
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BE'l'WEEN 

THE uNlTED STATE$ OFAJ\1El.U~il, 

AND 
Wi:\TER STREET SEAFOOD (:OMPAN)' 

DEPARTMENT OFWSTIC:E DJ 11202·74·218 

·. BACKGROUND 

1. 

2 •. 

SC()l'li; OF T}iE INYE:$TIGA'fl0N 

. The'U!lited States Depaitment of Justk¢ (l}11lt<;d Staies) Initiated this inaitcr ltt response 
to a .eonwlaint tlfod against the Water Street Seafood Company, a r~~hmranl .loc.ate.d at 
309 North W~tei' Street., llAo;Corpus Christi, Texas (the Rc$1aurant). The cdmplaint 
alleged that the Restaurahi Is inaccessible to per$011s. with mobllittimpahments, und~r 

. \i'le .HI oflh~ Amedcan.s \vltlrOisabllitiesActQfj ~90 (ADA), 42 u,s;C. §§ 1218 l · 
12189,rind the title iii lmplcmGnting regulation, ~8 c.F.t{, !>art 36. Wat.er Street,Vro, l.s 
tlie \l!vi1~r arid <!Pilrnt()fufth~ ~esta4tan.t; · 

.. Jr\ lh<i CQUrse of lis ln~estlgailon, the Unit~ States surveyed the Restli\liai1t in May 2612, 
Water Street, LTD. mad~ alter~tlons lo. the Resta11r1U1t beriveen iaouary,26, l9Q2 a1id 
fy!.l[(lh 15, 20 l Q, At the. time Qflh~ sury~y, Wat~r Srree~ LTD. had failed to make 
.alterations to the Restaurant that, 1.o the.max.lmum e.ictent feasible, the.altered p.(:>rtlons are 
readily accessible t() and usa~l<i by i~dlvld~als With .disabilities, Jn yli:>lation of 42 li.S.O . 
. ~ 12 I 83(a)(2) and 2S C.I'.R.-§§ 36.4021 and 36Ao3; Speclfl\)ally, the Rcstaur.anh. · · 
exterior ,entrance ~nd t<iilet roc\r\t.s \Vefo il)ac¢es~ib1¢ (() p~rsons who use wh~eleh~lrs. or 
:hnve iiiobilityimpalrments. thereby depdvihg p.er.sonswllh cllsablllties. in lhelr !\ill and 
equal ~ajoyiiwnt ofthe Restai1rant's.g9ods, service~, facilities, privileges, advantages, and 
aoconunodatlons:ln violatlon of 42 V._s.c. § 12182(•) and M C,F.R. §§ 36,201(a). · · · 

JURISDICTION 

· ~. As owner: and operator ofihe.Resfo9rnnt,.a public accol1Jmli<fat1011, Water Street, 
LTD, is a pfo\!e.ofpubllQ acconimo.da_tlon tu~Je~t to the requirements of title Iii of 
the ADA. 42 U.S.C. § 12 l $1 (7)(B),.2$ G.f. ~· ~ 31i. I 04 .. 'fhe l)l)ited ~tat es is 
11i1.thod:i:ed ~l1d~i· 42 u,s.c .. § l28188(b)(l)(A), 28 C.F.R. § 36,502, to invostlg~te 
the Allegations l)fthe co111plt\h11 lo this rn.aMI .t\l deier!llirie WaJer S\reet LTD/s 
C91i1Pllai1ce with title Ill of the ADA and the title lll imp(ement!ng regulnllon, 

4. The Attorney Oeheral <if the United States may commence a ~lvil acilon in any 
appropriate Unft~d Stii.tes. district cqliif!o enforce Jltly ill where he bas reasonabie 



caus~ to l,1elieve tlii\t a11y person or group of pers<ihs ls engagel! I~ 11 p!i\t~rn.or 
prnctlce ofdlscl'lmlnatfon, or that an)' person or gro11p or~ersons has been 
dlscrlnilimted against Undertlt!e lll o.fthe ADA ahd. that tjiscrj111iirntlon rat.ses an 
Issue of genernl pµbli~ li1)p9rtance. 42 U,S.C •. § 12188(b)(l)(B); 28 <:;.P.R..§ 3.6.503. 

5, .Tlw patties t\l the Seijlemc111 Agreement (Agreement) are the· United Stales Allcl . 
Water Street, LTD. The parties agree that it is In their niiitual Interest; arid the U1iltcd 
States beUcv~s.thatifls the public hiterest, to r~solw.this 41spute wlt~out engaging 
in protracted litigation. The parties have ihetefore voluntatlite:ntere~ lnto tJils 
Alireeme111. · 

6. Jn ~onsid~raiion of, and co.nsistent wlth,.ihe t~ri1js oftJlis,Agr~emeilt, the Att()tney . 
General agrees to tefraln from filing a civli .suit under t!tle III in th ls matter, except a:s 
pr<ivideP Iii th~ iie~t.loil .e11tlt.led "lll\P!~l!lenfotlon 1111d !3ttforc¢metit" · · · 

REMEDIAL ACTIONS 

7. Water Street, LTD. will nql Violate title lllofthe ADA. rt will_ Mt dls¢rlminate . 
ag~lnsf any !ndlYldual on the basis of cllsabllity In tbe·11.t11.and ~qualenjoyment of the 
.Restaurant's gd9ds,.services,facllltles, P.riVlleges, advantages, ahd.acci>mmodntlons .. 
4f l.,i,S;C. §§ !~18i-1i1$9;)8 ¢.11.R. eart 36. . . . .· .. 

