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Disclaimer 
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and Referencing Guide.  
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limited time frame. All sources used are referenced. A quality review has been performed in line with the above 
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COI QUERY RESPONSE - LIBYA 
 
1. Treatment of people from Tarhuna by the Government of National 
Accord (GNA) -affiliated forces between January 2020 and February 2021 
 
Background of the conflict in Tarhuna 

Tarhuna is one of the main towns of Al-Margeb province, which is situated to the south-east of 
Tripoli and Al-Jfara.1 Prior to its recapture by the forces of the Government National Accord (GNA) 
on 5 June 2020, Tarhuna was aligned with the Libyan National Army (LNA) and was ruled by al-
Kaniyat militia (named after the Kani brothers; also known as the 9th Brigade since its integration in 
the LNA).2 The 7 Kani brothers, namely Abdul-Khaliq, Mohammed, Muammar, Abdul-Rahim, 
Mohsen, Ali and Abdul-Adhima (currently only four are alive)3, took advantage of the turmoil after 
the 2011 Revolution and the toppling of Gaddafi, and, being one of the few families in Tarhuna 
supporting the revolutionaries, gradually created their own militia and started gaining power in 
Tarhuna.4 By 2015, the Al-Kaniyat militia ‘controlled every aspect of life in Tarhuna’.5 During the time 
of their dominance over the town, there were reportedly regular abductions, torture and 
disappearances of dissenters.6 According  to a statement of the Public Authority for Search and 
Identification of Missing Persons, cited in aHuman Rights Watch (HRW) report, ‘at least 338 
residents of Tarhuna were reported missing after Al-Kani took over the town in 2015’.7 While the Al-
Kani family had previously been loyal to the GNA, in April 2019, they decided to ally with the LNA 
forces and to allow Haftar to use Tarhuna as a launch pad for his offensives against Tripoli.8 

Between April and August 2019, Tarhuna was targeted by GNA air strikes that hit civilian homes and 
resulted in civilian casualties.9 After the GNA captured Al-Watiya airbase on 18 May 2020, the GNA-
aligned forces sent reinforcements to the areas adjacent to Tarhuna and besieged the town. On 4 
June, all LNA forces pulled back from the Tripoli’s suburbs and on 5 June 2020, the GNA-aligned 
forces gained control of the town, without resistance, ‘effectively ending the Libyan National Army 
offensive on Tripoli, launched in April 2019’.10 Although a ceasefire agreement was signed between 
GNA and LNA in Geneva on 23 October 2020, armed groups on all sides continued to engage in 
unlawful activities.11 

Since the withdrawal of the LNA forces from Tarhuna, 28 mass graves have been discovered in the 
area12, as well as at least 106 bodies near the hospital of Tarhuna.13 The General Authority for the 

