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Dear Visitors,

It is with great pride and excitement that I welcome you to The U.S. Department 

of Justice Museum.

This Museum represents years of thoughtful planning, collaboration, and 

dedication to preserving the rich and complex history of the Department of 

Justice. Inside, you will discover a carefully curated journey through more than 

150 years of significant history—from the creation of the Office of the Attorney 

General and the Department’s founding to its ongoing work today.

Through historic artifacts, landmark legal cases, and the stories of Department 

attorneys, investigators, agents, and employees, the Museum brings to life 

the people and events that have shaped the pursuit of justice in America. 

These exhibitions are made possible through partnerships with Department 

components, other federal agencies, and leading cultural institutions, ensuring 

a dynamic and engaging experience for all visitors.

This is not only a place to reflect on the past, but also to engage with the present 

and consider the future. As you move through the Museum, we invite you to 

explore the complexities of law and justice, and to consider how the Department 

continues to evolve to face modern challenges while remaining grounded in the 

Constitution and the rule of law.

Opening during America’s 250th anniversary, this Museum offers a meaningful 

opportunity to reflect on the role of justice in our nation’s history and its 

future. We are honored to share this story with you and hope your visit is 

both enlightening and inspiring.

Sincerely,

Dennis Feldt 

Director, DOJ Library Staff and Museum
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Attorney General Edmund Randolph was appointed the 
first Attorney General in 1789. John M. Stanley painted 

this portrait from a family painting in 1856.

The U.S. Department of Justice Collection, Facilities and Administrative Services Staff
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As the law has changed, so has the 
Department of Justice (DOJ). From 
its origins as one part-time Attorney 
General into a vast organization 
with more than 115,000 employees, 
the Department has evolved with 
American society, adapting to meet 
the increasingly complex duties of 
upholding and enforcing the law.

The Department depends on 
its employees, dedicated public 
servants, to fill critical roles in 
advancing justice. Every day, their 
work impacts American citizens 
and communities by reducing 
crime, protecting citizens’ rights, 
and administering justice in 
every area of American life.

J U S T I C E  I N 
A M E R I C A

First two pages of the Judiciary Act of 1789.

This seven-page act established the federal 
court system of the United States.

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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Pages three through six  of the Judiciary Act of 1789.

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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Last page  of the Judiciary Act of 1789, with signatures of John Adams and George Washington.

The closing paragraph states: 

“And there shall also be appointed a meet person, learned in the law, to act as attorney-general for the United States, who 
shall be sworn or affirmed to a faithful execution of his office; whose duty it shall be to prosecute and conduct all suits in 

the Supreme Court in which the United States shall be concerned, and to give his advice and opinion upon questions of law 
when required by the President of the United States, or when requested by the heads of any of the departments.”  

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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An Act to establish the Department of Justice, 1870.

This seven-page Act established the Department of Justice with the Attorney General at the head. Among its clauses, the Act established the 
Office of the Solicitor General, created Assistants of the Attorney General positions, and transferred law offices of other departments to the DOJ. 

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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Pages two through seven  of the Act to establish the Department of Justice, 1870.

National Archives & Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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A veteran of the American Revolution, Scottish-born U.S. Marshal Robert 
Forsyth was the first Marshal of Georgia. Shot while serving a civil court process 
in Georgia in 1794, he was the first U.S. Marshal killed in the line of duty.

U.S. Marshals Museum, based on the pendant by Charles Willson Peale

This payment letter was sent 
to an Assistant Marshal for 
taking the 1860 census.

The U.S. Census Bureau

In the 81 years between the Judiciary Act of 1789 and 
An Act to establish the Department of Justice, federal 
litigation and law enforcement were handled by the 
U.S. Marshals Service and U.S. Attorneys, both established 
at the same time as the Office of the Attorney General.
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This schedule summarizes 
the results of the first U.S. 
census. The U.S. Marshals 
collected the census 
from 1790 until 1870.

The U.S. Census Bureau
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With this letter, U.S. Marshal James Prince of Massachusetts appointed Tompson J. Skinner, Jr., 
as Deputy U.S. Marshal. Skinner’s father also served as a U.S. Marshal.

