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The information in the following three paragraphs was provided during an 8
December 2005 telephone interview with a researcher, a Doctor of History, at the
Centre for the Study of the Great Lakes Region of Africa (Centre d'étude de la
région des Grands lacs d'Afrique) at the University of Antwerp in Belgium. The
Centre publishes the annual Africa's Great Lakes: Yearbook (L'Afrique des Grands
lacs : annuaire), and the researcher is an expert on Central Africa, particularly
the Kivu region, especially with respect to governance, crises, peace, conflicts,
and governmental and non-governmental stakeholders (Centre d'étude de la
région des Grands lacs d'Afrique n.d.).

The present situation of Kivutians living in Kinshasa is no different than the
situation of the other citizens there. However, that has not always been the case
in the last few years. Because the two most recent wars (1996-1997 and 1998-
2002) began in the Kivu region, Kivutians were the first in Kinshasa to be
suspected of conspiring with rebel groups. These suspicions grew each time
rumours spread that rebels were infiltrating the capital.

Thus, many originally from eastern regions have been arrested and
imprisoned during the last few years. The wave of arrests that followed the
January 2001 assassination of former president Laurent-Désiré Kabila mainly
targeted individuals from eastern DRC; the presumed assassin was from that
region. However, the Kivu expert said that he has no reason to believe Kivutians
are treated any differently from other Congolese citizens in Kinshasa.

He explained that the airplane is the only means of transportation that
connects the Kivu provinces (North and South) to Kinshasa, the capital of DRC.
However, given the high cost of that means of transportation, Kivutians have
turned more to the eastern countries (Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda and
Kenya) than to Kinshasa. Therefore, Kivu's commercial trade is more extensive
with these eastern countries than with the capital. In addition, during the wars, a
large number of Congolese from the eastern regions took refuge in these
countries, particularly in Tanzania and in Burundi (8 Dec. 2005).

A representative from Héritiers de la justice, a non-governmental human
rights organization in Bukavu, the county seat of South Kivu, stated in
correspondence sent to the Research Directorate on 6 January 2006 that the
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airplane is currently the only means of transportation that connects
Kinshasa to the eastern provinces (North and South Kivu) and even to most other
provinces in the country. He estimated that a one-way trip between Bukavu and
Kinshasa costs between US$350 and US$420 (between CAN$405.25 and
CAN$486.28, according to the Bank of Canada's exchange rate on 16 January
2006) (Héritiers de la justice 6 Jan. 2006). According to the representative from
Héritiers de la justice, such travel [translation] "is not possible for most citizens"
and, [translation] "therefore, most of the passengers are United Nations
employees, senior public servants, businesspeople, officials from international
NGOs and humanitarian organizations, and sometimes, managers from local
NGOs" (ibid.). According to a report by Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict,
in some regions of DRC, mainly in the East and in Equator province, people live
on less than (US) $0.18 per day (June 2003, 1).

The same representative from Héritiers de la justice said that his
organization has never dealt with cases involving the ill treatment of or
discrimination against Kivutians living in Kinshasa (6 Jan. 2006). However, he
said that his organization has been [translation] "informed that some Kinois
[Kinshasa residents] look down upon their compatriots from the East, especially
when rumours of war in the East or of infiltration are spread" (Héritiers de la
justice 6 Jan. 2006).

With respect to the situation of Congolese Tutsis in particular, a report from
a joint mission to Kinshasa in May and July 2004, prepared by the Belgian
General Commissioner for Refugees and Stateless Persons (Commissariat général
aux réfugiés et apatrides, CGRA), the French Office for the Protection of Refugees
and Stateless Persons (Office français de protection des réfugiés et apatrides,
OFPRA) and the Swiss Federal Office for Refugees (Office fédéral des réfugiés,
ODR), stated that [translation] "Tutsis no longer have any particular fears in
Kinshasa, and that their situation improved considerably with the signing of the
peace agreement and the start of the transition" (Projet ARGO Oct. 2004, 6).
However, the same report expressed certain reservations, indicating that
[translation] "exceptional cases of persecution based partly on a person's Tutsi
appearance remain" (ibid.). The report also states that [translation] "Tutsis, or
people who appeared to be Tutsis, had difficulties integrating into the popular
neighbourhoods of the capital" (Projet ARGO Oct. 2004, 6).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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