 
1 UNOCHA, Libya: Reference map – Mantiqua: Almargeb, 27 April 2017, url 
2 Lacher, W., Who is fighting whom in Tripoli? How the 2019 civil war is transforming Libya’s military landscape, SANA, SAS, 
August 2019, url, pp. 12-13; HRW, Libya: UN Establishes Fact Finding Body, 22 June 2020, url 
3 TRT World, The Libyan brothers who kept lions as pets and unleashed terror, 8 January 2021, url 
4 BBC News, How six brothers - and their lions - terrorised a Libyan town, 7 January 2021, url 
5 HRW, Libya: Militia Terrorized Town, Leaving Mass Graves, 7 January 2021, url; TRT World, The Libyan brothers who kept 
lions as pets and unleashed terror, 8 January 2021, url 
6 HRW, Libya: Militia Terrorized Town, Leaving Mass Graves, 7 January 2021, url; UNSMIL, UNSMIL expresses deep concern 
at increased abductions, arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance cases since the outbreak of fighting in Tripoli, 8 
May 2019, url; UNSMIL, UNSMIL expresses concern about increased enforced disappearances in Libya, 18 March 2020, url;  
7 HRW, Libya: Militia Terrorized Town, Leaving Mass Graves, 7 January 2021, url 
8 Libya Observer (The), US sanctions pro-Haftar Al-Kaniyat militia and its leader, 25 November 2020, url; BBC News, How six 
brothers - and their lions - terrorised a Libyan town, 7 January 2021, url; Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Country of 
origin information report on Libya, June 2020, url, p. 23 
9 AI, Libya’s Relentless Militia War Civilians Harmed in the Battle for Tripoli, April-August 2019, 22 October 2019, url, p. 16 
10 UNSC, United Nations Support Mission in Libya: Report of the Secretary-General, 25 August 2020 url, para. 4; Al Jazeera, 
Libyan government forces seize Haftar stronghold Tarhuna, 5 June 2020, url 
11 HRW, World Report Event of 2020  – Libya, 13 January 2021, url 
12 HRW, World Report Event of 2020 – Libya, 13 January 2021, url; AA,  4 bodies exhumed from new mass grave in Libya’s 
Tarhuna, 9 January 2021, url; Africanews, Libya finds more mass graves in city Haftar forces held, 23 January 2021, url 



 

3  
 

Search and Identification of Missing Persons reported in July that 226 bodies ‘were recovered in 
Tarhuna and areas south of Tripoli during the period from June 5 to 16 July’.14 On 10 November 
2020, the ICC prosecutor reported that her office conducted two missions to Libya and that it had 
‘received credible information indicating, that forces from Tarhouna affiliated with the LNA are 
alleged to have committed serious crimes including killings, abductions, [and] enforced 
disappearances.’15 On 27 February 2021, the Military Prosecutor issued an arrest warrant against 3 
028 individuals affiliated with the Al-Kaniyat, for their involvement in mass murders.16 

More information on the treatment of Tarhuna’s residents by Al-Kaniyat militias can be found in the 
EASO Query Response on the security situation in Libya, published on 7 December 2020.17  

 

1.1 What is the treatment of people from Tarhuna by GNA-affiliated militias, 
including at checkpoints (Jan 2020-Feb 2021)?  

 
According to Amnesty International (AI), since April 2020, when the GNA forces started advancing 
against LNA positions in western Libya, there had been individual cases of GNA-affiliated fighters, 
threatening the life and the integrity of Tarhuna’s residents. AI reported these cases within the 
context of their investigation on retaliatory attacks by warring parties against civilians perceived of 
being affiliated with rival groups. The same source also reported that during April and May 2020, 
GNA-aligned forces have committed indiscriminate attacks in some of Tripoli’s suburbs, including in 
Tarhuna, leading to civilian casualties.18 

On 7 June 2020, two days after the seizing of Tarhuna by GNA forces, UNSMIL stated that they had 
received ‘numerous reports of the looting and destruction of public and private property in Tarhuna 
and Alasabaa which in some cases appear to be acts of retribution and revenge that risk further 
fraying Libya’s social fabric’.19 Sky News Arabia reported on incidents of looting of houses and shops, 
as well as ‘grave human rights violations’ committed by militias and mercenaries aligned with the 
GNA.20 According to Middle East Eye, the retaliation activities by GNA forces in Tahruna also included 
arsons, arbitrary arrests and the removal of two telecommunications towers, in order to eliminate 
internet coverage.21 The same source reported that the GNA interior ministry issued a statement on 
7 June 2020 ‘calling on military and security forces in liberated areas to protect civilian lives and their 
property, vowing to hold transgressors to account, whatever their rank’.22  

In a report published on 25 August 2020, the UN Security Council stated that UNSMIL recorded an 
‘alarming increase in retaliatory acts in areas previously controlled by or perceived to be supportive 
of the Libyan National Army’ including Tarhuna during the reporting period (5 May – 25 August 

