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EOIR Announces 19 New Immigration Judges

FALLS CHURCH, VA — The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) today
announced the appointment of 19 immigration judges to courts in California, Florida, Georgia,
[llinois, Maryland, New Jersey, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia.

EOIR continues to work to expand its immigration judge corps and welcomes qualified
candidates from all backgrounds to join the agency. In addition to making a difference through
service to our Nation, immigration judges join a diverse and inclusive workforce. Individuals
interested in these critical positions are invited to sign up for job alerts that are sent when new
opportunities become available.

After a thorough application process, Attorney General Merrick B. Garland appointed Tanisha L.
Bowens-McCatty, Michael P. Davis, James T. Dehn, Julia E. Egy, Ashley Gadson-Andrews,
Amy F. Haer, Robert J. Herrington, Geoffrey A. Hoffman, Maria L. Jaimes-Salgado, Christina
M. Jimenez, Christopher M. Kozoll, Nicole A. Lane, Francis M. Mwangi, Alex D. Perez, Xavier
F. Racine, Raphael G. Rojas, Marc B. Stahl, Michelle M. Venci, and Mary C. Vergona to their
new positions.

Biographical information follows:

Tanisha L. Bowens-McCatty, Immigration Judge, Hyattsville Immigration Court

Tanisha L. Bowens-McCatty was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in
August 2022. Judge Bowens-McCatty earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1997 from the University of
North Florida and a Juris Doctor in 2001 from the Florida State University College of Law. From
2013 to 2021, she worked for the American Bar Association’s Commission on Immigration in
Washington, D.C., serving as the Associate Director (2013-2020) and the Director of Legal
Initiatives and Member Engagement (2020-2021). From 2006 to 2011, she worked for the
Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc., in Washington, D.C., in the following roles: Senior
Project Coordinator for the National Pro Bono Project for Children (2010-2011); Project
Coordinator for the Raids Preparedness & Response Project (2008-2010); and Legalization
Attorney (2006-2008). From 2004 to 2006, she was a supervising attorney for Catholic Charities
Legal Services of the Archdiocese of Miami in Miami and in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Broward
County Satellite Office, and from 2003 to 2004 she worked as a staff attorney. From 2001 to

Communications and Legislative Affairs Division



EOIR Announces 19 New Immigration Judges
Page 2

2003, she was a staff attorney with Americans for Immigrant Justice (formerly the Florida
Immigrant Advocacy Center) in Miami. Judge Bowens-McCatty is a member of the Florida Bar.

Michael P. Davis, Immigration Judge, Sterling Immigration Court

Michael P. Davis was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Davis earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1997 from John Carroll University and a Juris Doctor
in 2000 from the University of Illinois College of Law. From 2016 to 2022, he served as the
Executive Deputy Principal Legal Advisor, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE),
Department of Homeland Security. From 2012 to 2016, he served as ICE Deputy Principal Legal
Advisor for Enforcement and Litigation. From 2005 to 2012, held the following roles at ICE:
Appellate Counsel (2005-2007); Deputy Chief (2007-2009); and Chief of the ICE Immigration
Law and Practice Division (2009-2012). From 2003 to 2005, he served as Associate Counsel,
Refugee and Asylum Law Division, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Department of
Homeland Security. From 2000 to 2003, he served as an assistant district counsel with the former
Immigration and Naturalization Service in Los Angeles, entering on duty through the Attorney
General’s Honors Program. Judge Davis is a member of the State Bar of California.

