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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

ELECTRONICALLY
FILED
Feb 05 2019
U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Plaintiff, Northern District of WV
L Civil No. 1:19-CV-18 (Kleeh)
BARBARA ARBLE, and
HARRY ARBLE,

Defendants.

UNITED STATES’ COMPLAINT FOR PERMANENT INJUNCTION

Plaintiff, the United States of America (“United States™), through its undersigned counsel,
hereby sues Defendants Barbara Arble and Harry Arble (“Defendants”) and alleges as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. Starting as early as January 2011 and continuing to the present, the Defendants have
assisted and facilitated a predatory wire and mail fraud scheme that primarily victimizes senior
citizens of the United States. The scheme operates by contacting elderly victims to inform them
that the victims have won a large amount of money in a lottery or sweepstakes, inducing victims
to pay money in advance of receiving their purported winnings. The scam operators instruct
victims to send payments through wire transfers, the United States Postal Service, and private and
commercial interstate carriers.

2. The United States seeks to prevent continuing and substantial injury to consumers
victimized by this fraudulent scheme by bringing this action for a permanent injunction and other

equitable relief under 18 U.S.C. § 1345 to enjoin the ongoing commission of wire fraud, in

violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343, and mail fraud, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1341.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 18 U.S.C. § 1345
and 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1345.
4. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(1) and (2).

PARTIES

5. Plaintiff is the United States.

6. Defendants are residents of Bridgeport, West Virginia. Defendants transact or have
transacted business in the Northern District of West Virginia. Defendants knowingly used money
transmitting services to facilitate a fraudulent lottery scheme.

DEFENDANTS’ ONGOING FRAUDULENT SCHEME

7. Since at least as early as January 2011, Defendants have assisted and facilitated a
large-scale lottery scheme by accepting consumer payments and forwarding proceeds to
perpetrators of the scheme.

8. Telemarketers working for the scheme contact consumers either by calling them or
by sending them mailings through the United States Postal Service.

9. Telemarketers working for the scheme falsely inform consumers that the consumers
have won a large amount of money in a lottery or sweepstakes.

10. Telemarketers working for the scheme induce consumers to pay money in advance
of receiving their purported lottery winnings.

11. Telemarketers working for the scheme claim that consumers must pay a bond, tax,
or other fee totaling from hundreds to thoughts of dollars in order to received their winnings.

12. Consumers that pay this “fee” receive no prize or cash award.
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13. Telemarketers working for the scheme instruct consumers to pay the “fee” by
sending wire transfers to other individuals in the United States or in Jamaica.

14. Telemarketers working for the scheme instruct consumers to pay the “fee” by
sending money through the United States Postal Service, and private and commercial interstate
carriers to other individuals in the United States or Jamaica.

15. Since at least January 2011, numerous consumers have been victimized by the
fraudulent lottery scheme facilitated by the Defendants. Defendants play a critical role in accepting
unauthorized or fraudulently-induced payments initiated by the telemarketers.

16. Defendants then forward the funds received from consumers to the scheme
perpetrators in Jamaica and in the United States.

17. These transactions take place through wire transmissions and through the United
States Postal Service, and private and commercial interstate carriers.

18. From January 2011, until present, Defendants have facilitated this scheme by
transmitting approximately $433,913.00 to the perpetrators and other facilitators of this scheme.

DEFENDANTS’ KNOWLEDGE OF FRAUD

19.  Upon information and belief, the United States alleges that Defendants have
knowledge that their conduct facilitates a fraudulent scheme involving false lottery winnings

involving consumer payments.

HARM TO CONSUMERS

20. Consumers suffer financial losses from the wire fraud scheme facilitated by
Defendants. Consumers victimized by the scheme reside throughout the United States.

21. The scheme disproportionately affects elderly consumers.
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22. Absent injunctive relief by this Court, Defendants’ conduct will continue to cause
injury to consumers.

COUNT 1
(18 U.S.C. § 1345 — Injunctive Relief)

23. The United States re-alleges and incorporates by reference Paragraphs 1 through
22 of this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

24, By reason of the conduct described herein, Defendants violated, are violating, and
are about to violate 18 U.S.C. §§ 1343 and 1341 by executing a scheme and artifice to defraud for
obtaining money or property by means of false or fraudulent representations with the intent to
defraud, and, in so doing, use interstate and foreign wire communications, and the United States
Postal Service and private and commercial interstate carriers.

25. Upon a showing that Defendants are committing or about to commit wire fraud or
mail fraud, the United States is entitled, under 18 U.S.C. § 1345, to a permanent injunction
restraining all future fraudulent conduct and any other action that this Court deems just to prevent
a continuing and substantial injury to consumers.

26. As a result of the foregoing, the Court should enjoin Defendants’ conduct under 18
U.S.C. § 1345.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, United States of America, requests of the Court the following
relief:

That the Court issue a permanent injunction, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1345, ordering that
Defendants are restrained from engaging, participating, or assisting in any lottery or sweepstakes

scheme or money transmitting business; and
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That the Court order such other and further relief as the Court shall deem just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

William J. Powell
United States Attorney

By:  /s/ L. Danaé¢ DeMasi-Lemon
L. Danaé DeMasi-Lemon
Assistant United States Attorney
WYV Bar No. 10814
United States Attorney’s Office
1125 Chapline Street, Suite 3000
Wheeling, WV 26003
Phone: (304) 234-0100
danae.demasi@usdoj.gov
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