 
13 Daily Sabah, 106 bodies found in hospital in Libya's liberated Tarhuna city, 5 June 2020, url; HRW, World Report Event of 
2020  – Libya, 13 January 2021, url; UNSC, United Nations Support Mission in Libya: Report of the Secretary-General, 25 
August 2020, url, para. 33 
14 Libya Herald, Five more Tarhuna mass graves discovered, 7 November 2020, url 
15 ICC, Statement of ICC Prosecutor to the United Nations Security Council on the Situation in Libya, pursuant to UNSCR 
1970 (2011), 10 November 2020, url 
16 Libya Observer (The), Arrest warrants issued against 3028 members of Kaniyat militia group, 28 February 2021, url 
17 EASO COI Query Response, Libya - Security Situation between 1 January 2019 and 30 September 2020, 7 December 2020, 
url, pp. 37-38 
18 AI, Libya: Retaliatory attacks against civilians must be halted and investigated, 5 June 2020, url  
19 UNSMIL, UNSMIL statement of recent developments in Libya, 7 June 2020, url 
20 Sky News Arabia, الصورᗷ.. اتᘮشᛴلᘮعیثون والمرتزقة المᘍ ا فساداᘘونھ  ᢝ

ᡧᣚ ترھونة] In Photos [Militias and Mercenaries Wreaking Havoc 
and Looting in Tarhuna], 8 June 2020, url 
21 Middle East Eye, GNA militias run riot in Libya's Tarhuna after LNA retreat, 9 June 2020, url 
22 Middle East Eye, GNA militias run riot in Libya's Tarhuna after LNA retreat, 9 June 2020, url 
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2020).23 

In its report of 22 June 2020, UNOCHA stated that the local stores in Tarhuna were open until 6 p.m. 
due to security concerns and that there were several reported checkpoints in the city.24 As of 30 
June 2020, approximately 28 000 people had fled their homes, following the intensification of 
conflict in southern Tripoli, Tarhuna and Sirt in June 2020. The majority of those displaced moved to 
the eastern part of the country.25 As of September 2020, a small number of those who fled to the 
western part of Libya, returned to Tarhuna, while most of those who fled to the east were unwilling 
to return due to ‘perceived political/tribal affiliations and fear of reprisals’.26 

On 10 November 2020, AI called the UN Rights Council members to address widespread torture 
during Libya’s periodic review. In its call, AI reported that ‘A sense of impunity has fuelled rampant 
torture by militias and armed groups affiliated to the Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA) 
and rivals with de facto control of territory because of real or perceived family, tribal, political or 
regional affiliations’.27 As an example for the retaliatory acts committed by the GNA, AI reported that 
Bassem el-Melety, a resident of Tarhuna, was abducted on 23 October 2020 and was allegedly killed 
by the Tarhouna Security Directorate, a GNA-aligned armed group, due to his brother’s affiliation to 
the Al-Kaniyat armed group.28 

In its report of 19 January 2021, the UN Security Council stated that armed groups continue to 
operate in the area of Tarhuna, threatening thus the security situation of the town and leading to ‘a 
state of impunity and an absence of rule of law in Tarhunah’.29  

On 25 January 2021, the Supreme Council of Libyan Tribes issued a statement in which they hold 
GNA forces responsible for their ‘deliberate failure’ to protect the civilians in Tarhuna from the 
widespread violence in the town.30 

 

1.2  What is the treatment of people resident in Tripoli and whose families 
originate from Tarhuna by Tripoli-based, GNA-affiliated militias (Jan 2020-
Feb 2021)? 
 

Within the time constraints of this query response, no information could be found specifically on the 
treatment of people residing in Tripoli and whose families originate from Tarhuna by Tripoli-based 
GNA-affiliated militias, between January 2020 and February 2021. 

