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Organization Chart Rwanda: Whether the gacaca courts are still operational; if not, the reasons that led
to the courts being closed, including key dates; whether individuals are still

Employmen
ployment summoned to appear before these courts
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References
Sl e s Inspired by ancestral village assemblies during which [translation] “elders

settled disagreements (AFP 28 Feb 2010; Agence Hirondelle 12 Apr. 2010), the

gacaca courts are traditional community courts that were set up to try the people

Refugee Protection responsible for the 1994 Rwandan genocide (ibid.; RFI 6 Apr. 2010; AFP 28 Feb.
Division 2010).

I G el (DI Two sources consulted by the Research Directorate stated that the gacaca

Immigration Appeal courts have been officially closed since 30 June 2010 (LIPRODHOR 26 July 2010;
Division Rwanda 26 July 2010). The executive secretary of the National Gacaca Court
Decisions Service (Service national des juridictions gacacas, SNJG) is cited as having
announced this fact in a 12 April 2010 article published by Agence Hirondelle,

Forn-15- which is based in Arusha, Tanzania, and is a subsidiary of the Hirondelle

Statistics Foundation, an organization funded by the European Community and Belgium that
is made up of journalists who cover conflict zones (Agence Hirondelle n.d.).

Research Program Two other sources consulted by the Research Directorate state that, according

National to official sources, the closure of the gacaca courts has been reported on many

Documentation occasions (Agence Hirondelle 12 Apr. 2010; ibid. 31 Mar. 2010; RFI 6 Apr. 2010).

Packages A 6 April 2010 article by Radio France Internationale (RFI) states that the closure

of the gacaca courts had been initially planned [translation] “for late 2007, then
December 2009, February 2010 and finally for 31 March 2010.” Still according to
the RFI article, since August 2009, the gacaca courts have not been receiving any
new cases, which are reportedly since being sent to the regular courts (RFI 6 Apr.
2010). The 419 cases not yet settled are reportedly proceedings that are being
Recent Research appealed or reviewed (ibid.). A 14 July 2010 Agence Hirondelle article cites the
head of the SNJG legal department, who claimed that [translation] “415 of the 416
sectors of the country have already ended the work of their gacaca courts and filed
News their reports; the only case outstanding is a case under review.” Additional
Information Sheets information about this topic or any specific reasons for the closure of the gacaca

el Felkiie e courts could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate.

Proactive Disclosure This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This
Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any
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particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources
consulted in researching this Information Request.
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Internet sites, including: Africa Governance Monitoring and Advocacy Project
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