James T. Dehn, Immigration Judge, Sterling Immigration Court

James T. Dehn was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Dehn earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1995 from George Mason University, a Master of Arts
in 1998 from the Syracuse University Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, and a
Juris Doctor in 1998 from the Syracuse College of Law. From 2020 to 2022, he served as the
Chief Appellate Counsel at U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), in Washington, D.C. From 2019 to 2020, he served as an attorney
advisor at the Office of Chief Counsel, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, in
Washington, D.C. From 2005 to 2019, he served as an attorney advisor at the Office of the
Principal Legal Advisor, ICE, in Washington, D.C. Also, from 2007 to 2011, he served as a
government appellate counsel, and from 2002 to 2006, as a trial defense counsel, in the U.S.
Army Reserve, Judge Advocate General’s Corps, National Capital Region. From 2000 to 2005,
he served as an attorney advisor at the Office of General Counsel, U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, in Washington, D.C. From 1998 to 1999, he was an associate attorney at Whelan,
DeMaio & Kiszkiel PA, in Miami. Judge Dehn is a member of the Maryland State Bar.

Julia E. Egy, Immigration Judge, Sterling Immigration Court

Julia E. Egy was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Egy earned a Bachelor of Journalism in 1997 from the University of Missouri-Columbia
and a Juris Doctor in 2002 from American University Washington College of Law. From 2014 to
2022, she served as a senior panel attorney with the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA),
Executive Office for Immigration Review. From 2012 to 2014, she served as a supervisory
attorney, and from 2004 to 2012, as an attorney advisor, with the BIA. From 2003 to 2004, she
was in private practice. From 2002 to 2003, she served as a judicial law clerk for the Baltimore,
Philadelphia, and York immigration courts. Judge Egy is a member of the Missouri Bar.
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Ashley Gadson-Andrews, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles — Olive Street Immigration
Court

Ashley Gadson-Andrews was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in
August 2022. Judge Gadson-Andrews earned a Bachelor of Science in 2008 from the University
of Arizona — Eller College of Management and a Juris Doctor in 2011 from the University of
Southern California Gould School of Law. From 2013 to 2022, she served as a deputy district
attorney at the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office. From 2012 to 2013, she was a trial
attorney with the Los Angeles Dependency Lawyers at Edelman Children’s Court in Monterey
Park, California. Judge Gadson-Andrews is a member of the State Bar of California.

Amy F. Haer, Immigration Judge, Atlanta — W. Peachtree Street Immigration Court

Amy F. Haer was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Haer earned a Bachelor of Science in 2003 from the Georgia Institute of Technology and a
Juris Doctor in 2008 from the George Washington University Law School. From 2017 to 2022,
she was the Director of Immigration Legal Services at Catholic Charities Atlanta. From 2015 to
2017, she was the Associate Director for Immigration and Refugee Services at Catholic
Community Services — Tucson (CCS-T). From 2012 to 2015, she was the Program Director for
the Immigrant Survivors Legal Assistance Program at CCS-T. From 2008 to 2012, she was a
staff attorney with Catholic Charities Atlanta. Judge Haer is a member of the State Bar of
Georgia.

Robert J. Herrington, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles — Olive Street Immigration Court
Robert J. Herrington was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August
2022. Judge Herrington earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1975 from the University of Southwestern
Louisiana and a Juris Doctor in 1985 from the LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center. From 2005 to
2022, he was a criminal defense lawyer in Plano, Texas. From 1998 to 2005, he served as an
assistant federal public defender at the Office of the Federal Public Defender in Dallas. From
1996 to 1997, he was a general practitioner in Dallas. From 1991 to 1995, he served as a staff
attorney at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and then at the Resolution Trust
Corporation. From 1988 to 1991, he served as a law clerk to the U.S Bankruptcy Court. From
1985 to 1988, he was an immigration lawyer in private practice. Judge Herrington is a member
of the State Bar of Texas.