 
 
  

 

 
23 UNSC, United Nations Support Mission in Libya: Report of the Secretary-General, 25 August 2020, url, paras. 5, 30; 
UNOCHA, Libya June Situation Report, last updated 8 July 2020, url, p. 1 
24 UNOCHA, Libya: Tarhuna and Sirt - Flash Update No. 2 (as of 22 June 2020) , 22 June 2020, url, p. 1 
25 UNOCHA, Libya June Situation Report, last updated 8 July 2020, url, p. 1 
26 UNOCHA, Libya l Humanitarian Bulletin (September 2020), 14 October 2020, url, p. 1 
27 AI, Libya: UN Rights Council members must address widespread torture during periodic review, 10 November 2020, url 
28 AI, Libya: UN Rights Council members must address widespread torture during periodic review, 10 November 2020, url 
29 UNSC, United Nations Support Mission in Libya; Report of the Secretary-General [S/2020/41], 15 January 2020, url, para. 
34 
30 Libyan Express, Libyan Tribes hold GNA responsible for violence in Tarhuna, 25 January 2021, url 



 

5  
 

SOURCES USED 
 
AA (Anadolu Agency),  4 bodies exhumed from new mass grave in Libya’s Tarhuna, 9 January 2021, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/4-bodies-exhumed-from-new-mass-grave-in-libya-s-
tarhuna/2104277, accessed 25 February 2021 

Africanews, Libya finds more mass graves in city Haftar forces held, 23 January 2021, 
https://www.africanews.com/2021/01/23/libya-finds-more-mass-graves-in-city-haftar-forces-held/, 
accessed 25 February 2021 

AI (Amnesty International), Libya’s Relentless Militia War Civilians Harmed in the Battle for Tripoli, 
April- August 2019, 22 October 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde19/1201/2019/en/, accessed 23 February 2021 

AI (Amnesty International), Libya: Retaliatory attacks against civilians must be halted and 
investigated, 5 June 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/06/libya-retaliatory-
attacks-against-civilians-must-be-halted-and-investigated/, accessed 24 February 2021 

AI (Amnesty International), Libya: UN Rights Council members must address widespread torture 
during periodic review, 10 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/11/libya-un-rights-council-members-must-address-
widespread-torture-during-periodic-review/, accessed 25 February 2021 

Al Jazeera, Libyan government forces seize Haftar stronghold Tarhuna, 5 June 2020, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/6/5/libyan-government-forces-seize-haftar-stronghold-
tarhuna, accessed 25 February 2021 

BBC News, How six brothers - and their lions - terrorised a Libyan town, 7 January 2021, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-55564933, accessed 23 February 2021 

Daily Sabah, 106 bodies found in hospital in Libya's liberated Tarhuna city, 5 June 2020, 
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/106-bodies-found-in-hospital-in-libyas-liberated-tarhuna-
city/news, accessed 25 February 2021 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), Libya: Militia Terrorized Town, Leaving Mass Graves, 7 January 2021, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/07/libya-militia-terrorized-town-leaving-mass-graves, accessed 
25 February 2021 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), Libya: UN Establishes Fact Finding Body, 22 June 2020, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/22/libya-un-establishes-fact-finding-body, accessed 25 
February 2021 

HRW (Human Rights World), World Report - Event of 2020 – Libya, 13 January 2021, 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/libya, accessed 25 February 2021 

ICC (International Criminal Court), Statement of ICC Prosecutor to the United Nations Security 
Council on the Situation in Libya, pursuant to UNSCR 1970 (2011), 10 November 2020, 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=201110-icc-prosecutor-statement-unsc-libya, 
accessed 25 February 2021 

Lacher, W., Who is fighting whom in Tripoli? How the 2019 civil war is transforming Libya’s military 
landscape, SANA, SAS, August 2019, http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/T-Briefing-
Papers/SAS-SANA-BP-Tripoli-2019.pdf, accessed 24 February 2021 

Libyan Express, Libyan Tribes hold GNA responsible for violence in Tarhuna, 25 January 2021, 
https://www.libyanexpress.com/libyan-tribes-hold-gna-responsible-for-violence-in-tarhuna/, 
accessed 23 February 2021



