reference period for incidents in this COI Query answer is 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020. 

6.1 Upper Nile state (Maiwut and Jikou)102 

Actors  

The main actors involved in military operations and armed clashes in the Upper Nile state are the 
following: 

 Governmental forces, including the SSPDF and SSNPS.  
 Opposition groups, including SPLM-IO and SSOA.103 

For further details on these actors, please see general Main armed actors. 

Additionally, at regional level are active: 

 The SSPDF - Petroleum Protection Force: this section of the SSPDF has been established by the 
Government of Sudan to secure oil fields and pipelines from criminal activities104, 

 SPLM-IO, Splinter Faction, led by Major General Ochan Puot, commanding the Cie-Waw section 
of the Eastern Jikany Nuer militia105, 

 SPLM-N-Agar, Sudan People's Liberation Movement (North) faction led by Malik Agar faction106, 
 Eastern Jikany Nuer Ethnic Militia: militia or community defence forces of the Eastern Jikany Nuer 

sub-group of the Nuer ethnic group107, 
 Maban Defence Force: communal militia of the Maban County108, 
 Unidentified Communal Militias109, 
 Unidentified Armed Group(s).110 

List of incidents  

In the reference period, as reported by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) ‘[t]he intra-Nuer 
conflict in Maiwut erupted after South Sudan People’s Defence Forces aligned under Major General 
Ochan Puot seized an SPLA-IO supply barge, triggering a series of offensives around Jikou and the 
Sobat river in December and January’.111  

 
102 For the map of the Upper Nile state, see: UN OCHA, Map of Upper Nile State, December 2016, url 
103 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
104 Gulf Times, Qatar 'agrees' to look into South Sudan hydrocarbon sector: Gatkuoth, 25 March 2019, url 
105 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, p. 5 
106 Dabanga, SPLM-North El Hilu: ‘Agar faction does not control any territory in Sudan, 25 March 2020,  url 
107 ICRC, Casebook, South Sudan, The Nuer “White Armies”, n.d., url 
108 African Arguments, Ethnic militias and the shrinking state: South Sudan’s dangerous path, 21 August 2014, url 
109 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
110 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
111 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 5 
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Against this backdrop, the UN Human Rights Committee (HRC) in its last report stated that ‘[f]he 
fragmentation of armed actors in Greater Upper Nile […] also contributed to ongoing violence and 
human rights violations, including conflict-related sexual violence’.112  

Based on ACLED data, a data set compiled from media reported incidents, more than 20 incidents 
have been reported in the Upper Nile region during the reference period, resulting in over 70 
casualties.113 Either one or more of the following sources reported on these incidents: Ceasefire and 
Transitional Security Arrangements Monitoring Mechanism in South Sudan (CTSAMM), Eye Radio 
(South Sudan), Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission (JMEC), Radio Miraya, Radio Tamazuj, 
Sudan Tribune, UNMISS, UNSC.114 These incidents can be grouped as follows:  

a. Over 15 battles (11 of which intra SPLM-IO clashes) 
b. Over 10 episodes of violence against civilians 
c. 1 (reportedly) explosion/remote violence 115 

Battles 

In the period here under investigation the main theatre of dispute in the Upper Nile region has been 
the Maiwut county (and to a lesser extent the Nassir county), along with the towns of Jikou and 
Maiwut, at the border with Ethiopia’s Gambella. Two factions of the SPLM-IO, one regular, one re-
aligned with the government, have clashed during the course of the year in several locations in the 
area, and for the control of the said towns of Jikou and Maiwut. The SPLM-IO splinter group now 
realigned with the government is commanded by Major General Ochan leading a youth armed group, 
the Cie-Waw section of the Eastern Jikany Nuer militia.116  

During the same period the SSPDF clashed on various occasions with different actors in various 
locations: 
 In Obay, Panyikang county, where on 15 April 2019 SSPDF clashed with armed pastoralists 

allegedly from Sudan.117  
 Guffa and Keweji, where on 16-17 July 2019 SSPDF Petroleum Protection Force clashed with SPLM-

IO rebels, and the two reciprocally abducted some personnel from each side.118 
 In the area of Dung Cam (Renk country), 15 km from the Sudanese border, where, on 20 November 

2019, SSPDF clashed with Sudanese armed men in military uniform.119 
 Jikou, where the SSPDF’s offensive against the SPLA-IO continued throughout December 2019.120 
 
Violence Against Civilians 

 
112 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 8 
113 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
114 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
115 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
116 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 4; Radio Tamazuj, SPLA-IO’s top general defects to government, 
22 September 2019, url 
117 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, p. 5 
118 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
119 Eye Radio, Armed Sudanese clash with SSPDF near Renk, 23 November 2019, url  
120 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 5 
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In the reference period, in the Upper Nile regional state, civilians have been victims of attacks of 
various nature, including murdering, looting and sexual violence, resulting also in widespread 
displacement. The reported events can be grouped as follows:  

 Various unspecified armed groups and gunmen have attacked civilians in Doleib Hill (Malakal, April 
2019),121 in Kilo and Agordit (Maban, June 2019),122 while a SPLM-IO prison officer was killed by 
unknown gunmen near Mandeng (25 August 2019);123 

 SPLM-IO forces have attacked civilian farmers at Jikou (6 December 2019),124 and a Relief 
International compound in Bunj (1 December 2019);125  

 SPLM-IO splinter group, associated with the Cie-Waw section of the Eastern Jikany Nuer militia, 
burned down the town of Turow (Upper Nile state) in retaliation for losing control of Maiwut, 
looting and sexually assaulting women;126 

 Police Forces of South Sudan allegedly tortured a Member of Parliament in Pagak, after he had 
been arrested alongside three other local politicians (27 April 2019);127 

 Sudan Armed Forces, allegedly abducted 17 or 18 South Sudanese tax agents in the border areas 
of Adham and Gongbar (1 November 2019);128 

 Sexual assault and rapes: unknown number of women were raped in a series of clashes between 
armed civilians and government-allied forces, and the SPLA-IO in Maiwut in the course of 2019;129 

 Explosion/Remote Violence: on 30 December 2019, a Sudanese pastoralist was killed by 
unexploded ordnance at an unspecified location in Manyo county, while two others were 
injured.130 

Impact on population 

In line with UN bodies and Human Rights Watch latest reports on South Sudan,131 the HRC reported, 
in a document covering the period September 2018 – December 2019, that:   

‘During the period under review, government forces were responsible for most of the 
attacks against civilians, including pillaging, conflict-related sexual violence together with 
other forms of sexual and gender-based violence, arbitrary arrest and detention, denial 
of the freedoms of expression, opinion and assembly, the recruitment and the use of 
children in armed forces and arbitrary restrictions on humanitarian aid, in violation of 
human rights law and international humanitarian law. Armed groups have also 

 
121 Radio Tamazuj, 1 killed, 3 injured in attack in Central Upper Nile, 21 April 2019, url; Radio Tamazuj, Five suspects arrested 
over Doleib incident, 23 April 2019, url 
122 Radio Tamazuj, 1 injured in attack on villagers in Northern Upper Nile, 9 June 2019, url 
123 Radio Tamazuj, IO police officer killed in eastern Upper Nile, 27 August 2019, url 
124 Radio Tamazuj, Calm returns to Maiwut after clashes, 10 December 2019, url 
125 Radio Tamazuj, US embassy condemns attack on aid workers in Maban, 4 December 2019, url  
126 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, p. 5; UNSC, Letter dated 20 November 2019 from the Panel of 
Experts on South Sudan addressed to the President of the Security Council, 22 November 2019, url, pp. 26-27 
127 Eye Radio, Law makers in Maiwut arrested for declining to impeach deputy governor, 29 April 2019, url 
128 Eye Radio, 18 S. Sudanese officials kidnapped by armed men near Renk, 8 November 2019, url 
129 Eye Radio, Women were raped in Maiwut clashes July 2019 – CTSAMVM, 22 January 2020, url 
130 Radio Tamazuj, Grenade explosion kills 1, injures 2 in Fashoda, 2 January 2020, url 
131 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url; UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url; UNSC, 
Letter dated 20 November 2019 from the Panel of Experts on South Sudan addressed to the President of the Security Council, 
22 November 2019, url; UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url; HRW, South Sudan: Government Forces 
Abusing Civilians, 4 June 2019, url; HRW, World Report 2020 – South Sudan, Events of 2019, 2020, url 
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committed serious violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law, 
including through the recruitment and the use of children’.132 