Geoffrey A. Hoffman, Immigration Judge, Houston — S. Gessner Road Immigration Court
Geoffrey A. Hoffman was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August
2022. Judge Hoffman earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1991 from Columbia College, Columbia
University, a Juris Doctor in 1997 from Tulane Law School, and a Master of Laws in 2004 from
Harvard Law School. From 2009 to 2022, he served as Director of the Immigration Clinic at the
University of Houston Law Center. From 2004 to 2009, he practiced immigration law at
Kurzban, Kurzban, Weinger, and Tetzeli PA in Miami. From 1998 to 2000, Judge Hoffman
served as a judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. Gadola U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Michigan. Judge Hoffman is a member of the Florida Bar and the State Bar of
Michigan.
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Maria L. Jaimes-Salgado, Immigration Judge, Houston — Greenspoint Park Immigration
Court

Maria L. Jaimes-Salgado was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in
August 2022. Judge Jaimes-Salgado earned a Bachelor of Science in 2006 from the University of
Houston-Downtown and a Juris Doctor in 2009 from Texas South University Thurgood Marshall
School of Law. From 2021 to 2022, she was an associate attorney with the Law Office of Velia
E. Rosas PLLC in Houston. From 2019 to 2022, she was in private practice in Houston. From
2012 to 2019, she was managing attorney, and from 2009 to 2012, she was an associate attorney,
at the Law Office of Isaias Torres PC in Houston. Judge Jaimes-Salgado is a member of the State
Bar of Texas.

Christina M. Jimenez, Immigration Judge, Arlington Immigration Court

Christina M. Jimenez was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August
2022. Judge Jimenez earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1997 from the University of Washington and a
Juris Doctor in 2001 from Boston University. From 2002 to 2022, she served as an attorney and
a trial judge with the U.S. Air Force in the following locations: Royal Air Force Lakenheath,
United Kingdom; Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea; Kadena Air Base, Japan; Bolling Air
Force Base, Washington, D.C.; Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea; Lajes Field, Azores, Portugal;
Joint Base Andrews, Maryland; and Travis Air Force Base, California. In 2022, she retired as a
colonel from the U.S. Air Force, having last served as the Chief Circuit Military Judge for the
Western Circuit. Judge Jimenez is a member of the Massachusetts Bar.

Chris M. Kozoll, Immigration Judge, Memphis Immigration Court

Chris M. Kozoll was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Kozoll earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1993 from the University of Notre Dame, a Master of
Arts in 2000 from Gonzaga University, and a Juris Doctor in 2004 from the University of
Colorado School of Law. From 2010 to 2022, he was a partner at Kozoll & Associates
Immigration Law PLLC. From 2007 to 2010, he served as an associate attorney with the Law
Office of Dennis M. Clare PSC. In 2007, he was a contract attorney at Lichter Associates PC.
From 2004 to 2007, he worked as an associate attorney with the Joseph Law Firm PC. Judge
Kozoll is a member of the Kentucky Bar.

Nicole A. Lane, Immigration Judge, Newark Immigration Court

Nicole A. Lane was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Lane earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1996 from the State University of New York at Albany
and a Juris Doctor in 1999 from the George Washington University Law School. From 2018 to
2022, she served as an assistant director at the New York State Adjudication Services Office.
From 2012 to 2018, she served as a senior Administrative Law Judge, and from 2008 to 2012,
she served as an Administrative Law Judge at the New York State Unemployment Insurance
Appeal Board. From 2005 to 2008, she was a director of public affairs at New York City Health
and Hospitals in Harlem, New York, and worked as a public policy analyst prior to that. Judge
Lane is a member of the New Jersey State Bar and New York State Bar, and is admitted to
practice before the Supreme Court of the United States.
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Francis M. Mwangi, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center
Francis M. Mwangi was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August
2022. Judge Mwangi earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1991 from Kenyatta University in Nairobi,
Kenya, a Juris Doctor in 1997 from the West Virginia University College of Law, and a Master
of Laws in 2011 from the University of Houston Law Center. From 2019 to 2022, he was an
attorney supervisor, and from 2016 to 2019, a staff attorney, in the Legal Services Section at
State Counsel for Offenders, Texas Board of Criminal Justice. From 2003 to 2016, he was in
private immigration practice in Maryland and Texas. From 1997 to 2003, he was an associate
with the immigration law firm of Blaine L. Gilbert & Associates in Baltimore. Judge Mwangi is
a member of the Maryland State Bar, State Bar of Texas, and West Virginia State Bar.