 

6  
 

Libya Herald, Five more Tarhuna mass graves discovered, 7 November 2020, 
https://www.libyaherald.com/2020/11/07/five-more-tarhuna-mass-graves-discovered/, accessed 25 
February 2021 

Libya Observer (The), Arrest warrants issued against 3028 members of Kaniyat militia group, 28 
February 2021, https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/arrest-warrants-issued-against-3028-members-
kaniyat-militia-group, accessed 28 February 2021 

Libya Observer (The), US sanctions pro-Haftar Al-Kaniyat militia and its leader, 25 November 2020, 
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/us-sanctions-pro-haftar-al-kaniyat-militia-and-its-leader, 
accessed 25 February 2021 

Middle East Eye, GNA militias run riot in Libya's Tarhuna after LNA retreat, 9 June 2020, 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/libya-tarhuna-gna-militias-looting-lna-retreat, accessed 23 
February 2021 

Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Country of origin information report on Libya, June 2020, 
https://www.government.nl/documents/directives/2020/06/30/country-of-origin-information-
report-on-libya-june-2020, accessed 24 February 2021 

Sky News Arabia, الصورᗷ المᘮلᛴشᘮات..  والمرتزقة  ᘍعیثون  فسادا  ونھᘘا   ᢝ
ᡧᣚ  In Photos [Militias and [ترھونة 

Mercenaries Wreaking Havoc and Looting in Tarhuna], 8 June 2020, 
https://www.skynewsarabia.com/middle-east/1350865-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%82%D8%A9-
%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AB%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7-
%D9%88%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A9, 
accessed 26 February 2021 

TRT World, The Libyan brothers who kept lions as pets and unleashed terror, 8 January 2021, 
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-libyan-brothers-who-kept-lions-as-pets-and-unleashed-
terror-43087, accessed 24 February 2021 

UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), Libya l Humanitarian 
Bulletin (September 2020), 14 October 2020, 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya/document/ocha-libya-l-humanitarian-
bulletin-september-2020, accessed 25 February 2021 

UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), Libya June Situation 
Report, last updated 8 July 2020, 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya/document/ocha-libya-l-situation-
report-june-2020, accessed 25 February 2021 

UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), Libya: Reference map 
–Mantiqua: Almargeb, 27 April 2017, 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_a3_r150_ls_20170529_almargeb_alm
argeb.pdf, accessed 24 February 2021  

UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs: Libya: Tarhuna and 
Sirt - Flash Update No. 2 (as of 22 June 2020) , 22 June 2020, 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya/document/libya-tarhuna-and-sirt-
flash-update-no-2-22-june-2020, accessed 25 February 2021 

UNSC (United Nations Security Situation), United Nations Support Mission in Libya; Report of the 
Secretary-General [S/2020/41], 15 January 2020, 
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-



 

7  
 

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_62.pdf, accessed 24 February 2021 

UNSC (United Nations Security Situation), United Nations Support Mission in Libya: Report of the 
Secretary-General, 25 August 2020, https://undocs.org/s/2020/832, accessed 24 February 2021 

UNSMIL (United Nations Support Mission in Libya), UNSMIL expresses deep concern at increased 
abductions, arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance cases since the outbreak of fighting in 
Tripoli, 8 May 2019, https://unsmil.unmissions.org/unsmil-expresses-deep-concern-increased-
abductions-arbitrary-detention-and-enforced-disappearance, accessed 25 February 2021 

UNSMIL (United Nations Support Mission in Libya), UNSMIL expresses concern about increased 
enforced disappearances in Libya, 18 March 2020, https://unsmil.unmissions.org/unsmil-expresses-
concern-about-increased-enforced-disappearances-libya, accessed 25 February 2021 

UNSMIL (United Nations Support Mission in Libya), UNSMIL Statement on recent developments in 
Libya, 7 June 2020, https://unsmil.unmissions.org/unsmil-statement-recent-developments-libya, 
accessed 25 February 2021 

