
JUSTICE NOW 
Towards lasting peace in the Central African Republic 



2 JUSTICE NOW  
TOWARDS LASTING PEACE IN THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

“WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW? SHOULD  
I GET ENROLLED IN AN ARMED  
GROUP? NO. I DON’T WANT REVENGE.  
MY REVENGE IS JUSTICE.”

These are the words of Yvon, a victim of the anti-Balaka armed group in the Central African Republic 
(CAR). Along with thousands of other victims of human rights violations committed since the outbreak 
of violence in 2013, he believes it is high time to put an end to the entrenched culture of impunity in 
the country, ensure justice for the victims and hold perpetrators to account.

 BREAKING 
 THE CYCLE
 OF VIOLENCE   
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Naomi holds her 3-year-old daughter, born after she 
was raped by members of the anti-Balaka armed 
group. February 2017 © Amnesty International

CLARISSE AND NAOMI*

“They looted my house, took away my television, 
fridge and some money I had kept aside. They stole 
all the building materials including the metal sheet 
I had stored in my compound and with which I was 
planning to build extra rooms for my grandchildren. 
They threatened and insulted us. A few minutes later, 
some of the anti-Balaka threw me on the ground and 
two of them started to rip my clothes off and rape me. 
I collapsed. When I woke up, I was told that they [anti-
Balaka forces] had raped my daughter Naomi as well. ”

Clarisse, a 57-year-old widow, explained the tragic sequence of events 
that changed the lives of both she and her daughter on the night of 
23 December 2013 when 11 armed anti-Balaka attacked her house in 
Combattant neighbourhood, near Bangui airport. 

“I want the perpetrators to be prosecuted for what 
they have done to my daughter and me. I want to be 
compensated for all that I have lost.”

DELPHINE 

“He was a serious and calm man, all he liked to do was 
write songs and sing in his church choir.”

TWO STORIES AMONG THOUSANDS 

* Not their real names
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“Reconciliation 
cannot be 
achieved at the 
cost of impunity.” 
President Touadéra, November 2016

Demonstrators shout slogans and hold a placard 
reading ‘We need peace in RCA’ (Central African 
Republic) during a protest on January 5, 2013, in 
Bangui. © Sia Kambou
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The prison (B) and the High Court (A) of Carnot looted 
during 2012-13 crisis. June 2016 © Private

“I have not seen the evolution of justice so 
far. It has been three years and there are 
delays until today. Considering they know 
the criminals and they have the evidence, 
it is not acceptable that they are still free 
and not arrested. We have already led a 
complaint. We are waiting for justice.” 
A man whose younger brother was killed, allegedly by men under the command of the  
ex-Seleka colonel named Bishara on 5 December 2013.
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Central African Republic President Faustin-Archange 
Touadera (R) and EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs Federica Mogherini (C) pose during a family 
photo with delegates on the side of the Brussels 
Conference for the Central African Republic at the 
European Council in Brussels on November 17, 2016 
© Emmanuel Dunand/AFP

 JUSTICE, NOW. 
“I would feel 
relieved if he 
was judged and 
sentenced, even  
though nothing will 
ever erase this 
from my mind.” 
A woman who was raped at the age of  
16 by members of the anti-Balaka armed 
group at her home in Boy-Rabe on 22 
August 2014. 

The entrance to the High Court of Bangui, which will 
be the headquarters of the Special Criminal Court. 
February 2017 © Amnesty International
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WE ARE CALLING ON THE AUTHORITIES IN THE CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC TO:

WE ARE CALLING ON PARTNERS WITH THE CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC TO:
 



AI Index: AFR 19/6140/2017
May 2017

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 7 million people 
who campaign for a world where human rights are enjoyed by all.
Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.
We are independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest  
or religion and are funded mainly by our membership and public donations.

Cover image: High Court of Mbaiki 
renovated by MINUSCA, April 2017,  
© MINUSCA
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www.amnesty.org

Participants to a workshop on justice for victims in the Central African Republic, March 2017 © private

TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

For further information, see The long wait for justice: Accountability in the Central African Republic  
(Index: AFR 19/5425/2017) at https://www.amnesty.org/fr/documents/afr19/5425/2017/fr/ 

#CARJustice


