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but not even that could slow this remarkable 
lady down. She is still active and drives 
throughout the Bronx and Westchester Coun
ty. 

She is the mother of Robert and Paul, moth
er-in-law of Josephine and Helene, grand
mother to Jarret, Lindsay, Dana and Eric. I am 
proud and honored to join Sally, her family 
and her friends on this wondrous occasion. 
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EARTH DAY INTRODUCTORY

STATEMENT


HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to introduce a resolution recog
nizing the growing observance of Earth Day. 
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans cele
brated the first Earth Day. Since Earth Day’s 
first observance, the number of Americans 
celebrating Earth Day and the number of 
countries observing Earth Day has steadily 
risen. In fact, Earth Day is now observed in 
more than 140 countries. 

Every year on April 22, millions of Ameri
cans and millions of people throughout the 
world participate in activities that call attention 
to harmful human activities that impact our 
natural environment. These calls have not 
gone unanswered. Since the first observance 
of Earth Day, Congress has passed the Clean 
Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Endan
gered Species Act in an effort to halt and roll 
back the harmful impacts of human activity. In 
addition, we have seen the creation of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and 
just recently, in the House Committee on Re
sources, we witnessed a successful bipartisan 
effort to provide funding for an array of con
servation and wildlife programs. 

Earth Day provides an opportunity to learn 
about the positive actions we can take to im
prove energy efficiency; to develop safe, re
newable energy sources; to design goods that 
are durable, reusable, and recyclable; and to 
eliminate the production of harmful wastes 
while protecting our environment and encour
aging sustainable development throughout the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution recognizes the 
importance of Earth Day and calls on the 
House of Representatives to recognize that 
Earth Day should be established to draw at
tention to the impact of human activity on the 
natural environment, to alert the world to envi
ronmental threats to human health and well
being, and advocate personal actions and 
public policies to promote and preserve a 
healthy, diverse, resilient, and productive 
world for our children and our children’s chil
dren. 

This is a companion measure to one al
ready introduced in the other chamber by Sen
ator JEFF BINGAMAN of New Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this body to support this 
worthy resolution. 

HONORING JOHN OLSEN AS HE RE
CEIVES THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
BONDS LABOR MEDAL 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend John W. Olsen as he re
ceives the State of Israel Bonds Labor Medal 
for his lifelong contributions to the labor move
ment in the State of Connecticut. 

Created in 1951, State of Israel Bonds 
serves as the cornerstone of Israel’s economy. 
Committed to improving Israel’s infrastructure 
as a whole, Israel Bonds provides financial 
support for the construction of research facili
ties, transportation networks, communications 
links, and the expansion of port and airport fa
cilities. Its commitment to the betterment of 
Israel’s people and its economy is unparal
leled—helping transform the state of Israel into 
one of the world’s leading industrial nations. 

In many ways, John’s commitment to the 
labor movement is reflective on Israel Bonds’ 
commitment to the state of Israel. Since he 
began his career as a member of the UA 
Local 133, Plumbers and Pipefitters, John has 
dedicated his life to working families. He has 
fought for better wages, more comprehensive 
health benefits for workers and their families, 
and safer work environment. As President of 
the Connecticut AFL–CIO, John has forced 
the largest corporations in Connecticut to lis
ten to their employees’ and afford them these 
basic rights. He has been a true leader for our 
working families, giving them a voice during 
the hardest of economic times. 

John has also worked hard to make Con
necticut a better place to live and grow. He 
has been active in state and national politics, 
serving on the Democratic State Central Com
mittee and the Democratic National Com
mittee. He also serves on a number of boards 
and commissions with the purpose of making 
Connecticut’s workers the most productive in 
the nation. Over the years, John has become 
an ambassador for the labor movement, 
spreading its message of helping and pro
tecting working families through lectures, 
newspaper columns, and on the radio. We in 
Connecticut have much to thank John for—his 
contributions have been truly invaluable. 

It is with great pride that I rise to join friends 
and family in saluting my dear friend, John, as 
he receives the State of Israel Bonds Labor 
Medal. Congratulations. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VITO FOSSELLA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I am not re
corded on rollcall numbers 587, 588, 589, 590, 
591, 592, 593, 594, and 595. I was unavoid
ably detained and therefore could not vote for 
this legislation. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall numbers 587, 
588, 589, 590, 591, 592, 593 and 594. I would 
have voted ‘‘no’’ for rollcall number 595. 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL TERRELL 

HON. ANNE M. NORTHUP 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999 

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate and honor a Kentucky teacher 
from my district who has achieved national 
recognition for his exemplary role in educating 
young students. Michael Terrell of Louisville is 
one of 29 teachers from across the country 
selected for USA TODAY’S 1999 ALL-USA 
Teacher Team. He should be extremely proud 
to have been both nominated by a colleague 
and to have received an award conferred on 
the most impressive teachers in the nation. In 
light of constant stories about the crisis in our 
nation’s schools, it is vital that we recognize 
the dedication and outstanding achievements 
of our teachers. It is my honor to pay tribute 
to someone who has made such a difference 
to so many children. 

Michael Terrell has had a distinguished ca
reer as a primary teacher for 27 years, includ
ing 18 years at Cochran Elementary School 
where he currently teaches first and second 
grades. Thanks to Michael Terrell’s devotion 
and selfless contributions, the Cochran Ele
mentary School is filled with spirit and activ
ism. His hard work and dedication to making 
schools better and improving the lives of his 
students, both encourages parents to get in
volved and sets an example for all teachers to 
follow. He is one of the people who helps cre
ate the vitality of Cochran Elementary School 
and his enthusiasm creates a can-do attitude. 
He is responsible for the many successes 
there which, in turn, positively affect our entire 
community’s well-being. 

Mr. Terrell is a teacher who knows how to 
get the job done. He knows it takes hard work, 
it takes flexibility, and it takes a commitment to 
each child. I was proud to hear that Michael 
Terrell supports what this Congress is trying to 
do—give schools and teachers the ability to 
make the choices which best reflect their stu
dents needs. We are all in agreement that 
such changes will help improve education—for 
Michael Terrell and his students. Because of 
all he does, I salute Michael Terrell for work
ing so hard to make our schools a flourishing 
environment for our children to learn, grow 
and play. 
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TRIBUTE TO RONALD L. BOOK 

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 1999 

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Ronald L. Book, one of Florida’s truly 
remarkable citizens. Without ever holding elec
tive public office, Ron Book has had a tremen
dous and positive influence on our state and 
our community for over 25 years. 

Ron’s tireless efforts and knowledge of both 
government and business has led to hundreds 
of millions of dollars in private and public in
vestment in Miami-Dade County and through
out the State of Florida, resulting in the cre
ation of thousands of new job opportunities, 
improving the quality of life for our citizens and 
greatly enhancing our position as a destination 
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