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Message from                
U.S. Attorney Ron Parsons 
 
It is an honor to serve as the U.S. Attorney for the District of South 
Dakota, where our mission is to protect and serve the people of South 
Dakota through the vigorous and impartial enforcement of the laws of 
the United States. 
 
Upon taking office on January 5, 2018, I pledged to do all that I could 
to implement this Administration’s priorities to reduce violent crime, 
reinvigorate Project Safe Neighborhoods to target gun crimes, 
dismantle drug trafficking organizations, combat the opioid crisis, 
and reduce overdose deaths.  Working hand in hand with our federal, 
state, local, and tribal law enforcement partners, we have been taking 
action and making progress on those goals. 
 
From 2017 to 2018, our prosecution of gun crime cases increased by more than 50 percent.  
Drug trafficking prosecutions increased by 33 percent.  This was possible in large part due to 
new resources provided by the Department of Justice, allowing us to add three new Assistant 
U.S. Attorneys (AUSAs) and additional support staff, as well as an increased focus on expanding 
our valuable partnerships with law enforcement agencies across the State. 
 
Many of the new resources we have been given are specifically directed toward promoting public 
safety in Indian Country.  The addition of new staff allowed us to transfer federal coverage of the 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation from Sioux Falls to our Pierre office, which is closer and will 
allow for better service.  Another new AUSA position is dedicated to providing additional 
coverage for the Pine Ridge Reservation.  Through an Indian Country Fellowship, part of the 
Attorney General’s Honors Program, the Department of Justice has assigned an additional 
attorney to prosecute cases both in tribal court on the Pine Ridge Reservation and in federal 
court.  And another DOJ program is funding an additional Special AUSA position to prosecute 
cases in tribal court on the Rosebud Indian Reservation and in federal court.  We are grateful for 
these partnerships with Tribal governments. 
 
A substantial grant awarded by DOJ to the South Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation has 
allowed for expansion of our joint drug task forces working to combat methamphetamine and 
other drug trafficking both in and outside of Indian Country.  This Administration’s opioid 
legislation has delivered substantial new funding to agencies across the state to help combat that 
crisis.  Finally, the addition of a new AUSA to our Civil Division allows us to expand affirmative 
civil enforcement of federal laws, including laws regulating controlled substances.  And we will 
now have at least one AUSA in the Civil Division stationed in each of our three district offices. 
 
We are grateful to the Administration for this unprecedented expansion of federal resources into 
the District of South Dakota.  We are determined to put them to optimal use.  I have confidence 
that, with your help, we will succeed. 
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