In the whole country ‘[a] total of 535 incidents regarding humanitarian access were reported in 2019, 
compared with 760 in 2018, although many remained underreported. However, the operational 
environment for humanitarians remained challenging’ and ensued frequent relocations.133 

In line with the situation described above (List of incidents Upper Nile), on 26 February 2020 the 
United Nations Secretary General (UNSG) reported that ‘[fi]ghting between the parties in Maiwut 
County, Upper Nile, and in Yei County and Lainya County, Central Equatoria, led to the displacement 
of more than 19,000 civilians – of these, over 8,000 sought refuge in Ethiopia’.134 

In particular in the Maiwut region in Upper Nile, ‘[m]ost internally displaced people lost their personal 
household items during an attack on their villages in Maiwut and some reported being subjected to 
human rights violations, including conflict-related sexual violence’.135 

At the same time ‘[h]umanitarian access deteriorated in December 2019 compared with November 
2019’, while ‘the humanitarian presence decreased in different locations of Upper Nile’, as a 
consequence of the fact that ‘several armed men broke into an international NGO compound in 
Maban… assaulting five staff members and stealing their personal items’.136  

The number of IDPs in Upper Nile state was 215 888 as of February 2020.137 

6.2. Western Equatoria state138 

Western Equatoria state is located in the south-western part of South Sudan.  The state’s capital is 
Yambio.139 
 
Actors 

The main actors involved in military operations and armed clashes in the Western Equatoria state are 
the following: 

 Governmental forces, including the SSPDF, SSNPS and police forces of NSS, 
 Opposition groups, including SPLM-IO, NAS and SSOA.140 

For further details on these actors, please see general Main armed actors. 

Additionally, at regional level are active: 

 Eastern Lakes Communal Militia: local (youth) militias in eastern Lakes State141, 

 
132 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 7 
133 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, pp. 6-7 
134 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 6 
135 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 6 
136 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 6 
137 UNOCHA, South Sudan, Humanitarian snapshot February 2020, 11 March 2020,  url 
138 For the map of the Western Equatoria state, see: UN OCHA, Map of Western Equatoria State, December 2016, url 
139 UNMISS, [South Sudan Map], February 2020, url  
140 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
141 RVI, Peace is the Name of Our Cattle-Camp, Local responses to conflict in Eastern Lakes State, South Sudan, 2018, url 
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 Mvolo Communal Militia: (youth) communal militia of the Mvolo County142, 
 Unidentified Communal Militias143, 
 Unidentified Armed Group(s).144 

List of incidents 

In the reference period, as reported by the UNSC ‘[i]n … Western Equatoria, clashes between the South 
Sudan People’s Defence Forces and the National Salvation Front (NAS) continued’.145 In particular, in 
the last months, December 2019 – February 2020, ‘ethnic tensions between the Azande and Balanda 
coupled with leadership challenges within SPLA-IO forces led to internal clashes’.146  

Based on ACLED data, a data set compiled from media reported incidents (only), more than 25 
incidents have been reported in the Western Equatoria region during the reference period, resulting 
in almost 30 casualties.147. Either one or more of the following sources reported about these incidents: 
Catholic Radio Network, Ceasefire and Transitional Security Arrangements Monitoring Mechanism in 
South Sudan (CTSAMM), Eye Radio (South Sudan), Radio Miraya, Radio Tamazuj, Sudan Tribune, 
UNMISS, UNSC.148 These incidents can be grouped as follows:  

a. Over 10 battles/armed clashes 
b. Over 15 episodes of violence against civilians149 

The following list is merely indicative and does not claim to be exhaustive or complete.  

Battles 

 SSPDF forces clashed with: NAS rebels in Jambo and in Lainya (17 August 2019),150 and in Landili 
(throughout August 2019);151 SPLM-IO, allegedly - unspecified gunmen, in Tambura (17 August 
2019);152 SSOA forces at Mogoroko village (25 June 2019);153  

 Police Forces of South Sudan faced a number of attacks and/or clashed with various forces/rebel 
groups/unspecified gunmen on various occasions: police officers engaged with raiders in the Bahr 
Grindi county (11 January 2020);154 two police officers were shot dead, one in Yambio (11 January 
2020)155 and one in the Ringasi area (4 July 2019), while another NSS officer was stabbed while 
patrolling Tambura town (25 December 2019);156  

 SPLM-IO soldiers clashed in Tambura area with other SPLM-IO soldiers of Balanda ethnicity who 
had fled from Sue cantonment site (around 3 January 2020);157 

 
142 Non Violent Peace Force, February-April 2011 Sudan Field Report, 20 May 2011, url 
143 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
144 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
145 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 4 
146 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 4 
147 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
148 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
149 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
150 Radio Tamazuj, NAS accuses government of fresh attacks, government denies, 26 August 2019, url 
151 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
152 Radio Tamazuj, Gunmen attack Tambura commissioner’s home, wounding bodyguard, 20 August 2019, url 
153 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
154 Eye Radio, Armed cattle raiders kill two in Amadi, 13 January 2020, url 
155 Radio Tamazuj, Policeman shot dead in Yambio, 14 January 2020, url 
156 Radio Tamazuj, National security officer injured in knife attack in Tambura, 1 January 2020, url  
157 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 4 
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 Unspecified armed youth groups clashed at unspecified locations in Mvolo county, displacing 
approximately 5000 people.158  

Violence Against Civilians 

In the reference period, numerous attacks over civilians have been reported, perpetrated by known 
and unknown (unspecified) armed forces alike. There are reports of indiscriminate abductions, 
including collateral killings, for ransoming, sexual assault, and looting purposes. Below an indicative 
list of the events as reported by relevant media engaged in the area: 

 Abductions by unknown attackers/unspecified armed groups: 3-4 people in Affa, Maridi county 
(27 January 2020);159 woman in unspecified location west of Tambura (6 November 2019);160 17 
civilians in Maridi county (17 September 2019);161 ambushes and abductions in Mamber and 
Karika (12 September 2019);162 six students at an unspecified location in or near Bahr Grinti county 
(early July 2019);163  

 Abductions by SPLM-IO forces/soldiers: children from Nabiama (6 December 2019);164 7-10 
civilians at Bazumbura Boma (27 October 2019);165 6 residents at Rimenze IDP camp (15 October 
2019);166 10 women at Rimenze IDP camp, as proxies for their husbands. The women were 
reported to have been sexually assaulted (29 May 2019);167 

 Random attacks with civilian casualties: cattle raiders killed two people at Bahr Grindi, Mvolo 
county (11 January 2020);168 a bus was attacked in the area of Buaji, leaving two casualties and 
wounded people (24-25 August 2019); 4 men killed at Kpakpadupo, along the road CAR-Tambura 
(18 May 2019);169 1 civilian killed on the Tambura-Yambio road (March 2019);170 

 Police officials’ abuse: arbitrary arrest, beating and killings of civilians accused of witchcraft in 
Yambio county (7 August 2019);171 suspected rebels arrested by police officer and allegedly killed 
by the Tambura governor (April 2019);172  

 Sexual assault and rapes: an armed group raped an 11 year-old girl in Yambio (5 April 2019);173 a 
suspected soldier in uniform raped an 11 year-old boy in Yambio (4 April 2019);174 10 women at 
Rimenze IDP camp were sexually assaulted (29 May 2019).175 

