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I om very glad to be able to come here today and report to you 
out the Qctivities that we are undertaking in the Depurtoent of Justice. 

The United Press International is extremely well represented 
re in Washington. Mr. Lyle Wilson is one of the coat respected veterans. 
has seen a lot of people come and go in office in Washington and I wish 

I could interview him sorc.et ime · Over in the Just ice Depo.rtoent Miss Sue 
J~agner represents the UPI. I have been 1mpres sed by her report ing) par .. 
ticularly her coverage of the Justice Department's role in the recent 
events in Alabama. She is an honest reporter. I have been icpressed by 
her ability and that of other reporters to ask a tough question. 

I have a deep awareness of the role tha.t the press plays in our 
society. I firmly believe that freedom of 1nforcation 1s one of the most 
lOportant weapons we have in the great struggle for freedom DOW going on 
around the world. 

As I told the American Society of Newspaper Editors in April, 
.. 'We ",ill let the record speak for itself three or four years from now. 

" You will make the judgment at that time anci so will the people of the 
.'"'United States. But I would like to report briefly to you this afternoon 
about some of the things we have undertaken. 

In the Criminal Division, we have revamped and beefed up the 
Organized Crime and Racketeering Sect ion. We are a.ttempt ing to get a, 
maximum federal effort against organized crime. We are coordinating all 
federal investlgations into racketeering. We are pooling all available 
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information about known hoodlums and racketeers. This work is be ing done 
in the Department with the valuable assistance of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover and 
the FBI. ~ 

We have submitted eight bills to Congress which ve need if 
the Federal Government is to meet its responsibilities in law enforce­
ment. The effect ot these billS' in general would be to prevent hoodlums 
and racketeers from using interstate coremerce, interstate co~nications 
and interstate travel, and to give the FBI additional effective weapons 
to aid and assist local law enforcement officers. These bills are aimed 
primarily at the well entrenched racketeers who operate on an interstate 
baSis and who are beyond the reach, in many i~stances, of local law en­
forcement officers. 

The press has commented favorably on these bills by and large) 
but nowhere have I seen these bills listed in a newspaper or magazine 
boxscore ot "important" legislation now before Congress. We know they 
are extremely important. 

I testified about these bills before the Senate Judic.iary Com­
mittee on Tuesday and spoke about them yesterday at graduation ceremonies 
of the 67th Session of the FBI National Academy. But) as I said yesterday} 
we now need more than general support and talk. We need positive support
and we need action. 

Organized crime is reaping huge profits illegally and using 
this money to increase its power, so the need for action i~_"_~Jear. We 
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believe with these bill~,we ceuid sharply reduce these illegal profits 
and could cut these hoottlums and racketeers down to size. 

We have been extremely active and there has been awakened in­
terest in the Antitrust Division of the Department ever since seven top 
executives went to jail in the electrical price-fiXing cases. We ,have 
found from our investigations that there is serious price-fixing in 
almOst every major cotmnunity in the United States and I think this must 
be a ~atter of great concern to businessmen and to the American public. 
I feel very strongly that price-fixing and bid-rigging are extremely 
serious and extremely harmful to the American system of free enterprise. 
We intend to investigate vigorously and we expect to move not only against 
the companies or corporations which have been respons1ble but also against 
the indiViduals who have partiCipated. 

We also have been 1nvestigating violations of the anti-merger 
provisions of the antitrust laws. The purpose is to make sure that no 
company has a chance to dominate or control an industry or start in that 
direction. 

We firmly believe that effective enforcement of the antitrust 
" laws i8 helpful to busines~. The Antitrust Division is there to help 

and assist the businessmen' -- even the large businessmen -- all businessmen 
who are victims of conspiracy by competitors or by other groups,­

. We have problems in all segments of our society and this is a 
very difficult time for the country.. Therefore, I think that the American 
businessman has to look at his own operations and his responsibilities 
to his community and his' state and his country. He has to ~ke certain 
that he is living up to all our principles, While we are trying to pre­
serve freedom and convince others that our system is the best. If this 
is done, the Antitrust Division will have a lesser role to play- T.hat is 
our philosophy and not only in antitrust matters but in all other matters. 

We have become increaSingly interested in what the Federal 
Government can'do to deal more effective~ with juvenile delinquency and 
youth crime. The rate of delinquency and youth crime has increased 
stead11y since 1948. We are concerned because we knov that 1,500,000 of 
our youth will drop out of schools in the next ten years before graduation 
and that 2,500,000 of these dropouts will not have completed the eighth 
grade. We also know that in the next ten years, 26,000,000 of our youth, 
25 years old or younger, will be entering the nation's labor foree, which 
will be demanding more education and more skill. 

This is one of the major reasons the President has for~ed a com­
mittee consisting of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, the 
Department of Labor and the Department of Justice to develop programs to 
coordi~te a campaign of effective prevention, treatment and control at 
federal, state and local levels. 

Within the Department of Justice, we have just received an 
appropriation of $500,000 for a pilot project so that we can give more 
effective help to young federal prisoners in making a successful tranSition 
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". 	 from prison life to the community. This will be administered by the Bureau 

of Prisons and will include establishment of half-way houses where these 
young men can go after leaving prison aDd have guidance in getting re­

~:::.,".established in civilian life. 
~f 

However, we know that even if we substant1ally strengthen all 

of our efforts in the field of correction, that we will not solve the 

problems. It is only if we have a coord1llS.ted prevention program that 

we can solve this most distressing domestic problem. 


