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A LETTER FROM
THE DIRECTOR

Dear Visitors,

It is with great pride and excitement that [ welcome you to The U.S. Department

of Justice Museum.

This Museum represents years of thoughtful planning, collaboration, and
dedication to preserving the rich and complex history of the Department of
Justice. Inside, you will discover a carefully curated journey through more than
150 years of significant history—from the creation of the Office of the Attorney

General and the Department’s founding to its ongoing work today.

Through historic artifacts, landmark legal cases, and the stories of Department
attorneys, investigators, agents, and employees, the Museum brings to life

the people and events that have shaped the pursuit of justice in America.
These exhibitions are made possible through partnerships with Department
components, other federal agencies, and leading cultural institutions, ensuring

a dynamic and engaging experience for all visitors.

This is not only a place to reflect on the past, but also to engage with the present
and consider the future. As you move through the Museum, we invite you to
explore the complexities of law and justice, and to consider how the Department
continues to evolve to face modern challenges while remaining grounded in the

Constitution and the rule of law.

Opening during America’s 250th anniversary, this Museum offers a meaningful
opportunity to reflect on the role of justice in our nation’s history and its
future. We are honored to share this story with you and hope your visit is

both enlightening and inspiring.

Sincerely,

s 400

Dennis Feldt
Director, DOJ Library Staff and Museum

A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
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Attorney General Edmund Randolph was appointed the
first Attorney General in 1789. John M. Stanley painted
this portrait from a family painting in 1856.

The U.S. Department of Justice Collection, Facilities and Administrative Services Staff
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JUSTICE IN
AMERICA

As the law has changed, so has the
Department of Justice (DO)). From
its origins as one part-time Attorney
General into a vast organization
with more than 115,000 employees,
the Department has evolved with
American society, adapting to meet
the increasingly complex duties of

upholding and enforcing the law.

The Department depends on

its employees, dedicated public
servants, to fill critical roles in
advancing justice. Every day, their
work impacts American citizens
and communities by reducing
crime, protecting citizens’ rights,

and administering justice in

every area of American life.

es & Records Administration, Washington, D.C

JUSTICE IN AMERICA 7



Pages three through six of the Judiciary Act of 1789.

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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Last page of the Judiciary Act of 1789, with signatures of John Adams and George Washington.
The closing paragraph states:

“And there shall also be appointed a meet person, learned in the law, to act as attorney-general for the United States, who
shall be sworn or affirmed to a faithful execution of his office; whose duty it shall be to prosecute and conduct all suits in
the Supreme Court in which the United States shall be concerned, and to give his advice and opinion upon questions of law
when required by the President of the United States, or when requested by the heads of any of the departments.”

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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An Act to establish the Department of Justice, 1870.

This seven-page Act established the Department of Justice with the Attorney General at the head. Among its clauses, the Act established the

Office of the Solicitor General, created Assistants of the Attorney General positions, and transferred law offices of other departments to the DO

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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Pages two through seven of the Act to establish the Department of Justice, 1870.

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.

JUSTICE IN AMERICA 1



LEARNED IN THE LAW
(1789 - 1869)
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In the 81 years between the Judiciary Act of 1789 and

An Act to establish the Department of Justice, federal
litigation and law enforcement were handled by the

U.S. Marshals Service and U.S. Attorneys, both established
at the same time as the Office of the Attorney General.

Census @ffics, Department of the Inferior,
Waskington, gl 2 7 1600.
Dear Sir:

I transmit Lerewith enclosed, @ Draft on the Assistant Treasurer of the United States
at New York, for the sum of §_ o2 é’ﬂ_ , being one-half the amount certified by
sk Mriliah o e L0 Distiict o .. CPLL 1 to be due you for your
services as an Assistant in taking the Fighth Census.  On presentation, the amount will
be paid in the coin of the United States, provided you shall have signed and returned fo
me the emelosed receipt and-the note—appended-—therete—both—f which you will please sign
and veturn to me per mail in the directed envelope.  You will experience no difficulty in
canverting this draft into coin ab its full value, if not at an advance, A draft for the
remainder of your pay will be sent as soon as the refurns Rave been examined and found
satisfactory, which will require some lime. Please dale the receipl, and with the date give

your place of residence, and mail it wilthout delay.