Impact on population 

 
158 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 6 
159 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
160 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
161 Eye Radio, Several abducted in Maridi state, 17 September 2019, url 
162 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
163 Radio Tamazuj, Education official killed in Amadi State, 11 July 2019, url 
164 Radio Tamazuj, SPLA-IO accused of kidnaping youth in Tambura, 10 December 2019, url 
165 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
166 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
167 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
168 Eye Radio, Armed cattle raiders kill two in Amadi, 13 January 2020, url 
169 Radio Tamazuj, Four people killed along Tambura-CAR road, 24 may 2019, url 
170 Radio Tamazuj, Local trader killed on Tambura-Yambio road, 27 March 2019, url 
171 Eye Radio, Family of the victim of police brutality in Yambio seeking justice, 16 August 2019, url 
172 Eye Radio, Tombura gov. accused of extra-judicial killing, 29 April 2019, url 
173 Eye Radio, Two teens raped in Gbudue, 7 April 2019, url 
174 Eye Radio, Two teens raped in Gbudue, 7 April 2019, url 
175 CTSAMVM, as quoted by ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
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In line with UN bodies’ and Human Rights Watch latest reports on South Sudan,176 the HRC reported, 
in a document covering the period September 2018 – December 2019, that:   

 ‘During the period under review, government forces were responsible for most of the 
attacks against civilians, including pillaging, conflict-related sexual violence together with 
other forms of sexual and gender-based violence, arbitrary arrest and detention, denial 
of the freedoms of expression, opinion and assembly, the recruitment and the use of 
children in armed forces and arbitrary restrictions on humanitarian aid, in violation of 
human rights law and international humanitarian law. Armed groups have also 
committed serious violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law, 
including through the recruitment and the use of children’.177 

 
In line with the situation described above (List of Incidents Western Equatoria), the UNSG in the last 
report about the situation in South Sudan, states that ‘[c]lashes between armed youth groups in Mvolo 
County… in late January displaced an estimated 5,000 people’,178 while ‘[c]ommunal fighting, violent 
cattle raids, forceful recruitment and forced relocation were reported’.179 
 
The number of IDPs in Western Equatoria state was 64 027 as of February 2020.180 

6.3. Central Equatoria state (Yei and Lobonok)181 

Central Equatoria state is located in the southern part of South Sudan.  The state’s capital is also the 
country’s capital, Juba.182 
 

Actors 

As reported by the UNHRC in its last report ‘[w]hile parts of Central Equatoria State [are] controlled 
by elements of the National Salvation Front and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army in Opposition 
(pro-Riek Machar) (SPLA-IO (RM)), others remained under the control of government forces.183 The 
main actors involved in military operations and armed clashes in the Central Equatoria state are: 

 Governmental forces, including the SSPDF, SSNPS and police forces of NSS; 
 Opposition groups, including NAS, SPLM-IO and SSOA.184 

For further details on these actors, please see general Main armed actors. 

Additionally, at regional level are active: 

 
176 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url; UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url; UNSC, 
Letter dated 20 November 2019 from the Panel of Experts on South Sudan addressed to the President of the Security Council, 
22 November 2019, url; UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url; HRW, South Sudan: Government Forces 
Abusing Civilians, 4 June 2019, url; HRW, World Report 2020 – South Sudan, Events of 2019, 2020, url 
177 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 Janaury 2020, url, p. 7 
178 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 6 
179 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 6 
180 UNOCHA, South Sudan, Humanitarian snapshot February 2020, 11 March 2020,  url 
181 For the map of the Central Equatoria state, see: UN OCHA, Map of Central Equatoria State, December 2016, url 
182 UNMISS, [South Sudan Map], February 2020, url  
183 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 8 
184 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 



 

17 
 

 The SSPDF – Tiger Division, South Sudan VIP Protection Division185,  
 Eastern Lakes communal militia: local (youth) militias in eastern Lakes State186, 
 Unidentified communal militias187, 
 Unidentified armed group(s).188 

List of incidents 

In the reference period, as reported by UNSC ‘[i]n … Central Equatoria, clashes between the South 
Sudan People’s Defence Forces and the National Salvation Front (NAS) continued’.189 In the period 
December 2019 – February 2020, ‘[af]ter targeting four barracks of the South Sudan People’s Defence 
Forces along the Lainya-Yei-Lasu axis …, NAS activity has largely subsided in the area, moving 
westwards towards Maridi and Mundri’.190  

Based on ACLED data, a data set compiled from media reported incidents, more than 70 incidents 
have been reported in the Western Equatoria region in the reference period, resulting in more than 
160 casualties.191 Either one or more of the following sources reported about these incidents: Catholic 
Radio Network, CTSAMM, Daily Monitor (Uganda), Eye Radio (South Sudan), Gurtong Trust, IOM, IRIN, 
Juba Monitor, Radio Miraya, Radio Tamazuj, South Sudan News Agency, Sudan Tribune, UNMISS, 
UNSC.192 These incidents can be grouped and listed as follows:  

a. Over 25 battles/armed clashes 
b. Over 40 episodes of violence against civilians 
c. 2 explosions/remote Violence 193 

Battles 

Throughout the reference period (1 April 2019 – 31 March 2020), the Central Equatoria State (which 
is also the site of the State Capital, Juba), has been the theatre of episodes of violence and armed 
clashes that have taken place on a regular basis. During the period following trends/patterns can be 
observed:  

 Clashes between NAS rebels and SSPDF forces. NAS rebels were reported/claimed to have 
attacked/ambushed SSPDF forces, or, in a few occasions to have responded to SSPDF attacks, in 
various locations in the Central Equatoria State: Kalipapa (18 December 2019), Lasu (13-14 
December 2019, 10 September 2019),194 Mitika (13-14 December 2019),195 Loka (10 December 
2019), Lainya (10 December and September 2019, 17 August 2019),196 Lora (8 November 2019), 

 
185 Eye Radio, Defense Board agrees to 12,000 VIP protection force, 17 June 2019, url 
186 RVI, Peace is the Name of Our Cattle-Camp, Local responses to conflict in Eastern Lakes State, South Sudan, 2018, url 
187 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
188 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
189 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 4; UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South 
Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 7 
190 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, p. 4 
191 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
192 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
193 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
194 Radio Tamazuj, SSPDF, NAS trade accusations over fighting in Yei River State, 16 December 2019, url 
195 Radio Tamazuj, SSPDF, NAS trade accusations over fighting in Yei River State, 16 December 2019, url 
196 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, p. 4 



 

18 
 

Yei (road to DRC, 30 October 2019),197 Esebi (27 October 2019),198 Tore (11 September 2019), Logo 
(8 September 2019), Lorugo (or Lofugo, 8-9 September 2019),199 Maridi-Yei road (Tore, 6 
September 2019), Lorega (5 September 2019), Mukaya and Bereka (4-5 September 2019),200 Loka 
West (21 August 2019),201 Karpeto and Umo (31 July 2019), Karpeto near Lobonok (22-23 July 
2019),202 between Lainya and Wonduruba counties (26-27 May 2019),203 between Kegulu and 
Lutaya (24 May 2019), Kejiko (or Kegiko, 22 May 2019 and 22 April 2019), between Goli and Pisak 
(21 April 2019), Kirikwa (13 April 2019).204 

 Clashes between SPLM-IO and NAS forces. SPLM-IO and NAS forces clashed in or near Rasolo in 
Yei county (20 January 2020), and near Mangalla (6 September 2019).205 

 Random killings by unidentified actors: traffic police officer in Ligi (30 november 2019),206 Lt. Gen. 
Malual Ayom Dor’s security guard (30 September 2019).207 

Violence Against Civilians 

In the reference period, in the Central Equatoria State, civilians have regularly been attacked by 
various actors/forces (as detailed below). The following trends/patterns can be observed by analysing 
the raw data: 

 Abductions  
I. Unidentified armed groups: abducted 62 civilians in Rasolo and Minyori (27 January 2020);208 

entered the residence of a Ugandan businessman in Juba and abducted him (16 November 
2019);209 abducted and tortured about 13 people near Morsak (20 September 2019); 
ambushed vehicles at Payawa and abducted three civilians (27 July 2019);210 attacked a 
commercial vehicle at Panpitiya near Mangalla, killing one person and abducting two children 
(24 may 2019);211 

II. NAS rebels: were accused to have abducted two women in Morobo county (13-14 March 
2020);212 abducted 7 civilian, the NSS claimed, at an unspecified location in Juba county (15 
November 2019); allegedly abducted a chief from the village of Dimo (11 October 2019);213 
allegedly abducted a chief, a pastor, and a businessman from the village of Yondoru (11 
October 2019);214 abducted, four village elders from Mukaya (27 September 2019);215 