The United States Marshals Service, United States Marshals Museum
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For decades, government officials had 
proposed creating a unified law office for 
the administration of justice. The amount 
of litigation following the Civil War gave 
such calls new life. Rather than hiring 
private attorneys, Congress chose a more 
unified, cost-efficient approach and passed 
legislation to establish the Department 
of Justice in 1870. The new department 
had control over all legal cases in which 
the United States had an interest, as 
well as all federal law enforcement.

Over time, the Department’s informal 
organization evolved. To meet the needs of 
a growing nation, different divisions, each 
led by an Assistant Attorney General, were 
created to handle specific legal issues.

A  N E W 
D E P A R T M E N T 
( 1 8 7 0  –  1 9 1 9 ) 

Each U.S. Marshal was in charge of their own 
district, which included designing the badge. 

A national badge was not issued until 1941.

The U.S. Census Bureau
The United States Marshals Service, United States Marshals Museum
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President Grant appointed Amos Tappan Akerman Attorney 
General of the United States on June 23, 1870, and he held 

that office until 1872. This portrait of Attorney General 
Akerman was painted in 1875 by artist Freeman Thorp.

The U.S. Department of Justice Collection, Facilities and Administrative Services Staff
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An expert marksman who knew his territory “like a cook knows her 
kitchen,” Bass Reeves spent 32 years as a Deputy U.S. Marshal 

in the Western District of Arkansas and Indian Territory.

Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture
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A  F E D E R A L  F O R C E 
( 1 9 2 0  –  1 9 5 3 ) 

Gangsters favored the “Tommy Gun” 
because it was fully-automatic, 
portable, and intimidating.
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The Department of Justice emerged as a federal force during Prohibition, the Great 
Depression, and World War II. As federal regulation increased, the Department took on a more 
hierarchical structure, with divisions to handle specific types of legislation and law enforcement. 
In 1934, the Office of Legal Counsel began providing legal advice to the executive branch, 
easing the workload of the Attorney General’s office. Later, in 1950, the Deputy Attorney 
General position was created to oversee administrative and personnel matters. 

Alvin “Creepy” Karpis and the Barker Brothers robbed 
numerous banks and performed two major kidnappings in the 
1930s. This submachine gun was recovered after a shootout 
at the Barker house in Lake Weir, Florida, in January 1935. 

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.
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Attorney General Homer S. Cummings dubbed 
notorious interstate bank robber John Dillinger 

“Public Enemy Number One.” In June 1934, 
the Department of Justice offered $10,000 for 

Dillinger’s capture and $5,000 for information 
leading to his arrest. It was the first time the 

DOJ offered reward money. Some 500,000 
posters were printed and circulated throughout 

the country. The reward money convinced an 
informant to come forward. Dillinger was shot 

dead while avoiding capture in July 1934.

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.

This “Commission 
Card #1” was issued to 

Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

Hoover led the Bureau 
of Investigation, later 

renamed the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 

from 1924 to 1972.

The FBI Experience, FBI 
HQ, Washington, D.C.
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In hopes of evading detection, John Dillinger, dubbed “Public Enemy Number One,” used 
acid to burn the tips of his fingers. These fingerprints reflect that self-inflicted damage. 

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.
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The Department enforced and 
upheld new legislation during the 
Civil Rights era, environmental 
movement, and War on Drugs. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
“War on Crime” amplified federal 
power in local policing, putting 
the Attorney General in an 
increasingly prominent role in 
national law enforcement policy.

In this era of crime control acts, 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF), 
then a part of the Department of 
Treasury, became an independent 
bureau in 1972. The Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
was established the following year 
under Reorganization Plan No. 2.

J U S T I C E  I N 
S O C I E T Y 
( 1 9 5 4  –  1 9 8 0 )

This riot helmet belonged to U.S. Deputy Marshal 
Jesse Grider. Grider helped integrate schools in 

Little Rock and New Orleans, protected Freedom 
Riders in 1961, and walked every step of the 

march from Selma to Montgomery in 1965.

The United States Marshals Service
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William Harris, his wife 
Emily, and other members 
of a group of radicals 
from the Symbionese 
Liberation Army (SLA) 
kidnapped 19-year-
old newspaper heiress 
Patricia Hearst in 1974. 

