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Reports of the mistreatment of members of the Mbochi ethnic group could
not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

In 19 January 2007 correspondence, the programs manager at the
Congolese Observatory of Human Rights (Observatoire congolais des droits de
l'homme, OCDH), a human rights organization affiliated with the International
Federation for Human Rights (Fédération internationale des ligues des droits de
l'homme, FIDH), stated that [translation] "the Mbochi ethic group as such has
not been subjected to persection by rebels or other authorities since 2005." The
same source indicated that the current president of the Republic of the Congo,
Denis Sassou Nguesso, is [translation] "himself a member of the Mbochi ethnic
group" and that he "mainly relies on his family, who are Mbochi, and his friends,
who are from other ethnic groups in the Congo, to stay in power" (OCDH 19 Jan.
2007).

Corroborating sources note that Congolese politics are dominated by ethnic
groups from the north of the country, and particularly by President Denis Sassou
Nguesso's Mbochi ethnic group (US 8 Mar. 2006) and its affiliated clans (ibid.;
Freedom House 2006; Africa Confidential 30 Apr. 2004).

Further, according to a 2006 Amnesty International report, 25 members or
former members of the Congolese security forces, almost all of whom were from
the south and west of the country, were arbitrarily detained in early 2005; most
of the opposition to the current government comes from the south and the west
of the Congo, while support comes from the north (AI 13 Dec. 2006). Some of
those detained were reportedly subjected to torture and other mistreatment
(ibid.). They were also accused of attempting to overthrow President Denis
Sassou Nguesso (ibid.).

Further recent information on the situation of the Mbochis could not be
found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
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the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below
the list of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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