 
197 Radio Tamazuj, Yei governor survives a road ambush, 4 November 2019, url 
198 Garda World, South Sudan: Aid workers kidnapped and killed in Yei River state October 27, 31 October 2019, url 
199 Radio Tamazuj, Government and rebel NAS forces clash in Equatoria areas, 9 September 2019, url 
200 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, p. 4 
201 Sudan Tribune, NAS accuses South Sudanese army, militias of attacks23 August 2019, url 
202 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, p. 5 
203 Radio Tamazuj, NAS accuses SSPDF of renewed attacks in Yei, SSPDF denies allegations, 29 May 2019, url  
204 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
205 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
206 Radio Tamazuj,Traffic policeman killed along Yei-Kaya road, 3 December 2019, url 
207 Radio Tamazuj, Gunmen attack army general's house in Juba, security guard killed, 1 October 2019, url 
208 Radio Tamazuj, Over 60 civilians abducted in Tore County: lawmaker, 7 Febraury 2020, url  
209 Daily Monitor, Ugandan kidnapped in South Sudan, 18 November 2019, url  
210 Gurtong, Highway Banditry in Yei River State Condemned, 29 July 2019, url  
211 Radio Tamazuj, One killed, two children abducted in Juba-Bor road ambush, 27 May 2019, url  
212 Radio Tamazuj, NAS denies involvement in chief’s death in Morobo, 31 march 2020, url 
213 Radio Tamazuj, 7 civilians abducted in Mukaya County: Official, 16 October 2019, url 
214 Radio Tamazuj, 7 civilians abducted in Mukaya County: Official, 16 October 2019, url 
215 Radio Tamazuj, 7 civilians abducted in Mukaya County: Official, 16 October 2019, url 
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alledgedly abducted three civilians at an unspecified area in Mukaya county (4 September 
2019);216  

III. SPLM-IO forces: accused of having abducted three women in Kajo-Keji county, who reported 
their husbands had joined the NAS rebellion (early July 2019);217   

IV. SSPDF soldiers: allegedly abducted in Juba a University studen, and tortured him before 
releasing him (26 April 2019).218  
 

 Ambush, murder and extra-judicial killings 
I. Unknown/unspecified armed groups/gunmen have been held responsible for numerous acts 

of murder, violence and looting: on the road between Juba and Nesitu at the Jebel Amiyan 
area (22 February 2020); in Jebel Yesua area of Gudele (11 Febraury 2020); shot dead a prison 
officer in Juba (5 February 2020); near Gudele, where gunmen wearing police uniforms shot 
dead a Law lecturer from the University of Juba (12 January 2020);219 killed two civilians in 
Abegi (21 September 2019); according to a report of September 18, since mid-August 2019, 
there were at least five incidents of attacks against civilians (including sexual violence, 
robbery, and beatings, including against international aid workers) by armed men at 
checkpoints in Juba (18 September 2019); between Ombasi and Mongo where civilians were 
ambushed and several civilians were injured (27 August 2019); killed 12 civilians and wounded 
5, at an unspecified location close to Juba along the Juba-Bor road (around 12 August 2019); 
shot and wounded two youths at Sanjasiri (25 July 2019);220 killed a woman in Dongoro 
(around 17 June 2019).221 

II. Unknown cattle raiders: attacked Bilinyang payam in Mangalla (15 December 2019);222 armed 
youth (suspected of coming from the disputed Eastern Lakes state) killed three civilians who 
were pursuing cattle raiders from Terekeka (11 September 2019);223 gelweng (cattle guards) 
from the disputed Eastern Lakes state killed three civilians at Kindilo close to the border 
between the disputed Eastern Lakes and Terekeka states near Tali (9 September 2019);224 a 
chronic issue in the area;225 

III. SSPDF soldiers and NSS officers: allegedly killed the chief of Lujulu payam in Morobo county 
(13-14 March 2020);226 shot a killed a young man at Aru Junction (26 December 2019); 
arrested and tortured a civilian in Kopera (13 December 2019); shot and killed an elderly deaf 
man (17 November 2019); clashed with NAS rebels in Esebi, while three IOM volunteers were 
killed and two injured in the crossfire (27 October 2019);227 shot dead a civilian near Karpeto 
and Umo (31 July 2019); between January and April 2019, attacked 15 villages in the Central 
Equatoria region in areas between Lainya and Yei, causing several casualties;228 
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IV. SPLM-IO rebels: attacked and severely hit a civilian at Yaribe boma and robbed an elderly 
woman (24 January 2020);229  

V. Pastoralist Militia: shot two IDP youths outside of the UN PoC site at UN House (15 October 
2019);230  

VI. NAS rebels: allegedly attacked a passenger vehicle on a road coming out of Ye, killing two and 
wounding one (21 August 2019).231 
 

 Sexual violence 

The National Salvation Front (NAS) accused the South Sudanese army of raping a woman and her 
daughter during attacks that took place in Moya village in Lasu Payam of Yei county (25 March 
2020);232 three women were raped by armed men in the outskirts of Yei (11-12 January 2020);233 six 
attackers (two soldiers (one Tiger Division), and four gang members raped a woman in Juba (26 
September 2019);234 a woman was raped at Gumbo by two men, one of whom was a Military 
Intelligence officer with the SSPDF Tiger Division (17 September 2019);235 between January and April 
2019, 69 women (of whom 12 were girls) were reported to have been raped by government;236 

 Lootings 

SSPDF soldiers were reported to have looted the houses of the residents of the Shirkat area of Gumbo 
(2 December 2019);237 NAS rebels alleged that SPLM-IO troops looted and "tortured" the residents in 
the area of Mangalla (6 September 2019);238 

 Explosions/Remote Violence 

On 9 December 2019, an unexploded grenade detonated at an unspecified location in the disputed 
Rokon county, wounding six children.239 On May 9th, the newly appointed commissioner for 
Wonduruba county was killed along with three soldiers when his car hit a landmine at an unspecified 
location on the Lainya-Wonduruba road.240 

Impact on population 

In line with UN bodies’ and Human Rights Watch latest reports on South Sudan,241 the HRC reported, 
in a document covering the period September 2018 – December 2019, that:   
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‘During the period under review, government forces were responsible for most of the 
attacks against civilians, including pillaging, conflict-related sexual violence together with 
other forms of sexual and gender-based violence, arbitrary arrest and detention, denial 
of the freedoms of expression, opinion and assembly, the recruitment and the use of 
children in armed forces and arbitrary restrictions on humanitarian aid, in violation of 
human rights law and international humanitarian law. Armed groups have also 
committed serious violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law, 
including through the recruitment and the use of children’.242 

In line with the situation described above (List of Incidents Central Equatoria), in the last report on the 
situation in South Sudan (December 2019 – February 2019), the UNSG states that ‘[fi]ghting between 
the parties in Maiwut County, Upper Nile, and in Yei County and Lainya County, Central Equatoria, led 
to the displacement of more than 19,000 civilians – of these, over 8,000 sought refuge in Ethiopia’.243 

In response to NAS attacks on their positions, starting in December 2019, government forces began 
operations against the groups in parts of Yei, Lujulo, Morobo, Mukaya, Otogo, and Mugwo counties. 
Human Rights Watch reports that these operations ‘caused approximately 9,000 people to flee to the 
town of Yei and another 5,000 to the Democratic Republic of Congo’.244 

The HRC states that ‘during the period under review, members of SPLA-IO (RM) Division 6A (based in 
Achot- Wau), and government forces […]  continued to recruit, train and use children aged as young 
as 12 years’ in several states, including ‘Central Equatoria States, the latter the powerbase of the 
National Salvation Front’.245 

Based on a recent report released by UNMISS, with focus on Central Equatoria, the Human Rights 
Division documented, in the period January – April 2019:  

