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Executive Office for Immigration Review
Swears in Nine Immigration Judges

FALLS CHURCH, VA - The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) has
invested nine immigration judges to fill positions in Bloomington, Minn.; Boston; Cleveland;
Harlingen, Texas; New York; San Antonio; and San Francisco.

The nine new immigration judges were selected from all qualified U.S. citizen applicants.
Each must demonstrate appropriate temperament to serve as an immigration judge, and three of
the following: knowledge of immigration laws and procedures, substantial litigation experience,
experience handling complex legal issues, experience conducting administrative hearings, and
knowledge of judicial practices and procedures.

Last Friday’s investiture brings the size of the immigration corps to 334. EOIR is
continuing to employ its newly streamlined hiring process to reach its fully authorized level of
384 immigration judges. As the agency increases the number of immigration judges hearing
cases, it is also expanding the number of supervisory immigration judges in the field. On Aug.
20, Daniel Weiss and Clay Martin will begin work as assistant chief immigration judges in
Dallas and San Antonio, respectively.

Immigration judges preside over formal, quasi-judicial immigration court hearings and
make decisions regarding the removability of aliens whom the Department of Homeland Security
charges with violations of U.S. immigration law.

Biographical information follows.
Katherine L. Hansen, Immigration Judge, Bloomington Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Katherine L. Hansen to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge Hansen earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1986 from Morningside
College, a Juris Doctor in 1991 from Drake University School of Law, and a Master of Laws
degree in 1997 from Wayne State University School of Law. From 2016 to 2017, she served as a
senior staff attorney for lowa Legal Aid. From 2004 to 2016, she served as a district court judge
for Michigan’s 36™ District Court, in Detroit, Mich. From 2000 to 2004, she served as an
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assistant attorney general for the State of Michigan. From 1993 to 1999, she served as a member
of the Michigan Employment Security Board of Review for the State of Michigan, in Lansing,
Mich. Judge Hansen is a member of the lowa and Michigan State Bars.

Jose A. Sanchez, Immigration Judge, Boston Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Jose A. Sanchez to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge Sanchez earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1984 from Fordham University
at Lincoln Center and a Juris Doctor in 1987 from Northeastern University School of Law. From
1995 to 2017, he served as an associate justice of the trial court for the Trial Court of
Massachusetts, in Lawrence, Mass. From 1987 to 1995, he served as a trial attorney for the
Committee for Public Counsel Services, in Cambridge, Mass. From 1976 to 1981, he served as
an air traffic controller for the Federal Aviation Administration, in New York, N.Y. Judge
Sanchez is a member of the Massachusetts State Bar.

Christopher R. Seppanen, Immigration Judge, Cleveland Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Christopher R. Seppanen to begin hearing cases
in August 2017. Judge Seppanen earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1990 from Alma College
and a Juris Doctor in 1993 from the University of Kentucky College of Law. From 2002 to 2017,
he worked for the State of Michigan, in Lansing, Mich., serving as a supervisory administrative
law judge, 2002 to 2012; a deputy chief administrative law judge, 2012 to 2014; and a chief
administrative law judge, 2014 to 2017. From 1997 to 2002, he served as an administrative law
judge for the State of Michigan, in Manistee, Mich. From 1996 to 1997, he served as a trial
attorney for the Office of Public Advocacy, in Alpena, Mich. Judge Seppanen is a member of the
Michigan State Bar.

Charlotte D. Brown, Immigration Judge, Harlingen Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Charlotte D. Brown to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge Brown earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1979 from The City University
of New York, York College, a Juris Doctor in 1990 from St. John’s University School of Law,
and a Master of Divinity in 2001 from Hood Theological Seminary. From 2009 to 2016, she
served as a district court judge for North Carolina’s 26" District Court, in Charlotte, N.C. From
2001 to 2008 and previously 1994 to 1997, she was an attorney at Charlotte D. Brown, in
Rockingham, N.C. From 1998 to 2001, she was an executive assistant to the president and
general counsel at Livingston College, in Salisbury, N.C. From 1991 to 1992, she served as a
public defender at the Public Defender’s Office, in Fayetteville, N.C. From 1990 to 1991, she
was an associate attorney at Stroock, Stroock & Lavan, in New York, N.Y. Judge Brown is a
member of the Connecticut, New York, and North Carolina State Bars.
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Charles R. Conroy, Immigration Judge, New York City Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Charles R. Conroy to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge Conroy earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1993 from St. Michael’s
College and a Juris Doctor in 1999 from Vermont Law School. From 2016 to 2017, he was a
supervising attorney in the Immigration Law Unit of The Legal Aid Society, in New York, N.Y.
From 2013 to 2016, he was an immigration attorney at the Law Offices of Charles R. Conroy,
PLLC, in New York. From 2012 to 2013, he was an immigration staff attorney at the
Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem, also in New York. From 2006 to 2012, he was an
immigration staff attorney at the Legal Aid Society of the Orange County Bar Association Inc.,
in Orlando, Fla. From 2005 to 2006, he was corporate counsel in the Corporate Law Department
of AEGON USA Inc., in St. Petersburg, Fla. In 2004, he was an associate attorney at Tabas
Freedman, in Miami, Fla. From 2001 to 2004, he was a securities enforcement attorney at the
Vermont Department of Financial Regulation, in Montpelier, Vt. From 2000 to 2001, he was an
associate attorney at Wick and Maddocks P.C., in Burlington, Vt. From 2008 to 2011, he was an
adjunct professor of law at the Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law, Barry University, in Orlando.
Judge Conroy is a member of the Florida, New York, and Vermont State Bars, and the District of
Columbia Bar.