Alex D. Perez, Immigration Judge, Houston — Greenspoint Park Immigration Court

Alex D. Perez was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Perez earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2006 from Northwestern University and a Juris Doctor
in 2009 from the University of Houston Law Center. From 2019 to 2022, he served as a deputy
chief counsel, and from 2010 to 2019, as an assistant chief counsel, with the Office of the
Principal Legal Advisor, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland
Security in Houston. From 2009 to 2010, he worked in private practice in Houston. Judge Perez
is a member of the State Bar of Texas.

Xavier F. Racine, Immigration Judge, Sterling Immigration Court

Xavier F. Racine was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Racine earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1998 from Boston College and a Juris Doctor in 2001
from Suffolk University Law School. From 2014 to 2021, he was a partner at Priale & Racine
PLC. From 2008 to 2014, he was a partner at Marks Calderon Derwin & Racine PLC. From
2002 to 2008, he was a senior associate at Montagut & Sobral PC. From 2001 to 2002, he was an
associate with Jaime Aparisi & Associates LLC. Judge Racine is a member of the Massachusetts
Bar, as well as the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Raphael G. Rojas, Immigration Judge, Orlando Immigration Court

Raphael G. Rojas was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Rojas earned a Bachelor of Science in 1990 from Long Island University at C.W. Post
Campus, a Juris Doctor in 1994 from the Interamerican University of Puerto Rico School of
Law, and a Master of Laws in Health Law in 1996 from Loyola University Chicago School of
Law. From 2008 to 2022, he served as Superior Judge at the Judicial Branch of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. From 2006 to 2008, he was in private practice in Puerto Rico.
From 2000 to 2006, he served as Municipal Judge at the Judicial Branch of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico. From 1995 to 2000, he was in private practice in Puerto Rico. Judge Rojas is a
member of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Bar.
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Marc B. Stahl, Immigration Judge, Chicago Immigration Court

Marc B. Stahl was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August 2022.
Judge Stahl earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1988 from Georgetown University and a Juris Doctor in
1991 from the University of Chicago Law School. From 1991 to 2021, he served as an assistant
public defender in the Law Office of the Cook County Public Defender in Chicago, and from
2016 to 2021, he was the Chief of the Felony Trial Division. From January to July 2022, he was
in private practice. Judge Stahl is a member of the Illinois State Bar.

Michelle M. Venci, Immigration Judge, Chicago Immigration Court

Michelle M. Venci was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in August
2022. Judge Venci earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1997 from the University of Notre Dame and a
Juris Doctor in 2002 from Chicago-Kent College of Law. From 2010 to 2022, she served as an
assistant chief counsel, Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA), U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland Security, in Chicago. From 2007 to
2010, she served as an assistant chief counsel, OPLA, ICE in Orlando, Florida. From 2002 to
2007, she served as an Assistant State’s Attorney with the Cook County State’s Attorney’s
Office in Chicago. Judge Venci is a member of the Illinois State Bar.

Mary Catherine Vergona, Immigration Judge, Sterling Immigration Court

Mary Catherine Vergona was appointed as an Immigration Judge to begin hearing cases in
August 2022. Judge Vergona earned a Bachelor of Science in 1987 from Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio, a Juris Doctor in 1997 from The University of Akron in Akron, Ohio, and a
Master of Laws in Military Law in 2005 from The Judge Advocate’s General Legal Center and
School in Charlottesville, Virginia. From 1998 to 2022, Judge Vergona served as a Judge
Advocate General in the U.S. Army, culminating with her serving as a Circuit Judge from 2019
to 2022 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Judge Vergona is a member of the Virginia State Bar.

— EOIR —

The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) is an agency within the Department of Justice.
EOIR’s mission is to adjudicate immigration cases by fairly, expeditiously, and uniformly interpreting
and administering the Nation’s immigration laws. Under delegated authority from the Attorney General,
EOIR conducts immigration court proceedings, appellate reviews, and administrative hearings. EOIR is
committed to ensuring fairness in all cases it adjudicates.
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