‘56 incidents, which resulted in the killing of 41 civilians (including 10 women and two boys), 
the wounding of 17, and the abduction of 37 (including 13 women and three girls). 
Additionally, 69 women and girls were subjected to rape and other forms of sexual violence. 
These incidents also included 21 attacks on villages, which were characterized by the 
widespread looting and destruction of private property, and in some cases, the destruction of 
public property as well. During this second phase, Government forces were responsible for 41 
of 56 incidents, while organized armed groups were responsible for the remaining 15.’246 

The number of IDPs in Central Equatoria state was 208 853 as of February 2020.247 
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6.4. Lakes state248 

Lakes State is located in central South Sudan and has Rumbek as its capital.249 Lakes State was 
dissolved in October 2015 following a decree establishing 28 states instead of the 10 previously 
established states. As a result, the states of Eastern Lakes, Gok and Western Lakes were created. 250 
Lakes State was re-established in February 2020.251 

Actors  

According to data provided by ACLED, based on several news media, actors in violent incidents in the 
Lakes State are in a large majority unidentified armed groups or communal militias252  such as:  

• Agar Clan Dinka ethnic militia (Pakam Section),  
• Athoi-Agar sub-clan militia,  
• Atuot Clan Dinka ethnic militia, 
• Cueibet communal militia, 
• Ciec Clan Dinka ethnic militia 
• Eastern Lakes communal militia,  
• Gok Clan Dinka ethnic militia,  
• Gok communal militia,  
• Panyijiar communal militia,  
• Pakam Clan Dinka ethnic militia, 
• Western Lakes communal militia.253  

Military forces of the government were involved in only one incident, on 24 July 2019. They killed six 
civilians who resisted disarmament ordered by the governor.254 

In addition, according to HRW, ‘in many places, political actors deliberately fuel underlying grievances 
and community antagonism for political gain. But in recent episodes, the violence and the type of 
weapons used has become more lethal and coordinated and the lines between armed youth groups, 
political, and military actors more blurred.’255 

List of incidents  

ACLED recorded for Lakes state in the reference period 88 violent incidents (battles/armed clashes 
and violence against civilians) with 378 recorded fatalities. Of these, 41 events were classified as 
violence against civilians with 75 fatalities. The other 47 violent incidents, recorded as battles and 
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armed clashes, led to 303 fatalities.256 An analysis by EASO showed that most events in Lakes state 
took place in Rumbek district, with Yirol district being second.257  

Violence in Lakes state has erupted regularly in the reference period. According to the South Sudanese 
Radio Tamazuj, ‘the routine of revenge attacks in Western Lakes prevails because of a lack of an 
efficient justice system.’ 258 According to ICRC, ‘between November 2019 and February 2020, clashes 
between different communities close to Rumbek in central South Sudan killed more than 250 people 
and injured over 300. ’259 Below are the events with the highest number of fatalities as recorded in 
ACLED database260 and reported in various media.  

Below is a chronological overview of some security related incidents in Lakes in the period of 1 April 
2019 – 31 March 2020: 

• On 5 July 2019, armed youth from Western Lakes attacked Alel village in Gok, the clashes led 
to death of 7 people and three injuries. Sources said ‘the attack was in retaliation to an earlier 
cattle raid’.261 

• On 21 July 2019, ‘revenge attacks between armed youth from Gony and Thuyic sections in 
Western Lakes State’ took place, killing at least 10 people and injuring four.262 An incident 
between the same communities on 22 July leading to 11 fatalities is recorded by UNSC as 
‘persistent intra-Dinka (Agar) violence […] in retaliation for an earlier attack against the Gony 
Dinka’.263  

• On 13 August 2019, 13 civilians were killed in an attack by unidentified attackers in Eastern 
Lakes state. The attackers reportedly stole several herds of cattle.264 

• On 31 August 2019 in Gok State, SSPDF soldiers who were taking cattle to the Gok State capital 
Cueibet (the cattle were a blood payment for a recent killing) were ambushed by ‘the cattle 
keeper’s armed youth’. Eight solders and two of the youth died.265 

• On 22 September 2019, 11 people were killed and 14 wounded during clashes over land 
between the Nuer and Dinka clans in Yirol266 (Eastern Lake State267). 

• On 27 November 2019, clashes between two sections of the Pakam community in Maper town 
led to 23 fatalities and 47 injuries. 268 According to sources consulted by ACLED, the fights are 
reported related to the death of a trader ‘by an unspecified Pakam Dinka clan’ the previous 
day. 269  
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• On 29 November 2019, the two sections clashed again in the same area, leading to at least 56 
deaths (some of whom may have died of injuries from the previous clash on 27 November), 
and more than 100 injured. 270  

• On 25 December 2019, cattle raiders attacked traders with large herds of cattle in Mudiriya, 
in Gok. Six traders were killed, 12 injured and 1 400 heads of cattle were raided.271 

• On 28 December 2019, ‘tit-for-tat’ clashes between Gak and Manuer sections of the Pakam 
community in Maper Town flared up again (see 27-29 November 2019) and killed 23 
persons.272 

• On 29 December 2019, two feuding sections of the Kok community (Kok-Awac and Kok-
Pacuar) in Western Bahr Naam, Western Lakes, have reconciled during a peace and 
reconciliation conference, ‘after seven years of conflict and revenge attacks, which claimed 
several lives.’273 

• On 31 January and 1 February 2020, 53 people died in several clashes between sections of the 
Agar Dinka in Rumbek East County. According to a source, cited by ACLED, ’these attacks are 
a series of retalliatory clashes’.274 

• On 14 March 2020, clashes occurred in Rumbek Centre between Gony, Dhiei, Kuei, Pakam and 
Rup communities, killing at least 41 people and injuring around 60 people.275 The clashes were 
reportedly ‘in retaliation for the recent killing of two elderly men at Gun cattle camp’.276  

• On 24 March 2020, five people were killed during fighting between Gak and Manuer sub-
sections of the Pakam section of the Agar Dinka in Rumbek North county. The same 
communities clashed again on 28-29 March 2020, leading to 13 deaths and 17 wounded.277 

Impact on population  

In December 2019, incidents in Western Lakes were characterised by the UNMISS as ‘intercommunal 
clashes [that] continue to result in the killing and injuring of civilians, cattle raiding and the looting of 
property.’278  

On the same month, ICRC expressed concern about the ‘sudden spike in violence’ in Western Lakes 
state that ‘continues to affect entire communities. Hundreds of homes have been looted over the past 
days, depriving families of their meagre resources and forcing them to flee for fear of further violence.’ 
279  
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On 16 February 2020, clashes among communities in Rumbek North as a result of cattle raiding caused 
displacement of 2 738 persons (408 households) to Deng-Nhial site (Rumbek North County). More 
than a half of the displaced population were women (56%).280 

The number of IDPs in Lakes state is 206 455 as of February 2020.281 

6.5.  Jonglei state (including Pibor)282 

The territory of Jonglei state comprised of the following new states between 2015 and 2020: Jonglei, 
Western Bleh, and Eastern Bleh.283 The boundaries of the state were again changed in February 2020, 
back into the pre-2015 borders, except for the southeastern part (Boma) which was reinstituted into 
Pibor administrative area.284 For this reason, this chapter includes Jongei as well as Pibor.  