 

SOURCES CONSULTED 
 

AA (Anadolu Agency), Haftar’s concentration camps spark outrage in Libya, 8 July 2020, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/haftar-s-concentration-camps-spark-outrage-in-
libya/1903464, accessed 23 February 2021 

AA (Anadolu Agency), Libya: Government forces strike Haftar militias, 20 April 2020, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/libya-government-forces-strike-haftar-militias/1811732 , 
accessed 23 February 2021 

AA (Anadolu Agency), Libya: GNA forces kill 20 Haftar militia members, 3 April 2020, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/libya-gna-forces-kill-20-haftar-militia-members/1790451, 
accessed 23 February 2021 

AA (Anadolu Agency), Libya's warlord uses gangs-for-hire, rogue mercenaries, 5 February 2020, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/libyas-warlord-uses-gangs-for-hire-rogue-mercenaries/1725301, 
accessed 24 February 2021 

AA (Anadolu Agency) , UN envoy for Libya calls for compliance with cease-fire, 23 February 2021, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/un-envoy-for-libya-calls-for-compliance-with-cease-fire/2153755, 
accessed 24 February 2021 

AI (Amnesty International), Libya: Ten years after uprising abusive militias evade justice and instead 
reap rewards, 17 February 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/libya-ten-
years-after-uprising-abusive-militias-evade-justice-and-instead-reap-rewards/, accessed 24 February 
2021 

Al Jazeera, Several killed as Libya’s GNA forces approach Haftar stronghold, 18 April 2020, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/18/several-killed-as-libyas-gna-forces-approach-haftar-
stronghold, accessed 23 February 2021 

Asharq Al- Awsat, Libya’s GNA Accused of Committing ‘Revenge Killings’, 15 April 2020, 
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2234751/libya%E2%80%99s-gna-accused-committing-
%E2%80%98revenge-killings%E2%80%99, accessed 25 February 2021 



 

8  
 

BAMF – Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Germany): Briefing Notes, 11 January 2021, 
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/202
1/briefingnotes-kw02-2021.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2 , accessed 23 February 2021 

BBC News, Khalifa Haftar's rival Libya government resigns after Benghazi protests, 14 September 
2020, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-54145499 , accessed 23 February 2021 

CFR (Council on Foreign Relations), Who’s Who in Libya’s War?, 18 June 2020, 
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/whos-who-libyas-war, accessed 24 February 2021 

Daily Sabah, Libyan authorities hold exhibit to identify bodies found in Tarhuna mass graves, 13 
January 2021, https://www.dailysabah.com/world/africa/libyan-authorities-hold-exhibit-to-identify-
bodies-found-in-tarhuna-mass-graves, accessed 23 February 2021 

Daily Sabah, Number of corpses unearthed in mass graves increases in Tarhuna, Libya, 9 November,  
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/mid-east/number-of-corpses-unearthed-in-mass-graves-
increases-in-tarhuna-libya, accessed 23 February 2021 

Egypt Today, Western Libya's militias equipped with Turkish arms amass to attack Armed Forces, 24 
December 2020, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/95693/Western-Libya-s-militias-equipped-
with-Turkish-arms-amass-to, accessed 23 February 2021 

Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor, New mass graves in Libya’s Tarhuna demand 
accountability, 10 January 2021, https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/4096/New-mass-graves-in-
Libya%E2%80%99s-Tarhuna-demand-accountability, accessed 24 February 2021 

Garda World, Libya: Security forces disperse anti-government protesters in central Tripoli on August 
26 /update 5, 26 August 2020, https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/373066/libya-security-
forces-disperse-anti-government-protesters-in-central-tripoli-on-august-26-update-5, accessed 26 
February 2021 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), Libya: Armed Groups Violently Quell Protests, 10 September 2020, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/10/libya-armed-groups-violently-quell-protests, accessed 23 
February 2021 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), Libya: UN Establishes Fact Finding Body, 22 June 2020, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/22/libya-un-establishes-fact-finding-body, accessed 25 
February 2021  