Very vespecifully,

bl '

(Froctional parts of & dollar omitted in first payments.)

A veteran of the American Revolution, Scottish-born U.S. Marshal Robert

Forsyth was the first Marshal of Georgia. Shot while serving a civil court process
in Georgia in 1794, he was the first U.S. Marshal killed in the line of duty.

U.S. Marshals Museum, based on the pendant by Charles Willson Peale

LEARNED IN THE LAW (1789 -1869)

This payment letter was sent
to an Assistant Marshal for
taking the 1860 census.

The U.S. Census Bureau
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This schedule summarizes
the results of the first U.S.
census. The U.S. Marshals
collected the census

from 1790 until 1870.

The U.S. Census Bureau
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With this letter, U.S. Marshal James Prince of Massachusetts appointed Tompson J. Skinner, |r.,
as Deputy U.S. Marshal. Skinner s father also served as a U.S. Marshal.

The United States Marshals Service, United States Marshals Museum

LEARNED IN THE LAW (1789 -1869) 15
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A NEW

DEPARTMENT
(1870 - 1919)

For decades, government officials had
proposed creating a unified law office for
the administration of justice. The amount
of litigation following the Civil War gave
such calls new life. Rather than hiring
private atforneys, Congress chose a more
unified, cost-efficient approach and passed
legislation to establish the Department

of Justice in 1870. The new department
had control over all legal cases in which
the United States had an interest, as

well as all federal law enforcement.

Over time, the Department’s informal
organization evolved. To meet the needs of
a growing nation, different divisions, each
led by an Assistant Attorney General, were

created to handle specific legal issues.

EXHIBIT CATALOG | The U.S. Department of Justice Museum
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President Grant appointed Amos Tappan Akerman Attorney
General of the United States on June 23, 1870, and he held
that office until 1872. This portrait of Attorney General
Akerman was painted in 1875 by artist Freeman Thorp.

The U.S. Department of Justice Collection, Facilities and Administrative Services Staff
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An expert marksman who knew his territory “like a cook knows her
kitchen,” Bass Reeves spent 32 years as a Deputy U.S. Marshal
in the Western District of Arkansas and Indian Territory.

Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture

A NEW DEPARTMENT (1870 -1919)




A FEDERAL FORCE
(1920 - 1953)

Gangsters favored the “Tommy Gun”
because it was fully-automatic,

portable, and intimidating.

EXHIBIT CATALOG | The U.S. Department of Justice Museum




The Department of Justice emerged as a federal force during Prohibition, the Great
Depression, and World War Il. As federal regulation increased, the Department took on a more
hierarchical structure, with divisions to handle specific types of legislation and law enforcement.
In 1934, the Office of Legal Counsel began providing legal advice to the executive branch,
easing the workload of the Attorney General's office. Later, in 1950, the Deputy Attorney
General position was created to oversee administrative and personnel matters.
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Alvin “Creepy” Karpis and the Barker Brothers robbed
numerous banks and performed two major kidnappings in the
1930s. This submachine gun was recovered after a shootout

at the Barker house in Lake Weir, Florida, in January 1935.

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.

A FEDERAL FORCE (1920 - 1953)
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Attorney General Homer S. Cummings dubbed e Bank Rl)l]h{’-l"}' & :'\Ilt()l'l'lﬂl]'lli‘. Band itl’_\’
notorious interstate bank robber John Dillinger
“Public Enemy Number One.” In June 1934,

the Department of Justice offered $10,000 for
Dillinger’s capture and $5,000 for information
leading to his arrest. It was the first time the
DOJ offered reward money. Some 500,000
posters were printed and circulated throughout
the country. The reward money convinced an
informant to come forward. Dillinger was shot

dead while avoiding capture in July 1934.