Hearst allied with her 
captors, and the three 
remained on the run 
for nineteen months.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives

The SLA was able 
to turn the young 
heiress into a poster 
child for their guerilla 
war against the 
U.S. government.
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For more than five years, FBI agent 
Joseph D. Pistone worked undercover 
as Donnie Brasco, infiltrating 
New York City’s Mafia families. 

The popular 1997 crime film 
Donnie Brasco dramatized his actions.

National Law Enforcement Museum
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In 1971, President Richard Nixon 
declared drug abuse to be “public 
enemy number one.” Relaxed 
attitudes towards marijuana, 
cocaine, and other illegal substances 
had sent drug use to an all-time 
high. In 1973, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) was 
established as a component of the 
Department of Justice. According 
to President Nixon, the DEA was 
to conduct “an all-out global war 
on the drug menace” and began 

with 1,470 special agents and 
a budget of approximately 

$75 million. The DEA worked to 
dismantle powerful drug networks, 
and in the 1970s, brought down 
the notorious French Connection 
heroin smuggling operation as 
well as Nicky Barnes, the leader 
of New York City’s drug trade.

T H E  WA R 
O N  D R U G S

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid typically used to treat patients with chronic 
or severe pain following surgery. It is approximately 100 times more 

potent than morphine and 50 times more potent than heroin.

A “brick” is typically comprised of 50 glassine bags of fentanyl.

Drug traffickers sometimes use booby traps 
to protect their marijuana crops. This booby 
trap was found in a field in Thailand.

Courtesy, Drug Enforcement Administration Museum, Arlington, VA
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The 1980s ushered in a new age of 
extremism and international crime. As the  
global economy opened, the Department 
dealt with criminal organizations that 
could traffic drugs and weapons on 
an unprecedented scale. Technologies 
like the internet also gave criminals 
new means to target their victims.

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, 
changed the nation and the Department. 
ATF became a DOJ component, and the 
National Security Division was created 
to coordinate national security efforts. 
The FBI focused on pursuing foreign 
scammers, and the Department took 
action to bolster cybersecurity and 
prevent scams and money laundering. 
At home and abroad, the Department 
worked to keep Americans safe.

J U S T I C E 
A N D  T H E 
N A T I O N ’ S 
S E C U R I T Y 
( 1 9 8 1  –  T O D AY )

On February 28, 1993, ATF special agents 
went to serve federal warrants at the Branch 

Davidian compound in Waco, Texas. Alerted to 
the impending raid by a local postman and cult 

member, the Davidians responded with gunfire. 
Four ATF agents were killed in the gunfight.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
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Mexican cartel leader Joaquín "El Chapo" Archivaldo Guzmán Loera was 
arrested and escaped prison several times in Mexico. He was extradited 

to the United States in 2017 and sentenced to life in prison in 2019.

Courtesy, Drug Enforcement Administration Museum, Arlington, VA
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On September 11, 2001, Building 6, which housed an 
ATF field office, collapsed due to its proximity to the 
North Tower. This Browning Hi-Power Pistol was in the 
office’s evidence vault at the time of the building’s destruction.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

Courtesy 9/11 Memorial & Museum; 
Gift of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives
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This vest belonged to 
members of the Bandidos 
Motorcycle Club, an 
outlaw motorcycle gang 
involved in drug and weapons 
trafficking, prostitution, money 
laundering, and other crimes.

Courtesy, Drug Enforcement Administration 
Museum, Arlington, VA



For decades, the Bureau of prison’s inmate 
population held steady at roughly 20,000 prisoners. 
Beginning in the 1980s, this number increased 
largely due to law enforcement efforts to curb 
the sale and use of illegal drugs. within the next 
10 years, the BOp was operating 95 institutions.
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T H E  M O D E R N  P R I S O N  S Y S T E M

Robert Hanssen was an FBI agent for 25 years. He was 
also a spy for the Soviet Union and then the later Russian 
Federation. Hanssen used these pieces of chalk and push 
pins to leave messages for his handlers. He was arrested 

in 2001 and sentenced to life in prison in 2002.

The FBI Experience, FBI HQ, Washington, D.C.

Officers wear key chains like this on 
their duty belts. Chits, the circular metal 
pieces, are used to sign in and out of 
areas and to check out equipment. 
They are engraved with officers’ names.

The U.S. Department of Justice Museum Collection
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