Jonglei state is located in central-eastern part of South Sudan and has Bor as its capital.285 Pibor 
Administrative Area has Pibor as its capital.286 

Actors  

Actors, based on an analysis of the incidents registered in the ACLED database, are in nearly all cases 
local communal militias.287 The two most often mentioned militias are:  

• Murle ethnic militias: The Murle are divided into an agriculturalist group living in the eastern 
mountainous Boma plateau, and a pastoralist group living in the western Jonglei wetlands. 
They have been involved in conflicts with other ethnic groups including Bor Dinka and Lou 
Nuer.288 

• Lou Nuer ethnic militias, such as the White army of Nuer youth. According to the UNHRC, their 
selected fighters called gojam wear uniforms and carry arms ‘to protect civilians’.289 

In 19 registered incidents, mostly cases of inter-communal violence, the actors were not known. The 
incidents took in large majority place in Nyirol, Uror, Pibor, Pochalla, Twin East and Duk districts.290 

In January 2020, UNHCR reported on an increased involvement of ‘members of the State apparatus’ 
or SPLM-IO in ‘brutal attacks, often premised on cattle raiding’.291 In two cases recorded by ACLED, 
SPLM-IO forces attacked civilians. 292 

List of incidents  
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ACLED registered 66 violent incidents (battles and violence against civilians) with 164 recorded 
fatalities. Of these, 44 events are classified as violence against civilians, with 48 fatalities. In 22 cases, 
violent events were classified as Battles and armed clashes, resulting in 116 fatalities, mainly in Pibor 
and Uror districts.293 

Below is a chronological overview of some security related incidents in Jonglei and Boma (Pibor) in the 
period of 1 April 2019 – 31 March 2020: 

• On 9 April 2019, at least 50 people were killed in clashes during cattle raids at the Luwaacodou 
cattle camp in Jebel Buma county. Murle youth were reported as the actors.294 The fighting 
continued the next day, on 10 April 2019.295 

• On 2 May 2019, 17 fighters were killed during an attack by Murle raiders on a Jie community 
in Jebel Boma county. An estimated 104 women and children have gone missing. 296  

• On 15 and 19 December 2019, cattle raiders, reportedly Murle militia from Boma State, 
attacked pastoralists near Paliau. Seven fighters (raiders and pastoralists, coded by ACLED as 
Twic East militia) were killed and about 1 000 heads of cattle were taken.297 

• On 18 and 19 February 2020, inter-communal fighting between militia from Murle and 
neighbouring Lou Nuer ethnic groups flared up in greater Pibor Administrative Area, 
reportedly ‘after Lou Nuer youth from Akobo and Bieh areas attacked Jebel Nanaam and Bith 
Bith areas’. 298 

• On 26 February 2020, at least 15 persons were killed in clashes in Nyirol county, involving 
Murle militia, Lou Nuer militiamen, SSPDF and police. ‘The attack in Nyirol County comes amid 
reports of clashes in parts of the greater Pibor area since last week’, according to a media 
source.299 

• ‘On and/or around 1 March 2020’, several ‘serious clashes took place between thousands of 
Murle and Lou Nuer armed men’ in and around Pibor, in Bolotinganu and Likuangole. 300 
UNOCHA noted: ‘In Manyabol and Likuangole towns, the hardest-hit locations in Pibor County, 
government buildings, civilian houses, humanitarian facilities and other buildings were burnt 
down to the ground. Dead bodies of humans and animals are reportedly in the streets in 
Likuangole town.’ Thousands of inhabitants have fled the area.301 

• On 4 March 2020, ICRC reported: that it ‘treated nearly 70 people suffering from gunshot 
wounds over the past two weeks, as fighting broke out between thousands of armed men in 
several parts of Jonglei State.’302 

Impact on population  

The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) noted that ‘[c]onflict over grazing 
land and land resources frequently fuels intercommunal tensions in the Greater Bor area.’303 Jonglei 
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has since long witnessed inter-ethnic fighting over resources and power, resulting in numerous killings, 
cattle raidings and abductions.304 Repeated killings of large numbers of civilians triggered retaliation 
killings by armed men from the attacked community, according to the researcher Jana Krause. She 
noted: ‘In the midst of the civil war, communal conflict and cattle raiding between the Dinka, Nuer, 
and Murle communities continued. The UNMISS Civil Affairs Division repeatedly tried to address these 
conflicts and brokered peace deals between communities.[…] Until the outbreak of the South 
Sudanese civil war, the situation in Jonglei remained the “greatest headache” for UNMISS’.305 

The UNHRC noted in its January 2020 report that ‘[s]ince cattle has always been central to the 
livelihoods of the Lou Nuer, Dinka and Murle pastoralists […] the spread of arms and increased 
militarization, commercialization of cattle and rising dowry price have incentivized cattle raiding and 
child abduction rendering it even more deadly in recent times.’306 Since half of February 2020, violence 
flared up in Jonglei State and Greater Pibor Administrative Area between Lou Nuer, Dinka, and Murle 
communities and has led to a wave of new IDPs. Nearly 8 500 people fled their villages in Pibor area, 
450 in Bor County, and in Akobo and Nyirol counties, an estimated 16 000 people have been affected 
by the violence. 307 The UNHRC reported: ‘In Jonglei on 19 February [2020] dozens of civilians were 
killed and wounded, and over 200 women and children are believed to have been abducted and 
subjected to sexual violence.’308 According to Human Rights Watch, ‘[t]his spate of violence, part of a 
years-long cycle of attacks and counter-attacks between these ethnic groups, was triggered, as it has 
been in the past, by allegations that Murle abducted children.’309 Several local and international 
reports mention abductions of women and children.310 Between 29 May and 27 August 2019, UNMISS 
facilitated a dialogue among religious leaders from the Dinka, Murle and Lou Nuer communities ‘to 
promote peaceful coexistence’ in greater Jonglei, which contributed to loosening of tensions in Boma 
and Akobo.311 

February 2020 data by the World Food Programme (WFP) showed that Jonglei state is one of the 
places most severely hit by food insecurity in South Sudan, with most of its territory being one phase 
before famine. Several main roads to and from the capital Bor were closed.312 According to CEPO, 
‘[p]articularly at risk were 20,000 people expected to be suffering from the most extreme levels of 
hunger […] in Jonglei’s Akobo, Ayod and Duk counties that were hit by heavy rains in 2019.’313 

The number of IDPs in Jonglei state was 196 055 as of February 2020.314 
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312 WFP, South Sudan Emergency Dashboard, February 2020, 10 March 2020, url  
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6.6. Western Bahr el-Ghazal state 

Western Bahr el-Ghazal state is located in the north-western part of South Sudan.315 The state’s capital 
is Wau.316  

Actors 

The main actors involved in the conflict in the state of Western Bahr el-Ghazal are the following: 

• Governmental forces, including SSPDF317, SSNPS and police forces of the NSS318, 
• Opposition forces, including: SPLM-IO-Fertit Lions, SPLM-IO, South Sudan-United Front(SS - 

UF319)320, Sudan People’s Liberation Army in Opposition (SPLA-IO)321   
• Non-government forces including: ethnic militias such as Dinka Ethnic Militia322, communal 

militias such sa Tonj Communal Militia, Wau Communal Militia and unidentified communal 
militia323 , Dinka pastoralists/cattle keepers, pastoralists of the Luo community324, and youth 
self-defence groups325.  

For more information on the main national actors, please see the relevant section Main armed actors. 

List of incidents 

According to ACLED326, 38 security incidents occurred in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state between 1 April 
2019 and 31 March 2020. ACLED recorded the majority of these incidents as attacks against civilians. 
Other types of incidents included sexual violence and abduction/forced disappearances. In addition, 
armed clashes between various armed actors were recorded by ACLED. The highest number of security 
incidents took place in Jur River county, followed by Wau county, Raja county and Roc Roc Dong 
county.327 

 
315 UNMISS, [South Sudan Map], February 2020, url    
316 UN OCHA, South Sudan, Western Bahr el Ghazal reference map, January 2020, url  
317 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 21 
318 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
319 A rebel movement led by South Sudan’s former army chief of staff Paul Malong. Source: Defense Post (the), Former South 
Sudan military chief Paul Malong launches new rebel group, 9 April 2018, url  
320 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
321 The SPLA-IO mainly consists of army defectors, who remained loyal to Vice President Machar. Source: RULAC, Non-
international armed conflict in South Sudan, 22 January 2020, url 
322 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
323 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
324 The Dinka cattle keepers and the pastoralists of the Luo community were in conflict particularly in the Jur River area. 
Source: UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, pp. 29 - 32; UNSC, Situation 
in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 50 
325 By August 2019, youth self-defence groups had emerged in the Jur River area in order to protect the Luo communities 
against attacks perpetrated by the Dinka cattle keepers. According to the UN Human Rights Commission 2020 Report, these 
groups purchased weapons from SSPDF soldiers. Source: UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 
31 January 2020, url, p. 31, para. 22 
326 It should be noted that on 15 February 2020, President Salva Kiir Mayardit reinstated the 10 states system and three 
administrative areas of Abyei, Pibor and Ruweng, in South Sudan.  
Source: Mayai, A., T. and Tiitmamer, N., The Return to Ten States in South Sudan: Does it Restore Peace?, 20 February 2020, 
Sudd Institute (the), url, pp. 1-2.  
However, ACLED, for the reporting period of 1 April 2019 until 31 March 2020, lists the 10 states and not the previous 
divisions.    
327 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
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Below is a chronological overview of some security related incidents in Western Bahr el-Ghazal in the 
period of 1 April 2019 – 31 March 2020: 