Maria E. Navarro, Immigration Judge, New York City Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Maria E. Navarro to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge Navarro earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1985 from Fordham University
and a Juris Doctor in 1992 from New York University School of Law. From 1996 to 2017, she
worked at The Legal Aid Society, in New York, N.Y., serving as a staff attorney, 1996 to 2008; a
supervising attorney, 2008 to 2016; and an acting attorney-in-charge, 2016 to 2017. From 2008
to 2016, she was a supervising attorney at The Legal Aid Society. From 1994 to 1996, she was a
staff attorney at Brooklyn Legal Services, Corporation B, in Brooklyn, N.Y. From 1992 to 1994,
she was a tax associate at Coopers & Lybrand, in New York, N.Y. From 2006 to 2016, she was
an adjunct professor at Columbia Law School. Judge Navarro is a member of the New York
State Bar.

Charles M. McCullough, Immigration Judge, San Antonio Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Charles M. McCullough to begin hearing cases
in August 2017. Judge McCullough earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1982 from the College
of the Holy Cross and a Juris Doctor in 1985 from the Gonzaga University School of Law. From
1991 to 2017 he worked for the Washington State Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals, in
Olympia, Wash., serving as a hearings industrial appeal judge, 1991 to 1992; a mediation and
review judge, 1992 to 1998; a review assistant chief industrial appeals judge, 1998 to 2002; and a
senior assistant chief industrial appeals judge, 2002 to 2017. From 1988 to 1991, he served as an
assistant attorney general for the Washington State Attorney General’s Office, in Tacoma, Wash.
Judge McCullough is a member of the Washington State Bar.

— more —

Office of Communications and Legislative Affairs



EOIR Swears in Nine Immigration Judges
Page 4

Patrick S. O'Brien, Immigration Judge, San Francisco Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Patrick S. O’Brien to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge O’Brien earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 1995 from California
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo and a Juris Doctor in 2000 from University of
California, Hastings College of the Law. From 2009 to 2017, he served as an assistant chief
counsel for the Office of Chief Counsel, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of
Homeland Security, in San Francisco. From 2001 to 2017, he worked for the U.S. Army Judge
Advocate General’s Corp, entering as a student in 2001; serving as a legal assistance attorney in
Korea, 2002 to 2003; trial counsel in Fort Lewis, Wash., and Irag, 2003 to 2004, as trial defense
counsel in Fort Lewis and Afghanistan, 2004 to 2007; special assistant U.S. attorney in Fort
Lewis, 2007 to 2008; senior defense counsel, U.S. Army Reserve, 2009 to 2014; a brigade judge
advocate, U.S. Army Reserve, 2014 to 2016; and currently as an adjunct professor of
international and operational law. Judge O’Brien is a member of the California State Bar.

Joseph Y. Park, Immigration Judge, San Francisco Immigration Court

Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Joseph Y. Park to begin hearing cases in
August 2017. Judge Park earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1994 from Amherst College and a
Juris Doctor in 2002 from the University of Washington School of Law. From 2003 to 2017, he
worked for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, in San
Francisco, serving as an assistant chief counsel, 2003 to 2007; a senior attorney, 2007 to 2011,
and a deputy chief counsel, Office of Chief Counsel, 2011 to 2017. From 2002 to 2003, he
served as an assistant district counsel for the former Immigration and Naturalization Service,
Department of Justice, in San Francisco, entering on duty through the Attorney General’s Honors
Program. Judge Park is a member of the California State Bar.
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