ESsentially, th1s is a problem that can be solved only at the 
local level. The Federal Govermnent can lead and. aid and assist. But, 
it is up to each state, city and town,to take care of its own delinquenoy 
situations. Here, incidentally, is one obvious answer to the Question: 
"What can I do for my country?" 

People can contribute greatly to the strength and vitality of 
our nation, by taking an interest in underprivileged youths or in public 
or private agencies which are ~orking in the delinquency field. 

There is no single answer no single cure for delinquency, but 

there is much that can be done. 


Anot~er most challenging task we have in the Department is 
recommending to the President able attorneys for appointment to 93 Federal 
judgeships and 91 United Stat~s Attorney positions. 

We also must submit recommendations for the appOintment of 91 

United States Marshals. All these are Pres idential aPPOintments and in 

connect~on with the judgeships t~e President said, and I quote: 


HI want for our courts indiViduals with respected professional 
skill, incorruptible character, firm judicial temperament, the rare inner 
quality to know when to temper justice with mercYI and the intellectual 
capacity to protect and illuminate the Constitution and our historic values 

, 	in the context of a society experienCing profound and rapid change." 

I might add that this Administration regards the apPOintment of 
the United States Attorneys and the ~rshals with equal solemnity and we 
intend to appoint men of iIltegr1ty, ability and character. We get recom­
mendations from Bar AsSOCiations and trom many persons, including Senators. 
We ask the judicial committee of the American Bar Association to comment 
on persons we have under conSideration. We ask the FBI to make investiga­
tiOns, but we make our own inquiries. 

Without question, this Administration's handling of domestic 

affairs will be judged in large part by the caliber of its appOintments 

.to these important posts. 


Another sensitive domestic area is the Civil Rights field and 

it will occupy a considerable amount of our time. But 1 I have said re­

peatedly that is not a Southern problem alone and the basic issues are 

not endemiC to the South. 
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~:: Our basic position is that we intend to meet our responsibilities. 
~twe intend to perform the duties which we have sworn to undertake _... to en­
~Lforce the law, in every field of the law and in every region of the country. 
~::V'Bas1cally, we believe that 'We must make progress in this nation toward the 
~:~ 	 goal guaranteed by our Constituti<?n that no one is denied opportunity or 
~~; 	 discriminated aga.inst because of race, creed or color. 
~~j; , 
~[ Looking back at the recent violence in Alabama, I would say thatt 	we will have made progress if the responsible leaders, not only in the South, 
kfl. 	but elsewhere 1n the nation, have been alerted to the constant need for 

courageous action on their part to maintain law and order and to fight the 
sangsters and hoodlums who seek to hold power by corruption, threats or 
violence. I want to make it clear I am talking about the East, the Mid­
west and the West as well as the South. Recently, we entered a school 
desegregation case as a friend of the court in New Rochelle, New York. 

We are not concerned only with civil rights in the South. We 

also are concerned with the denial of civil rights that occurs when 


· 	 democrat ic procedures are ignored or flaunted in labor unions; when bus i ­
ness and labor act in collusion to deny workers their rights; and where 
people live in fear because criminal elements have gained an inordinate 
amount of power. 

This is a constant battle and responsible leaders of our com­

munities cannot let their gUard down. 


Just one week before the violence occurred in Alabama, some 

newspapers in that area were critical of me because at the University of 

Georgia I said: "I happen to believe the 1954 decision in the school 

desegregation cases was right. But my belief does not matter -- it is 

the law. Some of you may believe the decision was wrong. And' that does 

not matter. It 1s the law. And we both respect the law......... If 


The tenor of these editorials was that I had temerity to say 

that because many persons believe the 1954 deCision was wrong. The 

inference, therefore, was that the readers did not need to obey the 

decision. 


To those editors, I 'can only say, "You can't have it both ways." 
You can't preach disrespect for the Supreme Court and its decisions and 
have peaceful solutions to the problems raised by those decisions. 

Those who advocate disobedience of our laws, following their 

thoughts to the ultimate, are advocating that we change our form of 

government. 


The late Arthur Capper, who was a distinguished Senator and 

editor, said: 


"The right of free s}:leech, the right of a free press, is the 

right to be wrong, so far as opinions and beliefs and advocacy of those 

opinions and beliefs is concerned. 
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"Of course, this freedom is freedom of expression, of advocacy. 
is not freedom of action. 

"I have the right to maintain that a certain law is wrongi that 
a certain policy of government is wrong; that the law should be amended 
or repealed; that the policy should be changed or abandoned; that a cer~ 
tain official or party should be retired from public office. 

UDut I I am not given, nor guaranteed, any right to refuse to 
follow a legally approved or accepted government policy, nor to refuse to 
obey a legally enacted statute; nor to urge others so to do, under the 
guaranty of freedom of speech or of the press." 

ll· 

The responsibility of editors, as outlined so well by Senator 
Capper does not change in a democracy. When law and order broke down in 
Birmingham and MOntgomery, most of the newspapers in those areas reacted 
vith vigor. Some vere critical of me and the Department of Justice" but 
they faced the issue squarely and they stoed for law and order. In this 
connection" I would pay particular tribute to The Birmingham News for its 
courage and its honesty in meeting the test. 

Editors have a special responsibility and I vould ask only that 
you look closely at your own co~ities. I would ask you to investigate 
and probe in the best traditions of your profession. When you find a group 
bent on lawless action or engaged in illegal activities, I would ask you 
to exercise leadership against those elements. 

I think it is very ciear that a newspaper can be a major differ­
ence in whether an issue is going to be settled in the courts -- or in the 
streets. 