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.

Age 30, 5 feet 7% inches tall, grey eyes, light chestnut hair, medium complexion.

This min wanted with Harry Copeland
in connection with the hold-up of the
Daleville Bank, and Robbery of lon in
this eity July Sth, 1933. They escaped
| driving a dark blue Chevrolet coupe with
rumble seat, red wire wheels, this man
on parole from Indiana State Prison.
Officers asked to use caution in arresting
this man.
Wire collect any information concerning
their whereabouts as we hold felony
warrant for their arrest.
FRED W. PUCKETT, Sheriff
Muncie, Indiana

July 24th 197

ADijuision of Inuestination
.S, Department of Justice

HWashington, A.C.
eoiie BT Space for

Tuis 1s To CERTIFY Photograph

g EAghr Hpover - ¢
whose signature and photograph appear hereon, ts a regu-

larly appointed Director 8
of the Division of Investigation, U.S. Depariment Qf Fustice, and as such is
charged with the duty of investigating violations of the laws of the United States and
collecting evidence in cases in which the Uniled States is or may be a party in interesh

Director of Investigation. X Auomev General. ;

5782

This “Commission

Card #1” was issued to

Director . Edgar Hoover.

Hoover led the Bureau
of Investigation, later
renamed the Federal

Bureau of Investigation,

from 1924 10 1972.

o ot e e 2 L e i g B 0 o

The FBI Experience, FBI
HQ, Washington, D.C.
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I No. ol P Cofor oty 5 S L BBl e 2 Ref. .. ) i .-
. RIGHT HAND ;

1. Thumb 2. Index Finger 3. Middle Finger 4. Ring Finger

LEFT HAND
7. Index Finger 8. Middle Finger

B L o Raembled
: Verified

Index Sand o2 Aol Answered
{Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

Hand

In hopes of evading detection, John Dillinger, dubbed “Public Enemy Number One,” used
acid to burn the tips of his fingers. These fingerprints reflect that self-inflicted damage.

The FBI Experience, FBIHQ, Washington, D.C

A FEDERAL FORCE (1920 - 1953) 23



JUSTICE IN

SOCIETY
(1954 - 1980)

The Department enforced and
upheld new legislation during the

Civil Rights era, environmental
movement, and War on Drugs.
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
“War on Crime” amplified federal
power in local policing, putting
the Attorney General in an
increasingly prominent role in

national law enforcement policy.

In this era of crime control acts,

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF),
then a part of the Department of
Treasury, became an independent
bureau in 1972. The Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA)
was established the following year

under Reorganization Plan No. 2.

EXHIBIT CATALOG | The U.S. Department of Justice Museum
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WANTED

BY THE

FBI

NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT; MATERIAL WITNESS

William Taylor Harris

FBI No. 508,645 |

Aliases: R ! Frank Dennis, William Kinder, Jonathan Maris.
Mark Halwmone

Age: 29, bom January 22, 1945, Fore Sill, Oklzhoma (not supp rried by hirth

records)

Height: 577 Eyes: Huzel

Weight: 145 pounds Complaxion: Muediuw

Baild: Medium Rage: White

Natlenality: Amcrican

Nate photographs token unkaswn
Jonathan

Hair: Brown. short

Oecupation: Poslul clerk

Remarks: Roportedly wears Fu Manchu tvpe mustache, may we
upper right center tooth way be chipped, reportedly jogs, swirs ard
fides bicvele for cxorcise, was lagl seen wearing army type boots
and dark jackel

Soecial Security Numbers Used: 315-46-2

Fingerprint Classification: 20 L 1 At 12

351 L

lanses

53-27-8400; 359-48-0467

Emily Montague Harris

FHI Ho. 225 804 L2

dliases: Mrs. Willing Tayvlor Herris, Anos Lindenberg. Cyvnthia Soe
Emily Montapgue Schw

