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PROPOSED DECISION

~’.This claim against the Government of Cuba, filed under Title V of the

~tarnati.onal Claims Settlement ~Act of 1949~ as ~amended, in the amount of

~]t~!.~045~00~was presented by ALFRED H. ZELEDON and-ELSA S. ZELEDON based upon

~,i~: asserted loss of real and personal property in Cuba. Claimants ha~e been

~tionals of the United States since birth°

Under Title V ~f the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949 [78 Stato

:-0 (I~6~)!~ 22 UoS~Co §§1643~1643k (1964).~ as amended, 79 Stato 988 (1965)],

the ~omm:ssx n is given jurisdiction over claims of nationalsof the United

Sta~es against the Governmen.tof Cuba. Section 503(a) of the Act provides that

the Commission shall receive and determine in accordance with applicable sub~

s~a~:t~ve.law, indiuding, international law, the amount and validity of claims

by :nationals of the.United States against the Government of Cuba arising

s,i~ce January I, 1959 for

losses resulting from the nationalization, expropriation,
intervention or other taking of, or special measures
directed against, property including any rights or
interests therein owned wholly or partially, directly or
indirectly at thetime by nationals of the United States.

Section 502(3) of the Act provides:

The term "property" means any property, right~ or
interest including any leasehold interest, or debts
owed by the Government of Cuba.or by enterprises
which have been nationalized,.expropristed, intervened,
or taken by the. Government of Cuba and debts which are
a charge ~n property which has been. nationalized, expro-
~r~a~ed ............ ~.~ed,~ or taken b the Government of Cuba.
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Claimants initially described their losses as foilows:~

I) Land (4i60 sq~ yds.): $ 20,800o00~

2) Buildings: 64,190.00

3) Personal Property~ ,~_a16 055o00

Total $I0~045.00

The record in support of this claim includes a sworn statement ~of

losses filed with the Department of State on July 9, 1963, photographs of

portions of subject-~roperty, affidavits, and pertinent reports received

by the Commission from abroad. Subsequent to ~th~ filing of the claim,

evidence~was submitted covering an addi.tional .18,420o88 square ya-rds~of

land which was inadvertently exclud~d from~the origin~l statement of losses°

O~ the basis of this .record,. thei~ommission finds that claimants, pursuant

to the Community Property Law of Cuba, eachowned a~one-half interest in

certain real and person~l property in Cuba, described in det=~il below.

Real and~Perso~al Property

The record es~ablis.heS that claimants, during the~period of 1949 to

1953 inclusive, purchased ~nd ~etaine@ ownership in 22,580 square yards

of land in Repart~ "La Palma", Cotorro, Havsha, Cuba.° The record further

establishes that claimants converted the real property into a small

housing development, subdividing the land and improving it.by the

construction of eleven small dw~ellings, including the residence occupied

¯ ¯ by claimants.

¯ The record also establishes that claimants each owned one-half

interests in personal ~roperty con~st~ng of household furnishings,

personal effects, clothing, office.equipment, mnd ~ 1956 Oldsmobile

(Mo~e~i 98)°                                                .

Om October 14, 1960, .the Government of Cuba published in its Official

Gazette~ Special Edition, its Urban Reform Law.. Under this law the

renting of mrban properties, and al! other transactions or contracts
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involving transfer of the tota! or partial useof urban properties

were outlawed (Article 2)~ The law covered residential~ commercial,

industrial and business office @roperties (Article 15)o

Based on the foregoing and the evidence of record, the Commis~

sio~ ~.ds that claimants’ real property in "La Palma", Cotorro,

Cuba was taken by the Government of Cuba pursuant to the provisions

of the Urban Reform Law; and, in the absence of evidence to the

contrary, that the taking occurred on October 14, 1960, the date

on which the law was published in the Cuban Gazette° (See Claim of

Hen~Lewis Slade, Claim No. CU-0183, 1967 FCSC Ann° Repo 39.) The

Commission further finds that the above-mentioned personal property

was !ocated in subject real property and was taken at the same time°

On the basis of the entire recor~ including claimants.’ 1963

description and sworn statement, information received from abroad,

~nd evidenc~ ~v~il~ble as to the value~of similar p~operties in

~ba~ the Comn~ission finds that the real and p.ersonal properties

had the values set out below:

i) Land (22,580.88 square yards): $ 57,640°00

2) Claimants’ Residence: 18,590o00

3) "Duplex" Houses (4): 32,000°00

4) Ranch=type House: 9,600.00

5) Small "Duplex" House: 4,000.00

6) Personal Property~ Furnishfngs,
and Office Equipment: 9,525°00

7) Automobile: 735°00

Total @132~090o00
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On the basis of the foregoing, the Commission concludes

that claimants suffered an aggregate loss in the amount of

$132,090o00. Thus each claimant suffered aloss of $66,045°00

within the meaning of Title ~V of the Act.

It will be noted that the total amount of loss found

herein is in excess of the amount asserted by claimant. However,

in determining the amount of loss sustained, the Commission is

not bound by any lesser or greater amounts which may be asserted

byclaimant as the extent thereof°

The Commission h¯as decided that in certification of losses

on claims determined pursuant to Title V of the International

Claims.$et~lement Act of 1949, as amended, interests.should be      ¯

included at the rate of 6% per annum from the date of loss to the

date of settlement (see Claim of Lisle Corporations Claim~N@~ CU~0644)~

and in the instant case it is So ordered°

CERTIFICATION OF LOSS

The Commission ~certifies that ALFRED Ho ZELEDON suffered a loss,

as a result of actions of.the Government of Cuba, within the scope

Of. Title V of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as

amgnded, in the amou~it of Sixty=six Thousand Forty=five ¯Dollars

~ 0~
($66, 4~o00) with interest at 6% per annum from October 14, 1960

to the date of settlement; and
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The Commission certifies that ELSA S. ZELEDON suffered a loss, as a

of actions of the Government of Cuba, within the scope of Title V

internationa! Claims Settlement Act of 1.949, as amended, in the

ef Sixty~-six Thousand Forty-five Dollars ($66,045.00) with

.r~i~t at 6% per annum from October 14, 1960 to the date of settlement.

O~t.~d at Washington, Do Co,
:~:~ ~~tered as-the Proposed
~.~.~:.~,,~:ion of the Commission


