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Democratic Republic of Congo: The existence of a political party called the Union
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(October 2005)
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7 October 2005

The existence in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) of a political
party called the Union for National Recovery (Union pour le redressement
national, URN) was not reported in any of the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate.

Corroborating sources did indicate, however, that the URN is a political
party in the Republic of Congo (Congo-Brazzaville) (Europa 2005 2005, 1325;
Africa Confidential 30 Apr. 2004, 6; AFP 10 Apr. 2004; Republic of Congo n.d).
The URN belongs to the United Democratic Forces (Forces démocratiques unies,
FDU), an association of ruling political parties headed by the Congolese Labour
Party (Parti congolais du travail, PCT) of President Denis Sassou-Nguesso (AFP 10
Apr. 2004; Political Parties of the World 2005, 141).

According to the transcript of an interview posted on a Republic of Congo
information Website, Gabriel Bokilo, the president of the URN (Africa Confidential
30 Apr. 2004, 6; Political Parties of the World 2005, 141; Europa 2005 2005,
1325), stated that the URN, founded in 1991, is [translation] "a democratic party
deeply committed to the values of peace, freedom, tolerance and solidarity,"
whose political aim consists of [translation] "achieving a unified country where
people benefit from the freedoms and conditions of its development and
participate fully in its economic, social and cultural development" (Republic of
Congo n.d.).

The URN president, referring to the party's organizational structure,
explained that its main bodies are

[translation]

the National Convention (Convention nationale), which meets every 5 years;
the National Council (Conseil national), which consists of at least 155 and no
more than 255 members; the National Council Office (Bureau du Conseil
national), which is made up of at least 25 and no more than 35 members; the
executive secretariat, consisting of 13 members; and the 5-member Evaluation
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and Monitoring Commission (Commission d'évaluation et de suivi) (ibid.).

He added that the URN has a number of affiliates:

[translation]

the URN Women's Committee (Comité des femmes de l'URN, CFURN); the URN
Youth (les Jeunes de l'URN, JURN); 5 political associations (2 in Sangha, 1 in
Cuvette and 2 in Brazzaville). Federal structures operate at mid-level (1 in each
of the Republic's departments). In all districts of Congo, the URN operates a
regional branch; and subsections are in place at the local level
(neighbourhoods, villages or hamlets) (ibid.).

The URN president also stated that the URN is represented in the National
Assembly (Assemblée nationale) and in the departmental councils (conseils
départementaux) of Brazzaville, Cuvette and Sangha (ibid.).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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