Age: 27 bom Feobraars 11, 1947, Baltimors, Marvland (not supported by hirth

recotmsl

Date photogephs Lake

LW

Helghr: 5°3" Eyes: [ilus

Weight: 115 pounds Bemplexion: lan

Build: Siall Race: While

Hair: Blonde Natianality: American

Oeccupations; Sccrctary, teacher

Remarks: Hair mey bz womn ane inch below ear level, may wear glossca or
vet lensns: reported or plate, pierced ears,

O dly ham nastial unr
15 a naturel food fads ci&es by Jopging, awimming and
bicyele nding, usually wears slacks or street length dresses,
s lanl st swenpioy jeans and waist length shing black leather
LOat
Secial Secarity Numbers Used: 327 42 2356; 429-12-8003

Patricla Campbell Hearst

FEBI Mo 05 1.10 Nate photograph Laken onknown
Aliag: 7]

Age: 2 ebruary 20, 1954, San Framcisce, Califomia

Height: Eyes: Brown

Weight: 110 pourdz Complexien: Far

Build: 5mall Race: White

Hair: Light brown Natienality: American

Sears and Marks: Mole on lower right comer of mouta, scar near right ankle

Remarks: llair naturally light brown, sbeaight and worn about thiree isches below shoulders i
length, however, may wear wigs ) including Alro stvle. dask browu of mediu

lengil; wis last seon wearing bluck sweater, plaid slacks, brown hiking hoots dod

carry ing o knife in her belt
CAUTION

& FIMEARMS INCLUDING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. WILLIAM HARRIS AND PATRI

GUNS TO AVOID ARREST. ALL THRE HOULD BE DONSIDERED ARMED ANDVERY DAN
el warrants wore fssucd on May 20, 10 s, Californin, charging the Harris® and Hearst with wislation of the National
eurms Acl. Heorst was also charged in g lericl witness to &
bank robbery which occurred April 15, 1574,
IF YOU HAYE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THESE PERSONS, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK,

at Los
Federal complaint on April 15, 1074, at San Francisco, Celiforia, as a

DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU DF INVEFTIGATION
INITED ETATES DE
WASIHINGTON, N, 0. 20335
TELEPHOKE, NATIONAL 87117

Entered NCIC
Wailed or 475
May 20, 1974

- re—
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of a group of rad
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Patricia Hec

The SLA was able

to turn the young
heiress into a poster
child for their guerilla
war against the

U.S. government.




v 1T

‘N W YORK S TE Chwd DL IRE iy F WIEE LB i FORR] MAME | ¥ MEW YORK STATE B

| ORIVER L'CENbE X J ety < \:\,V!W DEPT. OF MOTOR VEHICLES x\_/ﬁ'fl u,J "t ‘Mw—

TLASS,

:
g |

DEPARTMENT OF
RUH MOTOR VEHICLES

EB]' JAMES P MELTON = G of Motor A
Iﬂmmmm WVAT (2078) PART 1 bt g s ENTER NEW COMVICTIONS OM REVERSE SiDE REMEWAL - NOT A LICENSE

:
:

XED 937 <
"G /03744 M 4,50 ¢ MGx BRASCO ,DONALD+J

T — e i sO0 PECONIC ST

B180SkL A7922 541320-44 2/03/84 ¢ RONKONKOMA NY 11779
woms e | BRASCO,DONALDyJ §| BLANSk, A7922 S41320-44 2/03/84

B 0 BR & |VIOLATION DATE DESCRIPTION OF VIOLATION PENALTY

€ comervewmess | GO0 PECONIC ST 2 FEE 450 91128992bL1

§ meweoece | RONKONKOMA NY 12779 %

1 Wi

S dmya— XED93? nov 28 1979 a

.

N

s

:
i
i

For more than five years, FBl agent
Joseph D. Pistone worked undercover
as Donnie Brasco, infiltrating

New York City’s Mafia families.
The popular 1997 crime film

Donnie Brasco dramatized his actions.