• Between 27 February and 28 May 2019, clashes triggered by destruction of crops resulted in 
57 reported fatalities, destruction of property and displacement of hundreds of civilians.328 

• On 22 April 2019, the village of Uliira, located in Kuajeina County, was attacked by armed 
individuals.329 

• Between March and May 2019, elements of the Dinka militia were increasingly targeting 
members of the Luo community in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state, according to the UNSC. This 
resulted in 26 civilian deaths, 17 injuries and a number of civilian displaced.330 

• On 16 June 2019, pastoralists from Tonj were suspected of killing 11 people and destroying 
houses in an attack on Rocrocdong County in Wau.331 

• In late August 2019, ACLED reported that the South Sudan United Front/Army (SSUF/A) was 
involved in several clashes with government forces around the town of Raja in Western Bahr 
el-Ghazal state.332 

• Between 28 August and 30 November 2019, UNMISS reported on eight incidents of conflict-
related sexual violence with 11 victims, mostly in Western Bahr el-Ghazal and in Central 
Equatoria.333 The actors involved in these incidents included SPLM-IO, SSPDF and NSS.334  

• On 28 January 2020, tensions between SPLM-IO commanders led to kidnapping of 62 
individuals outside of Wau.335 

Impact on population 

In March 2019, cattle raids in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state resulted in new waves of displacement for 
thousands of people.336  

UNOCHA reported that Western Bahr el-Ghazal state was one of the main areas in South Sudan where 
localized inter- and intra-community violence was taking place, with the main actors being 
community-based militias and other armed elements. These types of incidents reportedly increased 
in early 2019 and decreased when the rainy season arrived in May 2019.337  

For the reporting period between 29 May and 27 August 2019, the intercommunal violence was 
prominent in the greater area of Bahr el-Ghazal, with more than 70 persons being killed in incidents 
that took place across state borders, including between Warrap and Western Bahr el-Ghazal.338  

A December 2019 UNSC report stated that a ‘tense’ security environment was created in the greater 
Bagari area in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state, due to an internal dispute within SPLM-IO.339 According 
to a UNSC report, Western Bahr el-Ghazal state was one of the areas where tensions between the 

 
328 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 29 
329 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 26 
330 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 50 
331 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 33 
332 ACLED, Last man standing: An analysis of South Sudan’s elongated peace process, 8 November 2019, url 
333 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, para. 67 
334 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, para. 67 
335 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, para. 28 
336 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 32 
337 UNOCHA, South Sudan - Humanitarian needs overview 2020, November 2019, url, p. 8 
338 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 33 
339 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, p. 5, para. 24 
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local commanders escalated in the period of 1 December 2019 - 15 February 2020.340 The UNHRC 
reported in January 2020 on continued recruitment and training of children in Western Bahr el-
Ghazal.341  

The number of IDPs in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state was 105 465 as of February 2020.342 

Impact on population in Jur River area 

The UNHRC reported in January 2020 that in the Jur River Area in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state ‘violent 
competition over pastoral resources escalated in localities where the rule of law was totally absent’.343 
The nature of the attacks in the Jur River area included mainly killings, rape and sexual violence, 
abduction as well as looting and destruction of property.344  

After 6 March 2019, the violence and attacks between members of the Luo community from Western 
Bahr el-Ghazal and cattle keepers from the Dinka community in Warrap intensified. Cattle keepers 
from the Dinka community in Tonj, in Warrap, returned to the Jur River area looking for pastoral land. 
According to a UNHRC report they ‘allegedly raped a girl…’ and the pastoralists retaliated by killing a 
cattle keeper in Tonj. Cattle keepers retaliated by launching an attack in the Kuajena, in Western Bahr 
el-Ghazal state on 17 March 2019 which resulted in the death of nine individuals and the injury of six 
others. Following these events, retaliatory attacks including killings, rape, abduction as well as looting 
and destruction of property followed in Kuajena, Rocrocdong, Udici and Alur in Wau in Western Bahr 
el-Ghazal state. On 1 April 2019 cattle keepers attacked a primary school sheltering IDPs from the Luo 
community in Kuajena. 11 civilians were killed in the attack. The source indicated that according to 
eyewitnesses, the state security forces in charge of protecting the IDPs did not intervene during the 
attack. In May 2019, cattle keepers from the Dinka community attacked the Luo community in 
Rocrocdong in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state. The attack resulted in at least two fatalities.345  

On 18 June 2019, Dinka cattle keepers launched another attack in Rocrocdong. According to 
eyewitnesses, the attackers killed at least 11 individuals and subsequently proceeded to loot the food 
in the village.346 The source further noted that SSPDF soldiers ‘reportedly played a key role in arming 
the cattle keepers from Tonj as they were from the same Dinka ethnic group’.347 

According to the same source, SPLM-IO forces were accused of counter-attacking the cattle keepers 
and other members of the Dinka community. In addition, government security forces reportedly 
began targeting Luo youth and frequently accusing them of being rebels, which resulted in some these 
youth joining the armed opposition group for protection. In other cases, Luo commanders affiliated 
with SPLM-IO proceeded to recruit from the youth, on occasion forcefully, in order to avenge attacks 
to their community.348  

 
340 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, para. 22 
341 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 46 
342 UNOCHA, South Sudan, Humanitarian snapshot February 2020, 11 March 2020,  url 
343 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 58  
344 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 62 
345 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, Annex II, paras. 16-18 
346 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, Annex II, para. 20 
347 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, Annex II, para. 21 
348 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, Annex II, para. 23 
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6.7. Warrap state 

Warrap state is located in the north of South Sudan.349 The state’s capital is Kwajok.350 

Actors 

The main actors involved in the conflict in the state of Warrap are the following: 

• Governmental forces, including SSPDF351 and the SSNPS352,  
• Opposition forces, including SPLM -IO353, 
• Local non-governmental forces including ethnic militias such as  Apuk Clan Dinka Ethnic354 

Militia, Dinka Ethnic Militia, Bul Nuer355 Ethnic Militia, Rek Clan Dinka Ethnic Militia and 
communal militias such as Ajakkuac Communal Militia, Cueibet Communal Militia, Eastern 
Lakes Communal Militia, Gok Communal Militia, Northern Liech Communal Militia, Thiik 
Communal Militia, Tonj Communal Militia, Tonj East Communal Militia, Tonj North Communal 
Militia, Wau Communal Militia and Unidentified Communal Militia.356  

For more information on the main national actors, please see the relevant section Main armed actors. 

