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1979

Under the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949. as amended

~ROPOS~D DECISION

~T_is claim against the Government of C~oa~ u~_der Title V of the

International Claims Settlement Act of 1949~ as amended~ in an unstated

~mo~nt~ was presented by ~&&RY ~o SOGN~. and is based ~.pon the asse~ted

loss of stock interests in the Cuban Venezuelan 0il Voting Trust. Claim-

ant states that she has been a national of the United States Since her

birth in the State of Y~ssot~Ti but ~_as submitted no supporting evidence

to establish that she is a r~tior~l of the United St~ateso

Ur~Ser Title V of the lr~ernatiomal Claims Settlement Act of 1949

[78 Star. ii!0 (19~4) 22 U.S.C. ~i~43-I~43k (19~4)~ as amended~ 79

Star. 988 (19~5)]~ the Commission is given j’~isdiction over claims of

natior~is of the Di~ited States against the G~erm~ent of Cuba. Sec-

tion 503(a) of the Act provides that the Co~ission shall receive and

dete~ne in accordance ~ith applicable substantive law~ including inter-

national la~ the ~mo~t and validity of claims of national~ of the United

~e~ against the G~er~ment of C~oa~arising since Jan~ i~ 1959 for

losses res~.!timg from the nationalization~ e~ro-
priatiom~ ir~e~entiom or other taking of~ or
special meas~es directed against~ property in-
ci2ding amy rights or m~e~es~ therein owned
~ho!ly or pa~ially, directly or indirectly at
~ time by nationals of the United States~



Section 502(3) of the Act provides:

The~.term ~property’ means any property, right, or
interest including any leasehold interest, and
debts owed by the Government of Cuba or by enter-
prises which have been nationalized, expropriated,
intervened, or taken by the Government of Cuba and
debts which are a charge on property which has
been nationalized, expropriated, intervened, or
taken by the Government of Cuba.

Section 504 of the Act provides, as to ownership of claims, that

(a) A claim shall not be considered under section 503(a)
of this title unless the property on which the claim
was based was owned wholly or partially, directly or
indirectly by a national of the United States on the
date of the loss and if considered shall be considered
only to the extent the claim has been held by one or
more nationals of the United States continuously there-
after until the date of filing with the Commission.

The Regulations of the Commission provide:

The claimant shall be ~the moving party and shall have
the burden of proof on all issues involved in the
determination of his claim. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R.
§531.6(d) (Supp. 1967).)

Clai~r~ ~_RY E. SOG.N~ asserted that she is the owner of 1500

shares of the Cu~ban Venezuelan Oil Voting T~ust of Cuba; and that she

asserted!y inherited s~ch stock interests in J~e 1960 when her l~te

husbani~ J’mii~n Co Sogn~ died. Claimant submitted transaction slips

from her broker indicating that in 1966 and in 1968 her acco~_ut

ciuled~ ~_ong other sto.~k interests~ the ~aforesaid shares in the Cuban

fi~.~_, in a letter dated A~gust 24~ 1967~ the Co, remission suggested

tb~t clair~mt st’~bmit the stock ce~tificates~ evidence pertaining to

the estate of the l~te Julian C. Sogn~ data pertaining to the date or

d~tes whe~ the stock was acquired and evidence ~relating to the United

States na~ionality of c!~ir~r~ and her late husband.

On O~to~cer 18~ !9~7~ claimant sub, mitred an additional transaction

s!ip from her broker in!icating that in 196~ the stock of the aforesaid

Cuban entez~rise was held in her account° Claimant also submitted her

a~±_aa~ executed on October 16, 1967~ disclosing that she is the sole

st~ivor of her late ht~oand~ Julian Co Sogno
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~_,srea~Jter, in letters of February 14, 19~8~ Y~rch i~ 19~8 and

April 9~ !~8~ the Confession made additional suggestions toward de-

~’elopment of this claim. Final~, and on April 19~ 19~8~ the Co~ission

made f~her suggestions~ and clai~nt was invited to s~for~t any evidence

she ~ght ha-~e within thi~y (30) days from that ~te. Clai~nt was

formed that~ absent such supposing evidence~ it mfght become necessary

to de~e.r~ne the claim on the basi~ of the present record. C~i~nt has

not responded to the correspondence of the Cor~s~zon’ ~’ and has sub,fred

no additional e~idence in suppo~ of her claim.

7he Cow.mission finds that cl~nt has not met the burden of proof~

in ~-’~ ~~--~ she h~s failed to establish ~nership~ by a i~ation~l o~ nationals

of the United States~ of rigk~s and interests in property ~’hich was na-

tior~lized~ e~ropriated or otherwise taken by the Goverm~ent of Cuba.

Accordingly~ this cla~ is hereby denied. ~e Com£~ssion deems it ~-

necessary to dete~ine other e!em~nts of this claim.

Dated at Washin~on~ D. C.~
and entered as the Proposed
Decision of the

Notice: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no Objections
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of this Pro-
posed Decision, the decision will be entered as the Final Decision of the
Commission upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or receipt
of notice, unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg.~ 45 C.F.R.
531.5(e) and (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-13 (1967).)
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