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1. Provide information on the Khalistan Student Movement.

No information was found on the Khalistan Student Movement or the Khalistan Student
Federation. There is an All India Sikh Students’ Federation (AISSF).

The UK Home Office has reported that the AISSF was founded in 1944. Its objectives
were to promote Sikhism amongst Sikh college students and it was the first body to seek
the formation of a separate Sikh homeland. Although it sought a separate Sikh homeland it
did not fight for it until Sikh militancy erupted in 1981, when some of its members sided
with the militants under Bhindranwale. The AISSF changed its name in 1991 to the Sikh
Students Federation (SSF). The SSF has two factions — the main SSF faction and the Bitto
faction, the latter faction being a militant one®. The SSF works to the Sikh principles and
often takes advice of the Jathedar, the head priest.?

2. Provide information on the Hindu Student Federation.

Only one reference was found on the Hindu Student Federation (HSF). The HSF was
reported as taking part in a 2007 protest to relocate a Hindu temple in Ludhiana, Punjab.?

Sources indicate, however, that the students wing of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP).* The BJP is the political wing of the
Sangh Parivar, a group of Hindu nationalist organisations which includes the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).® Christophe Jaffrelot writes that the ABVP was founded in
1948 by RSS cadres and is the largest student union in India in terms of membership.®
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Human Rights Without Frontiers International reports that that ABVP has over 3,000
branches throughout India with nearly a million members.’

Human Rights Without Frontiers International also states that members of the ABVP have
taken their nationalistic views to extremes.? In this regard, a news article dated November
2008 reports that the ABVP had been active in Jalandhar in Punjab against Bangladeshi
immigrants.®
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