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JFS: Background Information

• Official journal of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS)

• First published in 1956

• Editor appointed by the AAFS Board of Directors

• 671 manuscripts in all categories received for review in 2016

• Submissions reviewed by over 300 academic and non-academic based 
Editorial Board Members and Guest Reviewers

• Manuscripts currently accepted as Papers, Technical Notes and Case 
Reports for peer review

• Of the peer-reviewed manuscripts that received final decision in 2015, 
47.8% were accepted and 52.2% were rejected (vs. 49.8% accepted and 
50.2% accepted in 2014, vs. 55.62% accepted and 44.38% rejected in 
2013, vs. 57.6% accepted and 42.4% rejected in 2012)

• Current access to JFS includes AAFS Membership and over 5,500 
institutions worldwide through AAFS’s relationship with Wiley Publishing



JFS: Categories (italics indicates changes from 

current practice)
• Paper – a full-length research report

• Technical Note – a description of a technical aspect of a field or 
issue, a report on a procedure or method, or a validation of 
techniques or methodologies.  These are usually shorter than 
Papers.

• Case Report – a brief description or analysis of an unusual 
case or a small series of cases.  These are to include new 
information and/or critical review of the topic area to be 
acceptable for publication.

• Review – a critical review of a topic area of interest to forensic 
science.  These may be invited by the Editor-in-Chief and are 
subject to peer review.  Non-critical compilations of literature 
will not be accepted.

• Other categories not subject to peer review – Letters to the 
Editor, Book Reviews and Invited Commentary.



JFS: Withdrawn Submissions

• At the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief:

• Regional population studies, for example dental aging and DNA in 

specific populations

• Internal laboratory validations, for example new equipment 

applications to existing procedures 

• Manuscripts that the Editor-in-Chief deems unsuitable for JFS

• Manuscripts that are non-comprehensible because of language 

barriers

• At the authors’ request:

• After receiving reviewers’ comments requesting major or minor 

revision

• Unable to return a revision within a reasonable time frame



JFS: Submissions by Type and Country



JFS: 2015 Submissions by Country



JFS: Impact Factor



JFS: Pending Changes to Operating Structure

• Recommendations from JFS Working Group
• Structure to include Editor-in-Chief, Associate Editors and Managing 

Editor (recommendation accepted by AAFS Board of Directors, 2016)

• Managing Editor to be a full-time position within AAFS (in place as of 
October 2016)

• Associate Editors in the following specialties:
• Anthropology

• Chemistry

• Digital and Multimedia Sciences

• DNA and Serology

• Odontology

• Pathology and Entomology

• Psychiatry and Behavioral Science

• Toxicology

• Trace Evidence

• Changes in review process, for example shortening of timelines, 
double blind review and sharing of reviewers’ comments



JFS: Mission Statement

The mission of the Journal of Forensic Sciences (JFS) is to 

advance forensic science research, education and practice 

by publishing peer-reviewed manuscripts of the highest 

quality.  These publications will strengthen the scientific 

foundation of forensic science in legal and regulatory 

communities around the world.
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