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Bangladesh: Membership documents issued by the Awami League (and its student and youth wings) to its members
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

The Constitution of the Bangladesh Awami League states that Bangladesh citizens aged 18 years and older are
entitled to become members of the Awami League (AL) (Bangladesh Awami League n.d.). To become a member, a
candidate must sign a declaration and pay a three-year subscription of five taka [approximately CAN $0.08 (XE.com
6 July 2006)] (Bangladesh Awami League n.d.).

According to the Constitution, there are two types of memberships: primary and full. Primary (temporary)
memberships are usually issued to new members and last one year (ibid.). Primary members automatically become
full members after one year unless there are complaints against them (ibid.). Full memberships last three years and
are renewable upon receipt of the appropriate form and a five-taka subscription fee (ibid.).

In 16 July 2006 correspondence with the Research Directorate, an official at the High Commission of Canada in
Dhaka, Bangladesh stated that the High Commission contacted the Bangladesh Awami League's central office in
Dhanmondi, Dhaka and confirmed that the AL issues cards to its members (Canada 16 July 2006).

According to information obtained by the High Commission, AL membership cards are issued by the AL central
office, which sends them to AL district offices for distribution to individual members (ibid.). The AL youth and
student wings reportedly issue their own membership cards to members through a similar distribution system from
their respective central offices in Dhaka to their district offices (ibid.). Sources identify the AL student wing as the
Chhatra League (Bangladesh Awami League 25 April 2006; UNB 14 May 2006) and the AL youth wing as the Jubo
[or "Juba"] League (Bangladesh Awami League 25 June 2006; Hindustan Times 30 May 2006; UNB 28 June 2006).

The official at the High Commission of Canada in Dhaka also noted that, according to the AL central office, AL
membership cards are always signed by two people: the secretary of the central office in Dhaka and the secretary or
president of the relevant district office (Canada 16 July 2006).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the
merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted in
researching this Information Request.

References

Bangladesh Awami League. 25 June 2006. "Awami Jubo League Protests Indecent Remarks on Sheikh Hasina."
<http://www.albd.org/news/2006/06/25/p_1.htm> [Accessed 17 July 2006]

_____. 25 April 2006. "BCL Strike Observed." <http://www.albd.org/news/2006/04/25/25.htm> [Accessed 17 July

This Web page has been archived on the Web.

Responses to Information Requests - Immigration and Refugee Board of C... http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=45...

1 of 2 9/24/2013 2:21 PM



Top of Page
Date modified: 2013-07-17

Click here for tips on how to use this search engine.

_____. N.d.b. "The Constitution of the Bangladesh Awami League." <http://www.albd.org/aldoc
/constitution_en_2.htm> [Accessed 6 July 2006]

Canada. 16 July 2006. High Commission of Canada in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Correspondence from an official.

Hindustan Times. 30 May 2006. "Rights Groups, US Condemn Violence on Bangladesh Journalists." (Factiva)

United News of Bangladesh (UNB). 28 June 2006. "Juba League Leader Sentenced to Four Years RI in Faridpur."
(Factiva)

_____.14 May 2006. "HC Grants Anticipatory Bails to 16 BCL Activists." (Factiva)

XE.com. 6 July 2006. "Universal Currency Converter Results." <http://www.xe.com/ucc/convert/cgi> [Accessed 6
July 2006]

Additional Sources Consulted

Internet sites, including: Bangladesh Awami League; Bangladesh Human Rights Networks; European Country of
Origin Information (ECOI) Network; United Kingdom (UK) Home Office; United States Department of State.
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