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According to the president of the Centre for Women's Development (Centre
de développement pour la femme, CDF), a Congolese women's organization in
Kinshasa, a woman who has several children and returns to the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) after a lengthy absence risks being unable to support
her children's needs, to feed and educate them (CDF 4 Oct. 2005; ibid. 23 Sept.
2005). This risk is even higher if she has no foster home (CDF 23 Sept. 2005).
Families are no longer sources of stability and solidarity because they do not
have the resources to help family members in need (ibid.).

The national coordinator for the National Committee for Women in
Development (Comité national Femme et Développement, CONAFED), a non-
governmental organization in Kinshasa, stated in correspondence sent to the
Research Directorate on 3 October 2005 that such a woman has little chance of
finding her place in today's Congolese society and of adequately providing for her
children's upbringing. The coordinator said that she does not know of any non-
governmental organization that helps individuals reintegrate into the country
after they have been away for a long time (CONAFED 3 Oct. 2005).

In DRC, there are no government organizations that take care of people in
need (CDF 4 Oct. 2005; ibid. 23 Sept. 2005). Religious communities that help
people in need do not have sufficient resources (CDF 4 Oct. 2005). The
communities' reception infrastructures are in extremely poor condition, and the
services offered are insufficient (ibid.).

With respect to the risks of ill treatment by government authorities, the
CDF president indicated that being a single mother with several children is not a
reason for ill treatment because many Congolese women are in the same
situation (CDF 4 Oct. 2005; ibid. 23 Sept. 2005). However, if the woman is
considered to be a political opponent or is perceived as such by the authorities,
there is a high risk that she will be arrested and imprisoned when she returns to
the country (CDF 4 Oct. 2005).

With respect to the socio-economic situation in the DRC, the United
Nations' Human Development Report 2005 indicates that DRC ranks 167 of 177
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on the human development index (HDI) (UN 2005, 222), which covers
three dimensions of human welfare: income, education and health (ibid., 21).
The Congolese newspaper Le Potentiel, quoting data from the National Institute
of Statistics (Institut national des statistiques) in a 13 September 2005 article,
estimated the 2004 unemployment rate to be more than 95 percent. In a June
2003 report, Watchlist indicated that 2.5 million of the 7 million residents of
Kinshasa live on less than one dollar (US) per day and that residents in some
eastern regions of the DRC live on less than $0.18 (US) per day (June 2003).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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