HRW (Human Rights Watch), To End the Killings in Libya, the Cost Balance Needs to Change, 15 
December 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/15/end-killings-libya-cost-balance-needs-
change, accessed 25 February 2021 

Independent (The), Fears of revenge attacks as rebel general’s forces flee last stronghold in western 
Libya, 5 June 2020, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/libya-haftar-attack-retreat-
tripoli-airport-tarhuna-a9551026.html , accessed 24 February 2021 

Independent (The), Inside the murky world of Libya’s mercenaries, 16 June 2020, 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/libya-war-haftar-gna-syria-russia-wagner-uae-
tripoli-a9566736.html, accessed 25 February 2021 

Independent (The), Libya's future in balance in UN-backed leadership vote, 2 February 2021, 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/libyas-future-in-balance-in-unbacked-leadership-vote-libya-
country-prime-minister-delegates-bid-b1795662.html, accessed 23 February 2021 



 

9  
 

International Crisis Group, Fleshing Out the Libya Ceasefire Agreement, 4 November 2020, 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/north-africa/libya/b80-fleshing-out-libya-
ceasefire-agreement, accessed 25 February 2021 

Libya Review, GNA Forces Clash in Tarhuna, 4 November 2020, https://libyareview.com/7836/  

Libya Review, GNA`s Militias Kidnap TV Reporter in Tripoli, 1 December 2020, 
https://libyareview.com/8430/, accessed 26 February 2021 

Libya Observer (The), Tripoli Protection Force rejects "controversial" figures in LPDF list, 6 October 
2020, accessed 24 February 2021 

Middle East Eye, The killing fields of Libya's Tarhuna, 30 September 2020, 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/big-story/libya-tarhuna-graves-haftar-tripoli-lna, accessed 24 
February 2021 

North Africa Journal (The), Libya: More civilians, including child, killed in Tripoli by militias of warlord 
Haftar, 11 May 2020, https://north-africa.com/2020/05/libya-more-civilians-including-child-killed-in-
tripoli-by-militias-of-warlord-haftar/, accessed 24 February 2021 

United Kingdom Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note Libya: Security and humanitarian 
situation, September 2020, 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/918003/Libya_-_Security__humanitarian_situation_-_CPIN_-_v4.0_-_September_2020.pdf, 
accessed 24 February 2021  

UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), Libya Humanitarian 
Needs Overview 2021 (December 2020) , December 2020, 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya/document/2021-libya-humanitarian-
needs-overview-hno , accessed 25 February 2021 

UNSC (United Nations Security Council), Letter dated 4 February 2021 from the President of the 
Security Council addressed to the Secretary-General, 4 February 2021, 
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-
CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_110.pdf, accessed 25 February 2021 

UNSC (United Nations Security Council), Letter dated 15 December 2020 from the Chair of the 
Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1970 (2011) concerning Libya 
addressed to the President of the Security Council, 31 December 2020, 
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-
CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2020_1256.pdf, accessed 23 February 2021 

UNSMIL (United Nations Support Mission in Libya), UNSMIL Statement on protests in Tripoli in 23 
August 2020, 24 August 2020, https://unsmil.unmissions.org/unsmil-statement-protests-tripoli-23-
august-2020, accessed 26 February 2021 

War on Rocks, Haftar, Tribal Power and the Battle for Libya, 15 May 2020, 
https://warontherocks.com/2020/05/haftar-tribal-power-and-the-battle-for-libya/ accessed 25 
February 2021  

War on Rocks, Tarhuna Mass Graves and Libya’s Internationalized Civil War, 30 July 2020, 
https://warontherocks.com/2020/07/tarhuna-mass-graves-and-libyas-internationalized-civil-war/, 
accessed 23 February 2021  


