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The Peace Process After the Tsunami

According to one news article, there appeared to be little hope for a
resumption of peace talks, but observers were hopeful that an agreement on
tsunami relief aid between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the
government would be reached (AFP 22 Feb. 2005). According to one Sri Lankan
government official, the LTTE was "cooperating" with the government on the
distribution of tsunami aid (ibid.).

Relations Between Ethnic Groups After the Tsunami

No reports of developments affecting the relations between ethnic groups
during the period covered by this Response could be found among the sources
consulted by the Research Directorate.

The Situation of Women and Children After the Tsunami

As mentioned in previous Responses, the Colombo-based Daily News also
reported that, since the tsunami, there have been "several alleged cases of abuse
and attempted rape of children" and the LTTE has also become a "severe threat
to children living in uncleared areas" (17 Feb. 2005). As at 17 February 2005, the
Children and Women's Bureau (CWB) of the Sri Lankan police had received 116
complaints of missing children, none of whom have been found (Daily News 17
Feb. 2005). To address these issues, the government and an organization called
Hope for Children have taken the following initiatives:

The Probation and Child Care Services Department has implemented a program
to enable the transfer of children orphaned by the tsunami to "'fit persons'"
(Daily News 17 Feb. 2005). Such persons are generally either the nearest living
relative of the child or persons deemed by the courts to be the "most suitable"
to care for the child (ibid.). Under the program, a fit person is given Rs. 250
[CDN $3.12 (Bank of Canada 23 Feb. 2005)] each month by the Department,
while a local organization called Hope for Children, indicated that it would pay
fit persons Rs. 500 [CDN $6.23 (Bank of Canada 23 Feb. 2005)] each month
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for three years (ibid.).

The Department has also established two sponsorship schemes, the Sevana
Sarana Foster Parent Scheme and the Kapakaru Deguru Program, under which
the Department chooses foster parents to look after the welfare and education
facilities of children orphaned by the tsunami (Daily News 17 Feb. 2005).

Another measure implemented by the Department has been to assign Child
Rights Promotion Officers to Divisional Secretariats, and Probation Officers at
the provincial council level, to supervise children affected by the tsunami (ibid.).

The CWB of the Sri Lanka police has been carrying out education programs for
women and children housed in refugee camps as a result of the tsunami, to
inform them of possible threats and harassment (ibid.). Complaint boxes have
also been set up in such camps and police officers review and respond to the
complaints daily (ibid.).

Additional information on the situation of women and children following the
tsunami could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate.

Corruption and Security Conditions After the Tsunami

No reports of corruption or developments affecting security conditions
during the period covered by this Response could be found among the sources
consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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