8. i,V~te.r s.trce\1 L fD •. represents thats1nce the site survey was cQnduct~d,,ll has mad.e. 
the physical m6difications to tho Restaurant listed in Attachm~rttA. · 

9. Wat¢rStreot, LTD. !lirther represents that tlie:physfoai luodlIDatlon l)lade to the 
Rest~iir~nt comply with the cited provision~ of \!1e 201.0 AbA St~t11iar\lsf()r 
Accessible Design (Staitdards) .. 28 C.l'.R. § 35. l 04; Appendices B. and D to. 36 
c;f;R. pqrl 119.l ~nd the.rcqtilrem~nt& 90Q.taincd In subpart D of2$ G.F,J,\~ part )l. 

Io; /3l<cept Jl~ otherwls~ speci11ed in !his Agreenient; withi.n 3 111onths Of the effe.cHve 
date of this Agreement, WaterStreet, LTD; will submit a written repott to the Ui.1lted 
,States.$titl11J1atlzlng.tlie Mll9ns 1.t haS taken pvrs~aritld tMs Agree111eni. TM i.eport 
Will inciudlYdetailed photographs showing measurements, archite¢Mal plai)S, .and 
work ~((!ers. · · · 

lMI'!,EMENTATIONAND ENFORCEMENT 

l L The Unit~d States l\J\1Y re)vlew'compUance with. this /)greenient.atany dl\Je. !fihe. 
Uoited States believes thai Water Street, ~TD. has violntedthiS f\greerrient, the. 
United States \Viii no~lfy Water Street, L.TD. ln i\lrltlng'and will attempt tores·olve 

. the Issues in good fnltb. If the llnifod Stat~$' concerns ~re no) f~lly resolv~d \\'.lthlil 
·3.0 days o!the 1vrltten notice thc.Uhited States may Institute.a clvll action in fe,cteral 
dlstrlci cqurfto e1)force th~.ter.ms of this Agreernerit io enforce !hie lll ofihe AD;\. 
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12. 

]3. 

15, 

. 1.6. 

. 17. 

It ls' ti vioJation ofihis Agreeme~tfor Waier ~treet, l,TD. t<) fall to comply 111 ~ tll'l\ely 
manner With an~ of the recitilrements Imposed by thls Agreement. · 

. . . ~ . . . . . . - - -· 

Failure by the' United Stutes to enforce any provision or deadfiM of this Agreement will 
npt ~e ·consth1ed ~s a waiver oft.he Urilled Stales' right to. ·enforqe·.any tirovJslo~$ \)r. 
deadll.nes. 

·This Agreement Is a public document .. A copy of this Agreement, Including Attao.hments, 
a.lid. ~riy lnforir\atlo1i coittained. In it will be 1riade ayailable Wany person by Water Street, 
LTD. or the United Siates on request.. · 

·This Agreenwnt co.nstlMes Ute entire agreement b.~~ve~n the p~rt!es o.n the matters ra\seq 
fo It, ah~ uo other stliJement, prolnise,'or agreement; either written or oral, mnde by either 
party or agents Qf either party, that 1$ n9t:Qo111~lned. in this.wrltt~n Agre~m.eni. ).ncluding 

·:its Attachments, which are Incorporated by reference •. will be enforceable; This · 
Agreenfont does liQt p~rport fo rl:me4y ariy ot~er pofo)ltlal violations of the l\DA or ~ny 
othe1' foderaU~w. th ls Agreement does not affect Waier Street, L TD;s contin11ing· 
.responsibility to eo\riply 1\ilth all a~pe~W of t~e /\DI\. . .. 

This Agreement wHhemilh\ Jn effept for ~i)e year • 

The person signing for Watei· Street, LTf), represents lhat he.ls autho.rlzed to .bin\! W!\ter · 
Street, L'J'O; tli this Agreement. · · · 



18. The effective date of this Agreement ifthe date of the !ast signature below, 

For Water $tre~I. LTD.: 

"-----
< Qatet~l-1--. __ 

. \ 

Poi t~~ Unl\ed States: 

MOLL).' J. MORl\N, !\.cling Assistant Attoniey O~neral 
for Civil Right$ 
EVB L. HILL~ DeptityAsslsta111 Attorney.Qeneral · 

REBECCA B. BOND, Chief 
KATHL.BEN I', \YO~fE, $pe~lalLitlg~tlo11 <;:.~unsel 
i<EV!N K E- SKI, Deputy Chief . 

-
13y:_J_~~~'_j,,_£~~~-
.PAU AN. RUBIN, Trial Attorney 
v.s, ·. epartlticnt of Justl~e . 
CIVIi. Rights Division 
~so Penbsylv{l1ila Avenue; N,\V, 
DiSablllly Rlghts Section· NYA 

· \Vaslilngton, DC 20530 
Phone;202-~05-.219l. 
Fax: 2.02-5 l.4· 7lU I . · /• 1 · D.ate: · "1· ' .3 t> ' L 