National Law Enforcement Museum
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THE WAR
ON DRUGS

In 1971, President Richard Nixon

declared drug abuse o be “public

il enemy number one.” Relaxed
Wﬂ' L attitudes towards marijuana,
e cocaine, and other illegal substances
had sent drug use to an all-time
Drug traffickers sometimes use booby traps high. In 1973, the Drug Enforcement
to protect their marijuana crops. This booby Administration (DEA) was

trap was found in a field in Thailand. established as @ component of the

Courtesy, Drug Enforcement Administration Museum, Arlington, VA De partment ofJus‘rice. According
to President Nixon, the DEA was
. _ to conduct “an all-out global war
N e, o e ' _ on the drug menace” and began
5 7 i ) ~- with 1,470 special agents and

a budget of approximately
$75 million. The DEA worked to
dismantle powerful drug networks,
and in the 1970s, brought down

the notorious French Connection

b7 et . S S o
ey T

heroin smuggling operation as
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid typically used to treat patients with chronic well as NiCky Barnes, the leader

or severe pain following surgery. It is approximately 100 times more

of New York City’s drug frade.

potent than morphine and 50 times more potent than heroin.

A “brick” is typically comprised of 50 glassine bags of fentanyl.

I e g

E o A Ny BT
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JUSTICE
AND THE
NATION’S

SECURITY ‘
(1981 - TODAY)

The 1980s ushered in a new age of
extremism and international crime. As the
global economy opened, the Department
dealt with criminal organizations that

could traffic drugs and weapons on

an unprecedented scale. Technologies
like the internet also gave criminals

new means to target their victims.

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001,

changed the nation and the Department.

ATF became a DOJ component, and the

National Security Division was created

to coordinate national security efforts. 2 5
The FBlfocused on pursuing foreign

scammers, and the Department took

action to bolster cybersecurity and

prevent scams and money laundering.

At home and abroad, the Department

worked to keep Americans safe.

EXHIBIT CATALOG | The U.S. Department of Justice Museum



JUSTICE AND THE NATION’S SECURITY (1981 - TODAY)
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Mexican cartel leader Joaquin "El Chapo" Archivaldo Guzmdn Loera was
arrested and escaped prison several times in Mexico. He was extradited
fo the United States in 2017 and sentenced to life in prison in 2019.

Courtesy, Drug Enforcement Administration Museum, Arlington, VA
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Courtesy 9/11 Memorial & Museum;
Gift of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

Firearms and Explosives
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On September 11, 2001, Building 6, which housed an
ATF field office, collapsed due to its proximity to the
North Tower. This Browning Hi-Power Pistol was in the

» office’s evidence vault at the time of the building’s destruction.
%
o $ R . Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
| ¥

JUSTICE AND THE NATION’S SECURITY (1981 - TODAY)
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THE MODERN PRISON SYSTEM

For decades, the Bureau of Prison’s inmate

population held steady at roughly 20,000 prisoners.

Beginning in the 1980s, this number increased

largely due to law

10 years, the BOP

enforcement efforts to curb %
the sale and use of illegal drugs. Within the next \
was operating 95 institutions.
=
3
. |
4 y
L
&‘;D Robert Hanssen was an FBI agent for 25 years. He was
_ ; also a spy for the Soviet Union and then the later Russian
A Federation. Hanssen used these pieces of chalk and push
Jv?" pins to leave messages for his handlers. He was arrested
. ?’ in 2001 and sentenced to life in prison in 2002.

Officers wear key chains like this on
their duty belts. Chits, the circular metal
pieces, are used to sign in and out of
areas and to check out equipment.

They are engraved with officers’ names.

The U.S. Department of Justice Museum Collection

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.

JUSTICE AND THE NATION’S SECURITY (1981 - TODAY)



THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MUSEUM

950 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Rm 1410
Washington, D.C. 20530

www.justice.gov/history



https://www.justice.gov/history
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MUSEUM

950 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Rm 1410
Washington, D.C. 20530
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