List of incidents 

ACLED reported 58 incidents at the state of Warrap between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020. The 
majority of these incidents were reportedly either attacks or armed clashes, while some incidents of 
sexual violence were also reported. Approximately 9 of these incidents took place in Twic, while the 
majority are reported to have taken place in Tonj East, South and North. 357 

Below is a chronological overview of some security related incidents in Warrap in the period of 1 April 
2019 – 31 March 2020: 

• On 17 April 2019, unknown gunmen allegedly ambushed a vehicle on the outskirts of 
Ajakuach. As a result, 4 individuals were killed and 5 civilians were injured.358 

• On 28 May 2019, Bul Nuer from Mayom County attacked locations in the Turalei area, 
resulting in 28 deaths and at least 20 injured.359   

 
349 UNMISS, [South Sudan Map], February 2020, url  
350 UN OCHA, Warrap State map, 12 December 2016, url  
351 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url; UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human 
Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 48 
352 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
353 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url; NSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, 
url, para. 26 
354 The Apuk Dinka are part of the Dinka ethnic group and communities. Source: Pendle, N., Contesting the militarization of 
the places where they met: the landscapes of the western Nuer and Dinka (South Sudan), 2017, LSE (London School of 
Economics), url, p. 6 
355 The Bul Nuer is an ethnic group, which at 2018 was pro-government. Source: New Humanitarian (the), A who’s who in 
South Sudan’s splintering civil war, 12 April 2018, url  
356 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
357 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
358 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 26 
359 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 29. For more information 
on the conflict in the border area between Twic (Warrap state) and Mayom (Unity state), see para. 63 of the same report. 
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• On 25 June 2019, in the greater Tonj area, fighting among the Muok, Yar and Apuk-Juwiir 
communities and the Thorny community reportedly resulted in at least 15 fatalities in 
Manyangok.360 

• On 17 July 2019, renewed clashes in Thiik County among the subsections of Dinka (Rek), 
Jalwau, Thiik and Luanyjang resulted in at least 23 fatalities.361  

• In December 2019, a dispute between two communities in Tonj North county resulted in 11 
fatalities and in the displacement of people from eight villages.362 

• In January 2020, at least 102 people were killed and 137 others were injured in the states of 
Warrap and Lakes, according to the UNSC. In Warrap, incidents of revenge killings resulted in 
violence between various Dinka Rek sub-clans due to unresolved land disputes.363  

• On 20 March 2020, cattle raiders attacked a camp in the county of Tonj South; the attacks 
resulted in at least 51 fatalities.364 

Impact on population 

In the period between 29 May and 27 August 2019, intercommunal violence was prominent in the 
greater Bahr el-Ghazal area. There were more than 70 fatalities due to incidents that took place across 
state borders, particularly between Unity and Warrap as well as between Warrap and Western Bahr 
el-Ghazal.365  

According to the UNSC, between 28 August and 30 November 2019, the scale of communal conflict 
had overall decreased, although an increase in tensions was noted in Warrap related to pastoral 
movements towards grazing areas for the dry season.366 

Sources reported the continued recruitment of children in Warrap state.367 Government forces368, as 
well as members of the SPLM-IO, continued to forcibly recruit men and boys through campaigns in 
Warrap369. Recruitment and use of children were systematically organized in Warrap also by local 
chiefs and county commissioners in order for the children to be used in the NSS and the SSPDF.370 In 
Tonj, local commissioners were reportedly extorting cattle from families, following orders from the 
SSPDF, in order to secure at least one family member for recruitment. If no men were available, boys 
were sought in their place.371 In addition, county commissioners, following government orders, 
recruited children in Gogral and in Twic, using also recruitment centres in Gogrial.372 

 
360 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 33 
361 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 33 
362 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, para. 27 
363 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, para. 33 
364 International Crisis Group, Tracking Conflict Worldwide, South Sudan, March 2020, n.d., url; Radio Tamazuj, 55 killed in 
cattle raid in Warrap state, 24 March 2020, url  
365 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 10 September 2019, url, para. 33 
366 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 11 December 2019, url, para. 29 
367 UNSC, Letter dated 20 November 2019 from the Panel of Experts on South Sudan addressed to the President of the 
Security Council, 22 November 2019, url, p. 2; UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan , 31 
January 2020, url, p. 1 
368 The government forces included the National Security Service and SSPDF Tiger Division, SSPDF Divisions 3 based in Warrap 
(Panachier) among other states, Division 4 (based in Rubkona in Unity), Division 5 (based in Girinty Barracks in Wau in 
Western Bahr el-Ghazal State) and Division 10. Source: UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 
31 January 2020, url, para. 46 
369 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, p. 1 
370 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 48 
371 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 48 
372 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, para. 6 
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The number of IDPs in Warrap state was 233 198 as of February 2020.373 

6.8. Unity state 

Unity state is located in the north of South Sudan.374 The state’s capital is Bentiu.375 

Actors 

Main actors involved in the conflict in the state of Unity are the following: 

• Government forces, including SSPDF376 and SSNPS377, 
• Opposition forces, including  SPLM-IO, SPLM-IO-Deng Gai378,  and NSS379, 
• Local non-government forces, including ethnic militias such as Bul Nuer Ethnic Militia, Dok 

Nuer380 Ethnic Militia, Jagei Nuer Ethnic Militia, and communal militias such as Panyijiar 
Communal Militia, Southern Liech Communal Militia, Western Lakes Communal Militia.381  

List of incidents 

ACLED reported 24 incidents at the state of Unity, between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020.  The 
majority of these incidents were reported to be attacks, while some incidents of abductions, armed 
clashes and sexual violence were also reported.382 

Chronological overview of selected security related incidents in Unity in the period of 1 April 2019 – 
31 March 2020: 

• On 6 March 2019, two individuals were killed as a result of clashes between armed youth and 
members of the South Sudan People’s Defence Forces stationed in Rubkway, Mayendit, in 
Unity State383.  

Within the limits and time constraints of this query response, no specific information could be found 
in the consulted and used sources on another individual incidents. 

For information on intercommunal violence between Unity and Warrap that took place in June 2019, 
please see the section on Warrap state.  

Impact on population 

During the reporting period 27 February and 28 May 2019, 19 incidents of conflict-related sexual 
violence involving 28 victims (including 10 children) were reported from South Sudan, including in 

 
373 UNOCHA, South Sudan, Humanitarian snapshot February 2020, 11 March 2020,  url 
374 UNMISS, [South Sudan Map], February 2020, url  
375 UNOCHA, South Sudan. Unity reference map, January 2020, url  
376 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
377 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 61 
378 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
379 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 61 
380 Leer county, in the Unity state, is inhabited by ‘…major ethnic group, known as Dok -Nuer clan…’. Source: Coalition for 
Humanity South Sudan (CH), Conflict Dynamics in LeerCounty, South Sudan: Issues, Barriers and Opportunities Towards 
Conflict Transformation., November 2018, url, p. 7 
381 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
382 ACLED, Data Export Tool, South Sudan 1 April 2019 – 30 March 2020, url 
383 LCMT, Mayendit County, n.d., url   
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Unity. Ten of these incidents were attributed to the SSPDF, two to the SPLM-IO, two to the NSS, two 
to community-based militia and one to the SSNPS.384 

According to the UNHRC, civilians in Unity state witnessed persistent fighting, displaying an upward 
trend in the months of April, June and August 2019. The fighting was characterized by an increase in 
the scale and severity of the violations and included abductions as well as enforced disappearances.385 
Increasing road attacks, as well as the presence of large numbers of armed gunmen added to insecurity 
in Unity state in the period between 29 May and 27 August 2019.386 According to a November 2019 
UNSC report, multiple allegations of ongoing child recruitment, forced recruitment and different forms 
of sexual and gender-based violence were reported in Unity state.387 Between 1 December 2019 and 
15 February 2020, UNMISS documented at least 18 incidents of forced recruitment of civilians and 
alleged former fighters by the major warring parties in South Sudan, the majority in Unity. While 
alleged deserters were the target of such operations, the source noted that many civilians, including 
minors and some humanitarian personnel, were abducted for the purposes of such operations.388 

The UNHRC reported in January 2020 that in Unity, boys who had lost or were separated from their 
parents due to the conflict joined the SSPDF or the SPLM-IO due to financial difficulties. The source 
noted that, after enlisting, it was difficult for them to be released and that children failing to follow 
orders received from 30 to 50 lashes.389  

The UNSCR in its report on South Sudan for the period 1 December 2019 until 15 February 2020, stated 
that Unity state was one of the states where communal fighting, forced relocation, forceful 
recruitment and violent cattle raids were reported.390 The UNHRC reported in January 2020 that in 
the area of Mayom in Unity state, ‘violent competition over pastoral resources escalated in localities 
where the rule of law was totally absent’.391  

The number of IDPs in Unity state was 247 614 as of February 2020.392 

  

 
384 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 14 June 2019, url, para. 61 
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387 UNSC, Letter dated 20 November 2019 from the Panel of Experts on South Sudan addressed to the President of the 
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389 UNHRC, Report of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, 31 January 2020, url, paras. 10, 49, 53 
390 UNSC, Situation in South Sudan, 26 February 2020, url, para. 35 
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